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F. TIS Gentlemen 888 Sol 
know what I really feel, from 


the idea of the following pages paſſing | 


under their eyes, they would in 


8 ty ſpare _ . ſimple maid (to whom 


the emoluments arifin gi from the pub- 


_ lication will be very acceptable ;) and, 
although they cannot commend, | 2 


not too ſeverely cenſure. 


4 have no male friend, to o whom 1 
dare apply, to reviſe or correct, and 


am therefore under the neceſſity of 


ſending my r into the world 
with all its © imperfections on its 
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PREFACE. 


IL am . that I e e 
charged with having introduced im- 
probabilities, and the character of 


Laurentia may be thought too ro- 


_ mantic. I can only ſay, I copied in 
part from a living inſtance, and wiſh- 
ed to ſhew to What exceſs ſuch no- 
tions may be carried, when nurſed. 


and indulged 1 in ſolitude. 


A. 


1 cannot, Bower, vx Far, that | 


I have not well executed the plan 2 
formed i in my own mind at firſt ſet- 
ting out. I am myſelf diſſatisfied, 

and, tremblingly anxious for the fate 
of my volumes, I muſt remain n ahume 
ble r for merey. „ 


OTWITHSTANDING the ardor 
of youthful curioſity to become a 
ſpectator of ſcenes,” which J have hitherto 
formed an idea of only from the deſcrip- 
tion of others; yet I thought the chaiſe- 
wheels moved too faſt: I ſighed at the 
appearance. of a  mile-ſtone, and almoſt 
chid my uncle for carrying me ſo far from 


Aſhley-Green. Ah, dear Maria! why 


muſt we Sou ſeparated. ? E can never be 
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happier 
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8 LAURENTIA 


| happier than 1 was at the parſonage; 8 : 
you, my friend, will likewiſe ſuffer m_ KI. : 


interruption of felicity, by the abſence = | 

your Eglantine. | 5 8 4 

Deſcriptions 'of journies are tedious; MY 

J will only ſay I was whirled oyer near 1 

two hundred miles, and arrived ſafe at 1 
Berry Wood on the eve of the ſecond 4 

day. My aunt Laurentia met us in the * m 
Hall, ſaluted me, and ſhed ſome tears: nd 
Turning to my uncle, The very em- 3 


blem of her beauteous mother!” I was 
affected, and W. from ſympathy.— | 
" CE Come, come,” ſaid my uncle, no 
melancholy ; Eglantine looks beſt when 
ſhe ſmiles.” © Nothing is more lovely 
than the tear of ſenſibility,” replied my 
aunt, as ſhe led me into the parloup. | 


- 168: was Game | and Added permiſ- 
- ſion to retire early. My mind was agi- . 
| tated by a variety of emotions. No 
5 eee under the ſame roof with the 
beloved | 


LAURENTIA, | „„ 


beloved companion of my infant hours, 5 
ho longer muſt I look for inſtruction from 


my dear tutor, your reverend Father ; nor 


can I now be edified by the example of 


the ſweet and gentle Mrs. Elwin, your 


excellent Mother: But what am I ſay- 


ing? Te dear and reſpected friends, I'ſhall 
ſtill treaſure up in my memory every vir- 
tuous leſſon you have taught me. Never, 
never will I depart from that opęn and 


artleſs conduct you have taken wy much | 


* to inculcate. 


| Th a future letter 1 ſhall tell you more 
of my uncle and aunt. ' To the latter 


you are quite a ſtranger, and of the 
former know no more, than that he is 
a good-natured bachelor, between forty 
and fifty, with a great deal of worth about : 


tus heart, and ſome few peculiarities 


-%hy aunt (ano was my Ae 5 


youngeſt ſiſter) is not yet turned forty; 


her perſon is till attractive, her manners 
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4 LAVRENTIA., 


elegant and refined. beyond what 1 1 
ever before ſeen. She delights in ſolitude, 
and can ſcarce ever be prevailed on to quit 
Berry-Wood. Indeed, I very much 
ſuſpect that my uncle's chief motive for 
removing me from under the protecting 
care of Mr. and Mrs. Elwin, was in the 
hope, that the ſociety of a favorite ſiſter's 
child might reconcile Laurentia to com- 
pany, and tempt her to aſſociate a little 
more with the world. It is impoſſible 
to ſay what time may do; at preſent ſhe 
appears to me enveloped i in melancholy. 
She tells me, that misfortunes and diſ- 
appointments have followed i in ſuch quick 
ſucceſſion, that I muſt make great allow-. 
ance for the gravity of her deportment. 


| 1 feel much intereſted, and long to 50 
acquainted with her ſorrows; but I like- 
wiſe reſpect the inſtructions of my friends 
at the parſonage too much to be. inquiſt- 
tively Curious about any thing my aunt 
gay think proper to conceal from me. 
As 


LAURENTIA. 0 


Adieu dear Maria, may you never - ceaſe 
& bye your | 


 EOLANTINE BARCLAY, 


"NDEED, ſiſter Laurentia,” ſaid my 


uncle Gregory, as he laid his hand 
on 4 volume of Caroline de Litchfield, 


« © you, are very wrong, when the girl's 
mind is tolerably informed, why ſpoil it 


by reading Novels? They ſo often pre · 


ſent pictures of life, that are no where to 


be found but in the Author's imagination, 
that 1 cannot but conſider them as highly 
improper to be entruſted in the hands of 
our Eglantine.” e confeſs, my weak- 
neſs,” replied Laurentia, * but, dear 
brother, make ſome allowance. The in- 
diſcriminate reading of Novels, like- the 


E3. | oB 


s ö LAURENTIA, 
taking of ſnuff, cannot be defended; in f 


ſome caſes both are pernicious, in others 
medicinal : You take the latter to clear 
your head, and I employ the former to. 
beguile me of thoſe tedious hours, which. 
would otherwiſe be contin to melan- 
choly reflections.” “ <. And, pray, what 
other reflections do theſe books lead to * 
interrupted, he, “ for 1 ſee, by the eyes of 
you both, that you have not been laugh- 
ing.” It is in vain. to deny that we 
have been affected,” returned my poor 
aunt, © but ſtill it is a pleaſure. A tear 
gliſtened as ſhe ſpoke. My uncle, was 
ſoftened, and laid down the book. 1 
ſhould be ſorry to appear harſh,” ſaid he, 
but I muſt caution; you, my dear 
niece, from falling into the ſame error 
with your aunt. She is a worthy woman, 
but from indulging her taſte for romances, 
ſhe has ſpoiled her reliſh for more in- 
Arodtive ood 5 N 


., 


LAURENTIA. Bip A 


My uncle ſaid true, for the nn 
of my aunt. are romantic in the higheſt 
degree; the converſations of people in 
ordinary life appear to her ſo very inſipid, | 
that ſhe is viſibly uneaſy whenever ſhe is v1 
under the neceſſity of ſubmitting to be 
preſent at them. She loves her brother j 
moſt aſſuredly, but ſhe ſays, © he is fre- = 
quently inelegant in his expreſſions, and 

has by no means a proper idea of female 
_ delicacy.” I pity her from my ſoul, for 
ſhe has, and indeed ftill continues to re- 
fine away every comfört this life can pro- RB 
duce, Her dreſs is rather ſingular, but 1 
extremely becoming; always in ſecond : 
mourning, with the picture of her deceaſed 


lover hung to a black fband round her. 
neck. | 


2 . 
955 2 g 

— r „ — 

r 


N=—thire is a pleaſant country, my 
uficle's houſe a very convenient one, and 
the ground about it moſt beautifully laid 

out. A wood on one ſ (which proba- 1 
r gave name to a charming ſpot) 4 


2 -LAURENTI A 


5 in which the trees are in ſome parts {> "> | 


thick as to render it almoſt impervious ; 
and it is ſo overgrown with underwood as 
greatly to enhance the difficulty of get- 
ting through it, though. there are ſeveral 
avenues that terminate in little rural build- 
ings that at once pleaſe and ſurpriſe. Its 


vicinity to the foreſt makes it ſtill more : 
agreeable to me, and had I the company 


of my Maria, in the ſweet rides I ſome- 
times take through it, I ſhould be the 
happieſt of Ty . | 


One of my uncle s tenants (a plain 
good fort of man, with a large family, 
and whoſe eldeſt fon ſome few years ago 
went for a ſoldier, and was ſent abroad; 


but having gone through a variety of 


hardſhips is lately returned to his Father, 
quite reformed, and thoroughly cured of 

his inclination for rambling) gave a little 
entertainment to his neighbours on the 
above joyful occaſion, He would not (as 


he fad) preſume. to invite me, but 2 Wh 
| ' thauld. 


/ . F 


mould like" to be A Wire 85 tber home - 
ly mirth, "They. Would "00 prove to ſee. 


'1 


me. EY OO 
BY went, but could not r perſuade Lau. 
rentia to accompany me me. She ſaid, 
'« Their manners were coatſe and low, 
and that they exhibited nature in her rudeſt 
forms. The temper. of my foul being 
formed to partake of the happineſs of. = 
others, however unpoliſhed their exterior 1 
may be. . dreſſed myſelf 1 ina clean White {By 
jacket, with green ribands, put on a == 
ſtraw hat, and freely own” I waited .the Mp 
approach of evening with more impati-. * KM 
£4 ence than I have. experienced. ſince L left 


Aſhley- a : 


| You know my partiality for. daneing: 15 
With what delight, my Maria, did your. = 
good Father. behold us, when we affern-- 
bled a few ruſtic. nymphs in the long par- 
Jour, and made. the old Ferne en _—_— 
with the ſhrilneſs of Our. voices! BP But: 11 
Bog when Wl 


\ 25 5 


when: "RY andy your ee Mother, con- 
deſcended to join the party, and for exer- 


ciſe footed among us, how our little hearts 


did ſwell with extacy ! Even poor Fido, 
our favorite ſpaniel, uſed to run and ſkip, 
ſhaking our petticoats, and barking, to 


teſtify his approbation of our feſtivity. 
_ Happy days! And will they no more re- 


turn! ? Muſt we no longer have pleaſure _ 


in inſtructing thoſe who had no maſter to 


teach them,. and. who in their turn exulted 
among their companions, and took pride 8 
in Ving « They had learned to dance at 
the vicar's. With what pleaſure does my 
imagination dwell on ſcenes that are now 
o diſtant !- But they are imprinted on my 


memory in characters too ſtrong ever to 
be obliterated. 8 


Ta — F- fill ramble ound the hills 
ber were ſo dear to me. — ! ſtill fit under 
the ſhade of the great elm-tree, and liſten 
to your Father as he reads.—1 ſtill ſteal 
qut with Maria. on, a, line moon-lighs 

; evening, | 


LAUREN-TIA. 1 


evening, ai watch the ſpots. in the. gar- 
den and orchard, that we . wiſhed to be- 
lieve were the haunts of faries.—Not un- 
frequently am I ſo loſt in reveries of this 
ſort, as to be almoſt inſenſible of what is 


paſſing around me. My uncle taps my. 


ſhoulder, and aſks. me, © if I am already. 


in love—if I have caught infection from 
Laurentia, and am determined to exclude.- 


cheerfulneſs from Ber- Wa ld _ 


But to : 3 fr my digreſſisn 

When I arrived at farmer Norton's, he- 

would have placed me on a ſeat, that was 
a little more elevated than the reſt (and 
which I imagine had been contrived after 


they knew. of my coming) but I declined 


accepting it, and fat. myſelf down by a 
good-humoured girl, whom they called 
Alice; telling the farmer, © that as the 


entertainment was. given. in honor of his 


ſon, I ſhould recommend the young man 

to ſelect the laſs whom he liked beſt, and 

place her there as the preſidentreſs of the eve- 
* 8 | ning. 
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ning.“ The old man ſmiled; and com- 
1 it to be done. Hubert advanced, 
and caſting his eyes towards me, threw: 
me into a Palpitation, that made me in- 
ſtantly repent making fuch a propoſal, 
but it was only momentary. ; for he paſſed 
me with. a. bow, and offered his hand to. 
the bluſhing Alice. She aroſe, and Was 
led to the Fat of honor. 


Tea Was ſerved round in earthen cups, 
and then the muſic (which conſiſted of 
two violins, with a tabor and pipe) made 

its appearance. & piece of. ground, on, 
which the young men. uſed to play at. 
cricket, had, been appropriated: for the 
dance, and I was extremely pleaſed- with 
their contrivance; to prevent the rays of 
the ſun from becoming troubleſome to. 
us, long poles, faſtened! in the ground 
at proper diſtances, from which were ſu- 
ſpended boughs of trees in kind of feſtoons. 
You. would have thought that they had 
ripped the — all round. to ſopply. - 
them: 


LAURENTIA 15 


Hein Wich branches and e for that 


happy evening: And they had the fatis- 


faction of ſeeing their ingenuity crowned. 


with ſucceſs, for we danced very com- 
fortably under the Ae they had thus 
| raiſed.. 


7 


Poor ed Norton was city diſtreſſed to- 


find a proper partner for the niece of his- 


landlord: He told me, he © had invited 
a young parſon that was curate to the 
next pariſn, and who danced monſtroufly- 
well; but being obliged: to attend a fune- 
ral he was not come yet. I hope you will 
| like him Miſs, for you know we always 


reckon a clergyman a gentleman as*long . 
as he behaves well, and Mr. Lownſhend . 


bears a very g good character. in this neigh=- 
bourhood:“ . 12 


At length the curate came, and ſuch 
haſte- had he made, as to be much too 
warm for dancing. I inſiſted on his reſt- 
ing himſelf, and prevailed on the farmer 
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to go down a dance with me. Had you 


ſeen him, Maria, you would have been 


delighted; the honeſt joy that beamed in. 
his eyes, and glowed on his ruddy cheeæs— 
the - leaps he took, which ſtill ſkewed tho 
remains of health and activity, were ini- 
nitely more pleaſing to me than all the. 
attention and fine compliments of a firſt 
rate beau. Ah, exclaimed . 1 
almoſt fancy myſelf. young again. —. 
Would my poor dear wife had lived to 
ſee this day, and to know that our Hu- 
bert was returned ſafe and ſound But I 
muſt not murmur, for ſhe is happy I make 
no doubt. My daughter Bet there” (point= 
ing to her) © is a good girl, and has well 
ſupplied the place of Mother to. the 
younger part of my family; but it is hard 
parting, Miſs ; we had been man and wife 


| almoſt ad e God's wil is 


* done.“ 


41 danced. 5 two dances with the cu- 
rate (Mr. Towoſhend) before we were | 
4 5 ſummoned 


-LAURENTI A. 18 bs 
2 DT 


_ fummoned to ſupper, and indeed the 
grey curtain of eve beginning to fall, made 
a retreat into the houſe very proper. A 
long table was ſpread · in the largeſt room, 
(which was a kitchen) but perfectly clean 
and neat. Our repaſt conſiſted of cold 
meat, fallads, cheeſecakes, ſtrawberries 4 
and cream; nor have J ever enjoyed::a 
ſupper more. The harmleſs jokes that 
paſſed between the parties excited my 
mirth as much as theirs, and I thought 


- the farmer's ale the pleaſanteſt liquor 1. 
ever r drank... | 


. 4 — 
A 
— 4 1 — | > he wb C%. 
== — 8 

5 


| Soon after eleven o'clock my uncle ſent 
the chaiſe for me, and I was the firſt that 
broke from the jovial party; thanking 
them all very ſincerely for having ſuffered 
me to partake of their amuſement, The 
ald farmer bleſſed me for my condeſcen- : 
ſion as he handed me into the carriage, 
and a quarter of an hour brought me ſafe 
to the wood. Adieu. | | 
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VESTERDAT evening, I went a: 


moſt delightful ramble round the 


| pleaſure-grounds (which are extenſive) ;: 
the intenſe heat of the day kept me within 
till it grew late. My aunt, ever diſpoſed. 


to indulge her propenſity for weeping, 
was retired to her favorite cave, where ſhe- 
ſo. frequently laments the death of her 
adored Spencer. — My uncle gone to Lon 


don on buſineſs, and I, without any com- 


panion, wandered out to taſte the ſweets of 
the-evening air. All was filent and ſerene. 
The tranquillity of: my mind. made me 


enjoy every-ſurrounding object. Whether 


I contemplated the beautiful diverſity of: 
wood and water that ſo ſweetly mark this 


ſpot, or whether I raiſed my eyes upwards, 


and gazed on the twinkling myriads above, 


lall was rapture, gratitude and praiſe! I. 


could: 


_ 


* 
* * 


5 LAURENTIA. Fo 


% 


could not help repeating from Mrs. Bar- 
bauld's n Summer' S W rn gol 


« Ye Atsdele of lights, and ſeats of 8 

« Perhaps my future home, from whence the foul 
© Revolving periods paſt, may oft look back 
« With recollected tenderneſs on aal! 
Lo The various buſy ſcenes ſhe left below. pil 
« Its: deep-laid projects, and its ſtrange events, | 
« As on ſome fond and doating tale that ſooth d 
+ Her infant hours. . Es 


"2 was wt ESP away by the fablimity oi of . 
* ſubject that J ſcarce knew where 1 
was, till my foot being caught by the 
root of a tree, brought me to the ground, 
and convinced me I was a mere mortal, 
ſtill on terra- firma. But little hurt from 
the fall I aroſe, and © ſupported myſelf” 
for ſome moments againſt the tree that 
| had occaſioned it: Hearlint a ruſtling be- 
hind me, | turned ſuddenly round to 5 

the cauſe, and perceived a figure clothed 
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MM LAURENTIA.” 
in white dart acroſs the wood ; it ſtopped* 


near the entrance of the cave (of which. | 
J was then in ſight) where it ſeemed to 


beckon with its hand; then paſſed haſtilx 
forward, and I loſt f icht of it. 


Petrified with amazement, 1 ſtood mo- 
tionleſs, perfectly unable to comprehend; 


what ſuch a ſtrange appearance could: 


mean, when I faw Laurentia advancing ;, 
J flew.into her arms, and, almoſt breath- 
leſs, exclaimed, “Did you ſee, did you 
ſee ?” © I ſaw no more than I frequently- 


do ſee at this very hour, returned ſhe. 
% Alas! my. Eglantine, you know not 


the conflicts that agitate the boſom o 


your poor aunt. It is impoſſible to keep 
the ſecret any longer. What you ſaw, 


and what has made your little heart beat 
with ſuch violence, has haunted (if I may. 
o expreſs myſelf ) theſe ſhades for theſe. 

two months paſt. Unwilling to. alarm. - 
you, or ſubje& myſelf to the ridicule. 
of. my brother. Gregory, I. have never 
Wentioned. 


* - 


LAURENTIA. 20% 
met" it, as I could not but think its 


viſits were intirely on my account. In- 
deed I had hoped it would continue in- 
viſible to every one elſe. Your conſter- 
nation has convinced me of the contrary. 


Let us return to the houſe, my dear girl, 


and pray try to e your ruffled. 
Ry” v6 


We ſat own to pp but could nei- 


ther of us eat. Laurentia aroſe, ſaid ſhe- 


was unwell, and requeſted J would attend 
ber to her chamber. She diſmiſſed her 
ſervant, and taking both my hands, placed 


me in a chair, and fat down beſide me. 
c What are the conjectures you have 
for med from the adventure of this eve- 
ning?“ ſaid ſhe. I was too much ſur- 


priſed to form any, and told her, My 


aſtoniſhment had almoſt. deprived me of 
« But. why, ; 


the power of reflection.“ 
my dear child, ſhould you be ſo extreme 


ly alarmed at the idea of a ſupernatural. 


8 2 Did you ever hear of any 


55 _ that 
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20 [LAUREN TTA. 
that were not perfectly harmleſs ? Ever | 


fince the death of my faithful Edmund, I 
have wearied Heaven with prayers that 1 
might have the conſolation to behold the 
ſhade of the departed hero; and ſome- © 
times I have almoſt fancied that his gentle 
ſpirit inhabited the form of a Robin.“ 
« Why, fure,” interrupted I, © you do. 


not believe in the abſurd. doctrine of tranſ- 
migration?“ No, returned he, “ 1 
do not; but fill I think it very poſſible for 
what 1 have juſt inſinuated to happen ;. 


for I am inclined to believe that the ſpi- 
rits of thoſe who once fondly loved us, 
are continually hovering over us, and are 
acquainted with all our actions, if not 
our thoughts. I likewiſe think it poſſible 
that they may ſometimes aſſume one 


hape, and ſometimes another. My rea- 


ſons for ſuppoſing that my beloyed Ed- 


mund had taken the likeneſs of a Robin, 
were not without ſome. foundation ; for 


— 


during the laſt year, a bird of that ſpecies. 


continued to ſhew the greateſt” fondneſs. 
5 8 | andi 
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and attention to me. Whenever I walked 
out, he was flying before me, topped 
when I ſtopped, and perched on the neareſt, 
| buſh, where it conſtantly remained till 
moved from the Place. It was at my 
window every morning, and ſung in notes 
more extatic than you can conceive. [ 
ſtrewed crumbs, but it never eat them, 
and once it was ſo near that I thought I 
had caught it; but it cluded my graſp, 
and J perceived it was only an airy phan- 
tom. I was confined by illneſs ſoon after, 
and ſaw him rio more. When the ſmiling | 
ſpring renovated nature, and your uncle 
was gone into Northumberland to conduẽt 
you Berk, 1 grew better, and again viſited 
my favorite ſpot, which is the cave, fitu- 
ated in the moſt retired and inacceſſible 
part of the wood. I was there one eve- 
ning with Mrs. Rowe's works in my hand, 
and reading aloud the letter to Leonora 
from her guardian Clerimont. When 1 
came to that paſſage—* Were human or- 
Gans: more refined, and your perceptions 


hei * i 
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heightened | to a greater Aelicacy,. you. 
would ſee a thouſand ethereal forms i in the 
full bloom of immortal beauty and unde- 
caying life; not faſhioned to give you 
terror, but love and delight.” Ah! ex- 
claimed I, would J were ſo favored. — 
With what rapture ſhould 1 gaze on that 
dear form whoſe . untimely death I muſt 
ever lament? Oh! Spencer, adorable 
Spencer! if indeed thou ever leaveſt the 
manſions of ſplendid bliſs — if thou art 
Kill ſenſible of the purity of that flame, 
which thou, and thou only, couldſt inſpire 
in the boſom of thy Laurentia, condeſcend 
to become viſible, if but for one moment, ; 
that I may know ſne is yet dear to thee. 
1 pauſed, my eyes were fixed on tlie 
ground, when a ſmall piece of paper -was 
blown into the cave, which I took up, „ 
and on it was written with a pencil theſe - 
Words: — . Diveſt thyſelf of fear, be 

faithful to the appointment, for to- mor- 

row, at this hour, thou ſhalt behold thy 2 
Edmund.“ | Riveted to my ſeat for ſome 

moments, 


1 LAURENTIA 3 8 
moments, 4 was unable to ſtir; but getting 
up as ſoon as I recollected myſelf, I went 
to the entrance of the cave, and care- 
fully explored every path that led to it. 
No trace of footſteps could T diſcern, all 
was filent_ as at the depth of midnight, 
and I paſſed through the wood with flow 

and ſolemn pace, not reaching the houſe 


till the ſhadows of als had almoſt 0 over- 
een me. 
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1 'was ae as; ic « Loblicd to a mo- 
ment ſworn, being at the cave the next 
evening long before the promiſed hour. 
J waited, yet as the time approached 1 
..almoſt dreaded the event. I looked at 
my watch, it was on the ſtroke of eight: 4 
J liſtened, and heard a fluttering in the 

trees that overhang the entrance of the 

cave; it ceaſed, and all was till again. 

« Ah!” faid I to myſelf, „“ it was a oo 

luſion; he is not permitted to appear.” 

| Scarce had I articulated the murmurs of 

diſbelief, | ere a faint light (like the laft 

beam 
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beam of the ſetting. ſun) eradiated we 


path-way. ] ſtarted, and indeed beheld a 


form, clothed in white. My ſoul was 
oppreſſed with horrors, and died within 


me; my ſenſes forſook me for a time. 


I became motionleſs, and remained in a 
ſtate of ſtupefaction very near an hour. 


Whether 1 ſhould ever have awakened 


from ir I cannot tell, had I not been 


rouſed by Barlow, my maid, and Brian, 
the butler, who were walking in the wood. 


By them I was led home, and Barlow put 


me to bed, ſending for Dr. W, he 


_ aſked me queſtions, but I anſwered not; 
my malady lay beyond his art. Medi- 


cines were, however, preſcribed, and 1 
took them; but ordered the ſervants to 
be ſilent on my illneſs when my brother 
returned. | | 


A few days reſtored me to be as well 
as uſual, I reafoned with myſelf on the 
abſurdity of my fears : I reſolved to get 


the better of them, and was determined 


to 
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to be prepared for another 1 interview. . In 


the mean time my brother arrived, ac- 
companied by you, my dear niece; and 


ſo inſtantaneouſly did your features recal 


' thoſe of your angelic Mother to my re- 
* membrance, that in again weeping for 
the loſs of her, I neglected my viſits to 
he cave.” Thave run the length of my 


Paper, Maria; you ſhall hear from me 


again ſoon, when T will go on with this 


wondertl ſtory; till then, accept the belt 
Tory 2a | nn dee. ETD 
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O ME * days Fl you came 

continued Laurentia,** on a fine & 
evening, I again ſought the wood. My 
mind was then tranquil and ſerene as; the 


mild waters of the grate Avon, I ſeated 


myſelf __ | 
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myſelf e on the rough-ſtone juſt hi the 
cave, leaned againſt the ſtump. of a tree 25 
| . that projected by the ſide, and with a re- 
ſolute fortitude waited the hour of ei ight. 
It was a quarter paſt, when 2 fluttering, 

| like what I had heard before, and the 
"fame pale light again appeared. I was, 
however, quite compoſed, and ſoon ſaw, 
though at ſome little diſtance, the ſame a 
form approach ; it ſtood. fill, and gave 
me time to contemplate 1 Nr but, ah ! my 
Eglantine, how changed! — how, unlike the 
blooming ſoldier that won my virgin heart! 
The countenance'was pale and ghaſtly—a 
wound on one ſide the jaw, ſtill bore the 
marks of the weapon that had entered it. 
He waved his hand, and pointed to his 
 mouth.—He was forbid to ſpeak, and I 
underſtood the ſignal. —My tongue was 
immoveable; I tried to pronounce the 
name of Edmund, but it could not paſs 
my lips; 1 47 and wears nde yrs ang 
Kom: nie. 
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oe: The phantom continued in a muſing 
poſture ſore minutes, then retreated a 
few ſteps backwards—kept its eyes fixed 
on me—bowed its head, and waved its 
hand once more—retreating by degrees, 
as if unwilling to depart, till the inter- 
vening boughs, and the dim obſcurity of 
the place, totally loſt him to my ſight,” 


te And have you never ſeen it ſince ?” 
"aſked I. Ves, four times ſince, but 
generally later in the evening : Indeed it 
ſeems as if it could not appear till the 
gaudy ſun had withdrawn his beams, and 
4 given place to the ſhadows of eve.“ — 
Pardon me, my dear aunt; but for 
what purpoſe does it appear ?” * In an- 
ſwer to my earnelt prayers, to ſooth and 
comfort my afflicted mind.” © And has 
it had that effect — are you any happier 
than you was before?” Alas l I can 
never taſte happineſs till the curtain of 
\ mortality 4 is undrawn, and I am permitted 
to enter thoſe regions where the pangs of 
| 98 ſeparation 
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ſeparation are never known. - If you love 
me, Eglantine, never mention this ſub- 
je before your uncle; he is iin ſome re- 
| ſpects a very infidel. I own I am ſome- 
what puzzled to account how even you 
could ſee, | what I had .hoped to conceal 
from every human eye; but yet the, intel- 
ligent Spencer may know that you are 
gentle. — He approves the friendſhip that 
| ſhall ſubſiſt between us. His dear ſhade 
ſaw you fall, and beckoned me to your 
aſſiſtance; it muſt be ſo, for he never 
beckoned before.“ Ws g 
Thus, Maria, bid my poor infatuated 
aunt run on. In vain did I endeavor to 
perſuade her it muſt be ſome deluſion, 
(and, indeed, had I not myſelf been an 
eye-witneſs, 1 ſhould have doubted the 
| W . of the ſtory.) She was ſhocked at 
my hardneſs of heart, and ſaid, her very 
exiſtence depended on my keeping the 
ſecret, which, I own, makes me very 
ae ; but I could not withſtand her 

| earneſt 
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8 folicitations, and have actually 


made the promiſe ſhe required. It was 
late when | retired to my own chamber, 
and my thoughts were ſo intirely occu- 
pied by what | had ſeen and' heard, that 


fleep was a ſtranger to my eyes. There- 


is a myſtery | in what I have related, into 
which I cannot fathom: The retired life 
Laurentia has led here, prevents her ro- 
mantic notions from being known in the 
neighbourhood ; indeed, ſhe is ſeldom 
ſten five miles beyond the wood. My 


uncle ſeems determined ſhe ſhall not paſs 
another winter in N — ſhire; he lays 
her melancholy has - been indulged' too 


long, and he wiſhes to try what a town life. 
will do towards reſtoring that gaiety, 
which has, for ſome years, intirely forſook 
her. A meſſage from Lurentia informs 
me ſhe is unwell : I muſt attend her im- 


mediately, therefore for the preſent, dear 


Maria, adieu. 
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FOUND my poor aunt in her own 


chamber; ſhe was fitting by a table, 


k / 


with her head reclined on fa pillow, her 


countenance pale and dejected. I ap- 
proached her with viſible concern. She 


took my hand, and gently placed, it on 


her forehead, which. throbbed with much 


violence. I was apprehenſive of a fever, 
and urged the neceſſity of medical aſſiſt- 


ance, She ſilenced. me in a moment, 
laid her hand on her heart, ce The cauſe 
lies deep rooted here,” ſaid ſhe, © though 


- the effects may ſometimes reach my head. 


Do not alarm yourſelf, my dear Eglantine, 


- I ſhall be better preſently.” She doſed 


her eyes from exceſs of pain. I applied 
ſome lavender water to her temples, which 


afforded a "TINO relief. She looked 
op, 
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up, and perceived a tear ſtealing down my. 2 
__ cheek, © Ah! ſay, my Eglantine, ought. 


I not rather to endeayor to ſteal your 
heart againſt theſe ſoft ſenſations, than thus 
to call forth = e * 


1 "ROM my dear aunt als not . with | 
to ſee me unmoved at the ſufferings of a 


fellow- creature, much leſs at thoſe of one 
whoſe tenderneſs and affection claims my 
warmeſt gratitude.” « ] wiſh,” returned 
ſhe, with emotion, © I wiſh to ſee you 
| happy—happineſs and fine feelings are, I 
fear, incompatible,” The fervency, with 
which ſhe ſpoke too » painfully, demon- 


ſtrated ſhe had found it ſo. I could only 


ſigh, and hope not. 


« Your uncle,” faid Laurentia, © is ex- 


expected to-morrow evening, and I had 
determined, before his return, to make 
you acquainted with the woes that have 
marked my youth. Heaven alone knows 


C4 how 
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| how long I Ag: be capable of reciting 


them 4 P 


* 


Believe me, Maria, though it was my 


earneſt wiſh to hear the ſtory of her love, 5 


yer I endeavored to diſſuade ker from 
entering on the ſubject at that time : She, 


however, perſiſted, from the idea, that if 
ſhe could weep plentifully it would do her 
good]; and, defiring me to draw a chair 


cloſe to hers, ſhe began : 25 


« | was once e happy i in he ſociety of a 
ſiſter and two brothers, all of whom were 
older than myſelf; but it ſeemed | as ih 
« misfortune had marked me for her own” 

from my very birth, as that event 9 
fatal to my Mo! ther. Her loſs was ſe- 


verely felt by my excellent Father, who 


never ceaſed to regret it; but he took all 
poſſible care to prevent. that loſs from 
becoming injurious to. his young family, 


by engaging the widow of a reſpectable _ 


clergyman to ſuperintend it immediately. 


Mrs. 
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Ibid; Vennor was in every reſpect quali- 
fied for ſuch an undertaking, and was as 
kind to, and as fond of, my Father's chil- 
dren, as if they had been her wn. Per- 
haps, having loſt her own, her affections 
became more riveted to us. 


"RT, 


« My. Father had been in the army 


when young, and was always compli- 
mented with the title of Colonel by his 
acquaintance: Though he threw. up his 
commiſſion to oblige my Mother when he 
married her, he. ſtill retained a fondneſs 


for the military life, and. nothing but his 


ſtrong ſenſe of parental; duty could have 


prevented him from-engaging, in: it again 


hen he became a widower... For the fake 

of his children (his ſons in particular) he 
determined to give up his time and a- 
tention to the care of their education. 


As I: was the youngeſt, perhaps he 
thought I had -the.. ſtrongeſt claim: to- his 
fondneſs. I was his playsthing, his: dar- 
57 ling 
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ling idol ; ; yet he ſo diſtributed his phules ] 
and careſſes, that I believe I may ſay, not 
one of us ever harbored a thought of his 
being improperly partial to either, and 
we grew up linked together in the ſweet 
bonds of fraternal affection. 


Tc Seymour, my eldeſt brother; whoſe 
diſpoſition was exactly like his Father's, 
had a pair of colours when he was nine- 
teen, and marched with the regiment to 
Scotland. Gregory, the younger, pre- 
fered the Navy, and was entered accord- 
ingly. Your gentle Mother (my lovely 
ſiſter Caroline) felt the pang of being ſe- 
parated from our brothers as keenly as I 1 
did; but Mrs. Vennor, our preceptreſs, 
comforted us,, by urging the probability 
of ſeeing them again ſoon, and as 'our 
time was well filled up in acquiring both 
uſeful and ornamental accompliſhments, 
we became at leaſt cheerful, though we 


could not but experience ſome diminution 
: of 


LAURBNTIA, 


\ 


of + happineſs. from fuch a breach 1 in our 
family cuecle.. - 


« We heard frequently from Seymour, 
whoſe letters abounded with lively de- 
ſcriptions of the country in which he was 
ſituated: He extolled the ſenſe and inge- 
nuity of the Scotch ladies; but he ſaid, 
cc Their manners and exterior wanted 
that innocent, that engaging ſoftneſs, for 
which he ſo highly prized his dear ſiſters.“ 


My Father ſmiled; it was the ſmile of | 
exultation. Ohl my ſweet girls,” ſaid 
he, folding us in his. arms as he ſpoke, 


< never forfeit a juſt claim to the praiſes 
of ſuch a brother: Ye know not the de- 
light, the unutterable tranſports they ex- 
cite in this fond, this affectionate boſom.” 
He retreated a few ſteps, as if to gaze at 
us, folded his arms acroſs, and ſighed. 


« Oh! had it but pleaſed Heaven,” con- 


tinued he, © to have ſpared my Selina, 
my bliſs would have been ſtill greater 
from being ſhared. How would her ma- 
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ternal tenderneſs have been repaid in this 
her lovely offspring! but ſhe is happy, 
aand that ſhall' be my conſolation.” He 
withdrew, and Caroline and I went to 
walk in the garden. Laurentia, ſaic 
ſhe, putting her arm round my waiſt, “ I 
dreamed of our Mother laſt night; FT 
thought ſhe wept over both of us, and 
ſaid we were © the children of misfortune ;; 
but if we continued virtuous, we ſhould;: 
inthe end, enjoy happineſs uninterrupted; | 
and eternal.“ When I awoke this morn- | ; 
ing, my imagination was impreſſed with 
a- degree of ſoft melancholy, oecaſioned 
by the dream, and the converſation which 
J have juſt: had with my Father, has again 
recall ed it! AR!“ interrupted I, hy 
was ſhe taken from us? How I ſhould 
i have loved her, my Caroline, had ſhe 
been ſpared to guide and inſtruct our 
youth!“ We. ſhould; indeed, have 
loved: her, returned Caroline, „but my 
Hather ſays ſhe is happy. Mrs: Vennor ö 
100 is kind · and. amiable z. ine almoſt ſup- 
27 TY. Pies: 
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plies the loſs we have ſuſtained. We muſt: 
not offend our Maker,. by repining at his 
will: Who knows, Laurentia, but that 


our Mother may act as a guardian- angel; 


and follow us unſeen through all theſe 
flowery walks?“ 
ſtant under the ſhade of two ſpreading; 


elms,. between which was a rural bench: 


twiſted with woadbines. It was the firſt 
time an idea of that fort: had ever ſtruck 
me. I ſtopped ſhorty and gazing on my: 
_ fiſter, exclaimed, Guardian-angel, exta-- 
tic thought! then we ſhall never be alone, 
my Caroline.” 
tarily . My Father till laments her 
loſs,” ſaid Caroline; 
when he left us, and only retired to . 
ther the e that oppreſſed his n 


t But cannot my Mother: comfort: 
him ?“ returned.I ; © he is certain of her 

happineſs” Ah! my ſiſter; returned: 
the dear girl, as ſne leaned on my ſhoulder; 
while we are mortal we are {clfiſh.; 'we: 
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. either wiſh to ſhare the happineſs of thoſe. 
we love, or we regret that they are not 
to partake the joys and ſorrows of our... 
ſublunary ſtate. Our worthy Father is 
well affured, that the good and gentle 
Selina meets, the reward of piety and vir- 
tue; yet fifteen years have not been able 
to obliterate the traces of grief left on his 
memory by her death: He ſtill feels a 
vacancy in his heart, which ſhe only could 
 fill--even our filial affection and fond en- 
dearments cantinually remind him what 
ſhe once was.” © You and J love each 
other, Caroline,“ faid I ; * I: could not 
ſurvive the loſs of you fifteen years.” 
„ Huſh, huſh, my ſiſter, and remember 
the noble example of our Father.” I felt 
abaſhed at the reproof. My heart had 
not then experienced a ſofter ſenſation than 
the love I bore my ſiſter; and that was 


1 ſo ardent, ſo tender, I thought life itſelf 
mult be extinguiſhed with it. I was going 
i to reply, but the * of. mx F ather 


prevented r Met N dns 
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e We roſe to meet him, and taking each *_ 
an arm, the tears ſtill trembling in our 
eyes, purſued our walk. Caroline had 
always more command of her feelings 
- than L had. She began a pleaſant conver- 
ſation, and inſenſibly ſtole our thoughts 
from melancholy ſubjects, and we return- 
ed to ſupper quite cheerful and compoſed. 
I have mentioned this circumſtance, Eg- 
lantine, becauſe I wiſh to ſet the character 
of your Mother in its fulleſt point of view 
before you. — Hers was a bright example; 
but I pray Heaven you may never” be 
called to ſuch trials as ſhe. was.” Lau- 
rentia was ſo affected ſhe could not pro- 
ceed; and you, Maria (who tenderly love 
your amiable parents) may form a faint 
_ on in NPY in the boſom of your 


x = 32 
" pres a7 „ 
1 8 ˖ Ry"; 
— — : 
= — 8. > g 
24 VE] 72 


* 


- Bars ANAL 
* 5 

£ 7 — 7 
Sts. at tt Gs ea ar 

— * 


k. B. 


L E r. 


* ” 

: 

1 

8 

1 
2 
7 
Sg » 
bs 7. 
"#3 
4 | 
Fo 
- 
4 
{Ro 
B 1 
29 
*. ' 

» 
4 "=D 
* 275 
TJ 
M0 7 
> 
MY | 
* = 
i . 

4 1 
* *_; 

af 
$5 
. 

. 5 
. 
{3B 

9 * 3 
Þ . 
BA 

. 

, \ 
68G [ 
„ 

is 
' 1 
5 i 
+ =y [3 
1 
> 

7 

10 

D 
WINS 17 8 |: 

1 
q 28 
[1 15 % 
"oy ** 4 i 

"= 
„ 
811 
* Ls 

Fe 7 4. 

N 

2&5 4 H$ 
17 . ! 

IS 

4 » 

i - 4 

hs 
_ 3 

W — 

5 7 

2. * 
1 

=. 1 
25 þ 
* * 
1 f: 
1 

1 

15 lh 7 

Sh 

£7 

4# » 

£48 

1 1 

t +4] 

% IL 
. 
s \ 
ag * bf 

7. & 
1 4 
wtf £ 
* £2341 2s 
K 
4K 4 

1 
141i 
78 = P 
is ty Ns 

7s 4 

41 

1 ) 

»,.* ke 

. 

2 

11 

118 

70 75 

1 

* 

bs S 

* * « 

11 
0 : * 
1 ? 
+ Fans 
5 » i 
2 7 

1285 
1 
1 
. 
£ * * I 
IN N 
WW 
WC ves F 
4 

h 2 
$5 £ 
1443 

* 

i. 
* 
* 7 for 
1 F 

10 $. 
5: 3 
18 1855 
"=. G 
xD ; 
Gr 2 
797 * 
. 
5 ow IT" 3% 
en. 
N 

* - 
＋ 7 
n 
1 

1 5% 
ws {9 

2 N 
wh T3, 2208 
MW. 
N ; 
14 
4 * 
84 

518 
by $ 
e:; 
7 . 

n 

2 4 

- «7 
, 

ö 83 
1 Iv 
1 
nn 
17 TY 
F 
þ 14 ; 
1 
. 
* A 
1 L 
r 
1 fy A 

"+; & 
70 "x " 
* $4.4 
1 o 

27% * 

Nins 
e 
J's 
3% . 

: 4 
ns 

OS 
" $955 whe 
1 

9 1 

+.» 

& | 1 
: i 


* = 2 


. AGF * taps 
— 3 
2 — « ror a” 
5 3 0 p £ 
3 22 7 
* * So 
£ ts 


— — . — 5 ; 


„„ + LAURENTIA. 


EET TIED Tk... 
IN. CONTINUATION... 


+ S. ſoon: as Laurentia was ſomewhat 
compoſed, . the. ee in her 
narrative. 
Seymour had been abſent ſomething | 
more than a twelvemonth before he ob-- 
tained. leave to. viſit his friends-at Caſtle-- 
moor: He. had been made a lieutenant, 
and came home accompanied by a brother 
officer, who was lately promoted to- the 
rank of captain. We had expected them 
ſome days before they arrived. Caroline: 
and entertain: di ouiſelves with forming- 
conjectures of the ſtranger — whether: he 
would be handſome, : gallant; &c. amiable 
| we were certain, or he would never have 
| = 7 thee 
{ 


— — 
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been the choſen i of our bro- 


ther. 


« At length. the happy moment came. 
A ſervant in my brother's livery gave 


notice of their approach. Unmindful of 
forms, we flew to meet them, and left my 
Father far behind. A ſmart phaeton entered 


the court, from which bounded our dear 
Seymour: : Caroline and 1 were in his 


arms in an inſtant; it was impoſſible for 


him to pay his firſt reſpects to my Father; 


we held him too faſt, and he returned our 


embraces and congratulations i in a manner 


that convinced us we had not loſt any : 


e in his affections. 


6 Our Father 9 the hs with 
fi lent delight, 


manly intelligence) gave hitn a ſatisfaction 
which Fathers alone can feel: 
only able to afficulate, « Welcome, wel- 
come, my Gear boy!“ Seymour turned 

2 | | ; | 'to 


The improved looks of- 
his ſon (whoſe countenance ſparkled with 


He was 
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to his friend Charles,” ſaid he, © I aſk 


not your excuſe; you cannbt glory in 


two ſuch ſiſters as theſe” (preſenting us to 
him.) „ But you will oblige your. bro- 


ther, my dear girls, by receiving captain, 


; Barclay as a man who has rendered very 


important ſervices to me. And you, Sir,” 
(addreſſing my Father) will, I am ſure, 
love and reſpect him, becauſe. he is an 


honeſt fellow, and an honor to his by 
feſſion,” 


My Father ſaid what I ſuppoſe i is uſually 
faid on ſuch occaſions. I offered my hand 
with all the freedom of a ſiſter ; but Ca- 
roline looked aukward and confuſed : I 


thought J never ſaw her acquit herſelf ſo 


ill. Her hand was half raiſed to meet the 


_ captain's, but dropt down by her ſide 


again without touching his. Seymour 
ſmiled, and taking the reluctant hand, 


kiſſed it himſelf, and then offered it to 


his friend, who bowed with 85 peculiar 
Sr ace, and preſſed it to his lip | 


LAURENTIA. 1 


e From that moment, 1 believe, Caro- : 
line could ſcarcely, call her heart her o. 
nor was captain Barclay leſs enamored 
with the beauteous ſiſter of his boſom 
friend; Seymour rejoiced at the growing 
attachment, which, he could not but ob- 
ſerve, was taking place between two per- 
ſons he held ſo dear; and my Father, des 
pending on the judgment of his ſon, ſoon 
became equally prepoſſeſſed in favor of 
Charles; indeed, it was impoſſible to be 
otherwiſe: His perſon was elegant, and 
well formed; he had received the beſt 
education, which had not been thrown 
away on unprofitable ground; for he had 
taken every opportunity of improving 
himſelf, and had gained a general know- 
ledge of almoſt every ſubject that could 
be introduced, which gave him great ſu- 
periority over the young men in the 
neighbourhood of Caſtlemoor. His tem- 
per was mild, and eaſily accommodated 
itſelf to the company he mixed with; yet 
chere was a fire, a ſpirit, in his counte- 
| nance, 
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tr © 
nance, that plainly demonſtrated he was 
capable of the boldeſt undertakings. In 
his moſt lively ſallies he was ever careful 
not to let fall any expreſſion that could 
give pain to another; and when the wit 
of his companions has been inclined to 
ſport with any particular perſon preſent, 
Barclay ever ſeemed the moſt uneaſy of the 
two, and uſed every endeavor to divert 
their attention to ſomething widely dif- 
ferent : Such, Dy erer was your 
Father,” | 


Laurentia pauſed — and, oh! Maria, 
what were the emotions of your friend? 
A thouſand melting ideas ruſhed on my 
imagination, To have had ſuch a Father, 
and yet never to have known him! J felt 
a vacancy in my boſom, which I had 
never before experienced. The loſs of 
my. parents had been ſupplied by ſuch 
Kind friends, that I ſcarcely knew they 
were a loſs. My feelings, therefore, at. 
| that moment, are undeſcribable. 


ce F 
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* prieve to pain e my dear girl,. 
ce but your - ſweet 


| continued. my aunt ; 


Mother conjured me, on her death · bed, to 
deſcribe the amiable qualities that marked 


the diſpoſition of her beloved and lament- 
ed huſband. | 


8 


Captain Barclay 5 firſt viſit laſted near 
two months, and when it became neceſſary 
for him and Seymour to join their regi- 
ment, every member of our family la- 
mented their departure; but a proſpect of 
having them quartered 1 in the neighbour- 
hood, helped us to bear it much better 


than we otherwiſe ſhould, and a tender 


correſpondence was eſtabliſhed between 
the two lovers. 


oy Although both my Father and myſclf 
rejoiced at the idea of our Caroline being 


united to a man fo worthy, yet that re- 


Joicing was checked by a ſigh, at the re- 


collection that it would, moſt probably, 
occaſion a ſpeedy ſeparation. 


« The 
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ee The very evening after the two 
friends left Caſtlemoor, we were ſitting in 
the drawing- room with Mrs. Vennor and ' 
my Father, the good old lady vainly en- 
deavoring to engage us in ſome pleaſant 
converſation. Caroline's eyes were fixed 
on a flute that lay in the window, and on 
which her abſent lover had frequently 
played. She, I dare anſwer, heard not 
one ſyllable that was uttered. My Father 
was walking up and down the room 
equally inattentive. I roſe from my ſear, 
and walked with him, mechanically I 
may fay, for I ſcarce knew why I did fo. 
+ We had taken a few turns together, when 
wb he ſtopped, and exclaimed, * If my chil- 
dren ſhould all leave me, 1 will again join 
the army, and ſpend my. old age as I did 
my youth, in the ſervice of my king and 
country.” Lavrentia will never leave her, 
Father,” faid I, taking hold of his arm. 
“Say not ſo, my child, returned he, 5 
et you have not yet felt the force of love. 4 
Tn A few weeks ago Caroline thought as you 4 
do; 
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do; ſhe loved her Father before. any 
carthly 1 | 


ce Indeed, indeed, 1 0 fo ſti, *ſ . 
rupted the ſweet girl, with tears following 
each other down her bluſhing face. I 
know you do; I am perfectly ſatisfied 
with your affection; I did not mean to 
reproach my Caroline; I am by no means 
jealous of her love: I even commend you, 
my dear, for beholding Barclay in the light 
you do; it would have been inſenſible not 
to have done ſo ; but I am too well 7c 
quainted with human nature; not to kf o 
that, without any diminution of love to 
me, you, my child, would now make no 
objection to even quit the kingdom (if 
requiſite) to accompany the man whom 
Heaven ordains to be your huſband.” 


© Caroline was - filent; but her eyes 
ſpoke a language which feeling hearts 
could fully comprehend. My Father 
turned to me, Tou, Lavrentia, love 


Barclay, 
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„  LAURENTIA 


Barclay, as you love your. brothers. Your | 


heart is at preſent a ſtranger to the thou- 
ſand nameleſs anxieties that are 'at this 
very moment ſtruggling. in the, boſom of 
your fiſter ; and, believe me, a wiſh, actu- 
ated only for your happineſs, prompts me 
to pray, that for ſome years it may con- 
tinue fo. My ſons muſt leave me; it is 


neceſſary that they ſhould join the buſtle 
of the world; but you, my girls, Who 


have always been under my own eye, Who 


have ſweetly ſoothed my pains, and by 
your innocent and lively prattle, robbed 


me of wearineſs and grief. —To part with 
you, only in idea, requires a fortitude and 
reſolution I am hardly equal to. Nothing 


but again mingling in the active ſcenes of 
life can ſupport me through it,” Oh, 
my. Father! my beloved parent ex- 


claimed I, dropping on one knee, « Hea- 
ven above 1s witneſs to the vow 1. Nr 


| make, never, never, to leave you.” — 
0. And I,” ſaid Caroline, with her knee 
: half Went. as if ſhe would haye joined me 


: in 


mir 
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in the poſtufe I continued in. & Stop, 

ſtop, my child,“ replied my Father, lay 
ing one hand on her mouth, and with the 
other ſupporting her on her feet, * no 
_ raſh vows, which you will moſt aſſuredly 
break; for I love you both too well to 
wiſh you to facrifice your future happineſs 
by keeping them. Riſe, my dear Lau- 
rentia, and no more diſtreſs me by ſuch 
tender proofs of your affection. Am 1 
not a happy Father, Mrs. Vennor?“ as 
he advanced towards her with one by each 
hand; ©-ro your kind care I ſtand in- 
debted for many of their valuable quali- 
ties, and to you I conſign them to regu- 
late (if poſſible) their affections. Teach 
them'to love with moderation, .that they 
may eſcape the pangs which they have 
torn.“ He uttered no more, but, with 
his hand on kis breaſt, leſt us for a few 
minutes, and, — returning, propoſed 
miiſie, Sag 


* * 


wos ee He 
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He played the violencello himſelf. Ca a- 
roline excelled on the harpſicherd, which 


we both accompanied with our voices; 


and, as my Father choſe the muſic, it 


Was lively, and had the effect he wiſhed. 


Our countenances brightened up, and the 
reſt of the evening paſled ID away.” 


Adieu. 


LETTER VI. 
IN ea ATION 5 


OME N Res | before we 
had the ſatisfaction ſo earneſtly de- 


ſired; and then, to our great joy, we 
were informed that captain Barclay, with 
his company (which included my bro- 


ther) had received their orders to repair 
to N——, a town only three miles from 


Caſtlemoor. To add to our felicity, about 


the ſame time, our brother Gregory re- 


turned 


was likewiſe 1 in the n. 


turned from a cruize. Never was there a 
more en 1 


& Thoſe were the 955 that flew c on ales 8 wing, 


ce mee ev 85 flow'r that decks the ſpring.” 1 


| Time glided on with innocence and peace; 


we thought not of misfortune. Captain 
Barclay became impatient to call Caroline 


his own. He was in poſſeſſion of a gen- 
teel fortune, and had no friends to conſult, 
who could diſapprove the connexion: His 
Mother was living, but ſhe had married 
Major Spencer within a year after the death 


of her firſt huſband, and had lately buried 
her ſecond, who left ove one ſon, and he 


1 


3 Suche was An, my Barclay 
twenty-five, when my Father was prevailed 
on to conſent to their union, which was 
ſolemnized at Caſtlemoor. 8" — 
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„% . LAUKENTEEA- 
« We all {et out for London immedi- 
ately, having promiſed to pay a viſit to 


Mrs. Spencer, who at that time had an 


elegant little villa near Rickmond. We 
found her an accompliſhed and faſhionable 


woman, but one who entered with much 


ſpirit into every ſpecies of entertainment 
that the times afforded, 0 8 


K The ſecond evening, after our arrival 
at her houſe, ſhe had a very large party 


to tea and cards; indeed, her rooms were 
ſo crouded, that both Caroline and the 
captain, with myſelf, were readily excuſed 
from playing. We were arm in arm, 


moving from table to table, when a ſer- 


vant deſired to ſpeak with captain Barclay, 


who immediately withdrew ; but ſoon re- 
turned with a countenance expreſſive of 


Joy, and giving one hand to Caroline, 
and the other to me, drew us towards 
the door, ſaying, * he muſt have the plea- 
| ſure of introducing us to a very agree- 


able 


CO 
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able ſtranger, and. one that HOW merited 
gur regard,” +I 


28 


« It was . half brother, young 
Spencer; he had come from Worceſter 
that day, was in the diſhabille of a tra- 
velling dreſs, and did not chuſe to make 
his appearance before the compan. 


“Language fails me, my dear Eglan- 
tine, when I would deſcribe him to you. 
Picture to your lively imagination every 
thing that is ſtriking and lovely in the 
perſon, of a youth juſt turned twenty, 


/ 


Oer his fine form, and o'er his glowing face, 
© Youth's ripened bloom had ſhed its richeſt grace; 
Tall as the pine amidſt inferior trees, 

« With all the bending ozier's pliant eaſe.” 


« From the moment I beheld him, I 
could eaſily account for the embarraſſment 
o viſible in Caroline, on her firſt meeting 

D 3. | with 
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with his brother, and as the ſame elegant 
writer I have before quoted expreſſes 
herſelf, I felt a © thouſand: dear ſenſations 


#7, 0 


playing round my hearrrt. 


e The cuſtomary congratulations having 


paſſed, Mr. Spencer begged he might not 
detain us from the company; but his eyes 


plainly indicated that politeneſs alone had 
"urged him to make a requeſt, a no 
means conſonant to his wiſhes. 


- & For my own part, I felt the greateſt 
reluctance to return; the converſation of 
card-parties (ever inſipid) were ſcarcely 
ſupportable ; and the gallantry of the men, 
which had before amuſed me, ſeemed to 
degenerate into abſolute impertinence. I 
thought every minute an age till the car- 
riages were announced, and the company 
diſperſed : We were then again joined by 


the dear youth, whoſe attractive figure 


had made ſuch a reſiſtleſs impreſſion on 
my artleſs imagination. 7 - 


1 Barclay 


N fd 


— 


— 
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Barclay pleaded the fatigue of his 
brother, and urged us to retire ſoon after 


eleven; but the ſprightly Spencer, whoſe 
animated looks ſpoke every thing that was 


tender and expreſſive, could not be per- 
ſuaded to feel any fatigue; and fo intirely 


was my attention abſorbed in liſtening to 
him, that I never perceived our company 
had withdrawn one by one, till only my 


Father, myſelf, and the faſcinating orator = 


remained 1 in the room, 


de My dear parent was riveted to his 


chair; I accidentally. caught his eyes as 
they were ardently gazing on mine, and 


watching, with much ſolicitude, every turn 


of my countenance. Bluſhes of the deepeſt 


die overſpread my cheeks in an inſtant. 


I roſe from my ſeat.— Spencer did the 
fame; he reached a candle and lighted it, 
preſſed my fingers as he put it in my hand, 
and, with moſt inimitable grace, wiſhed 
me a good night.“ 
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AUT TN 
« J turned to my Father, and held out 


my hand, as was my uſual cuſtom; he 


kiſſed it with affect ion, but breathed. a. 
ſigh over it, which pierced me to the ſoul: 
I fully comprehended the meaning of it, 


and went up to my chamber with a heart 


ſadly oppreſſed. 

ce J had no Cargline to aka. my= 
ſelf to; ſhe was then the property of 
another, and, indeed, I felt as if the ſen-. 
ſations that diſturbed my reſt were not: of 


a nature to be communicated to any one. | 


' Surely (thought I) I am not in love al- 
ready—yet wherefore the dejection viſible 


in my dear Father? He certainly thought 


ſo, and remacnbe red my vow— Never 
to leave him; yet L will ſtill/ be faithful 


to that vow, and obſerve it with the moſt; 


ſacred punctuality, 


« But the purity of my intentions could. 
not compoſe me; EF was agitated and reſt. 
leſs.—I dreaded to encounter the eyes of 
my: 


AA 


} 


* 


my as, who I Mb not but 8 
poſe had diſcovered what was paſſing in. 
my boſom, and had therefore ſtole away 
that they might have an opportunity to 
teize me. 


When morning appeared, tired of 
my bed, I reſolved on a walk, with the 
hope of recruiting my ſpirits by the ſalu- 
brity of the freſh-air. Devoid of fear, I 
wandered on the banks of the Thames, 
and feaſted my eyes with the beauties of 
nature; but, notwithſtanding the ſtriking 
ſcenes that every where preſented them 
ſelves to my view, the melody of the birds, 


and all that the poets ſo charmingly de- 


ſeribe, I returned to Mrs. Spencer's with a 


heart but little lighter. for the excurſion 'Y 
had _ 


55 The een aſſembſed at Break 
faſt, and rallied me for my early riſing. 
Gregory was always blunt, and ſaid, © it; 
Was a pity I ſhould walk alone.” ” pep. 


FI. 1 20 ciſe: 


| mY 9 


8 


222 


= \ 
. — hb * — 

» RET 1 y K * n 0 + a 6 RT 

Cn Oy ˙¹1 1 

9 3 1 GY "Le Se; - 10 A HR nl ct 8 nn 0 8 * ey 
ITY WY 1 a 12 .-” FRE) & - 7 7 2 
* e Tha * r 2 ee 2 7 * 2 1 . 

4205 ba 1 : . - I 7 22 . 


5 
* 
* 
d, 
; 


»  LAURENTIA 
ciſe had given me a color, which was 
increaſed by the arch looks he continually 


darted at me.— The compliments and at- 
tention of young Spencer added to my 
confuſion, and intirely deprived me of 
the little appetite I had before. 


My dear Father kindly relieved me, 
by propoſing a ride to Hampton- Court, 
which, as it met with general approbation, 
completely engaged their attention, and 
gave me time to recover myſelf. 


<« But why do I dwell on the minutiae 
of ſufferings, which bear no compariſon 
to thoſe I afterwards endured, and yet I 
have ſurvived them. —Memory delights. 
to recal thoſe pains which are ſtill im- 
pregnated with [pleaſure ; but it ſhudders 
at unalleviated miſeries. | 


We continued more than a week at 
Richmond, and then returned to Caſtle- 
Ee | moor, 
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moor, taking the accompliſhed Edround 
with * 


« Mrs. Vennor had been left ſole mana- 
ger during our abſence, and received us 
again with unfeigned joy. 


te The firſt time ſhe- could find an op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to me alone, after 
a moſt affectionate look, ſhe exclaimed, 
«© Ah, my dear Laurentia ! where is all. 
your boaſted reſolution? How have you 
ſuffered your heart to become a prey to 
the moſt tormenting paſſion ? That inno- 
cent and harmleſs gaiety, which uſed to 
delight the fond heart of your indulgent 
Father, is fled, and ſucceeded by a ſoft | 
melancholy that is too apparent ta the 
difcerning eyes of your maternal friend. 
But from whence ſprings your unhappi- 
neſs, ſince it is equally plain, that that 
man, wha has been able to inſpire tender 
ſentiments in your boſom, feels chem in 
their full force in his own d“ 


RS 
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| + © That, my dear Mrs, Vennor,” re- 
turned I, © only adds to the unhappineſs: 
you complain of,—If he loves me to di- 
ſtraction, I muſt ever prove inflexible to 
his fond entreaties. I have breathed a 
vow, and it is regiſtered in Heaven. — 
« Your Father,” ſaid ſhe, © will make 
every proper allowance; he will conſider 
your youth and inexperience. at. the time 
you made it—beſides, you only promiſed: 
not to leave him: Tou have therefore no- 
thing more to do, than perſuade the man: 
of your choice to fix his abode at Caſtle- 
moor; and when buſineſs, or any thing— 
elſe, makes his abſence neceſſary, you: 
may either remain here, or take your 
Father with you.” Thus, my Eglantine,, 
did that dear woman endeavor to reſtore 
_ tranquility to a mind that was torn with 
diſquietude. 


LAURENTIA. 


LETTER WOT 


IN CONTINUATION. 


N a * months captain Barclay and 

my brother Seymour were ordered; 
from N on a recruiting party, and: 
Caroline had lodgings takes for her at. 
W, where her huſhand was quarter- 
ed, Mrs. Vennor accompanied- her, and 
I remained with my Fathers Gregory 
was likewiſe called to the ſhip to which 


he belonged, and ordered on another 
cruiſe. | 
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c“ Spencer yet lingered at Caſtlemoor; 
but he at length was obliged to leave us, 
and attend his duty in raiſing volunteers; 
but before he went he extorted a promiſe 
from my Father, to ſupport his preten- 
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fions to my favor, as ſoon as he ſhould be 


in a ſituation to aſk that hand, which he 


ſhould conſider as the choiceſt treaſure 
this world could beſtow.” 


] intreated him to forget me, to ſeek 


for honor in the field of glory, and ſuffer 


me to continue with my Father, a proof 


of female ſtability.” Edmund looked 


grave, but my dear Father ſmiled at the 
expreſſion, and, clapping him on the 


ſhoulder, ** Have a good heart, my boy, 


and then never fear but Laurentia will 
liſten to the love-tale of a brave ſoldier.” 


e Believe me, Eglantine, I exerted my- 
ſelf to the utmoſt after his departure. I 


4 was determined to be cheerful, let my 


Father ſhould ſuſpect that my attachment 
to him was weakened by my regard for 


Spencer, and that 1 already repented of 


my vow. I flattered myſelt that my en- 
deavors to entertain my Father were 


crowned with ſucceſs; but, alas 7 how 


caſily 


AUR EN II. '& 


- ealily do we impoſe on ourſelves; he hat 
more penetration than J imagined ; he ſaw 


through the farce I was continually acting, 
and though he loved me for the effort, 
he lamented the cauſe. *© Laurentia,” 
faid he one day, © it will not do; I muſt 


fubmit to my deſtiny, I did nor wiſh 


that your Mother ſhould prefer her Father 
to me; neither can I wiſh, that you, my 
child, ſhould - ſacrifice the r of Fu 
days in attending on me. 


| I have watched you with the utmoſt 
ſolicitude, and with pain have I obſerved 


the ſtruggles in your mind. You love 


Spencer, and never can be happy. unleſs 


you are united to him. I ſhall not with- 
hold my conſent, when he is properly au- 
thoriſed to aſk it: But,“ interrupted I, 
“have I not ſworn never to leave you?“ 
ce Better, in ſome. inftances, to break a 
raſh vow than to keep it; but you ſhall 
not leave me: I will fave your conſcience 


that pang, by leaving you. If our troops 
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are ordered to America, as I expect they 
muſt, I will attend them. I have yet 
ſtrength enough left to help teach thoſe 
haughty rebels the obedience and ſubmiſ- 
ſion that! is due to one of the beſt ſove- | 


reigns.“ 


9 


© On my knees J conjured him not to- 
* harbour ſuch a thought, which, if he- 


meant to practice, would only complete 


the wretchedneſs he fo tenderly wiſhed to- 
award from both. my ſiſter and myſelf.” 


J argued, © that perhaps his ſons, per- 


haps even Barclay, might be obliged to 
go, and then what would become of the 
defenceleſs Caroline .and Laurentia, with- 
out a Father, without a friend, to protect 
them.” He appeared ſatisfied, and ſaid, 
« Should. thoſe events take place, he would 
never forſake his dear girls, till it pleaſed 
Heaven to. call him to rejoin his Selina.“ 


« There is certainly no ſuch thing as 
happineſs in this world; at leaſt minds 
that 


that are ſtrongly. tinctured with ſenſibility. 
can ſeldom taſte. it; for if they are ena- 
bled to lift the cup to their mouths, ſome 
unfortunate and bitter dreg (which the. 
unfeeling would eaſily ſwallow) is ſure to 
ariſe and prevent them from compleating 


their draught. 


Caroline, though wedded to the dear 
object on which ſhe ſo fondly doated, was 
far from being happy. Anxiety and ter- 
ror had taken poſſeſſion of her ſoul, —She 

ſnuddered at the bare idea of being ſepa- 
rated from her huſband, and there appear- 
ed every reaſon to. ſuppoſe her fortitude 
would be ſoon called forth to manta ſuch, 

2 Ce 


- 


2 
— 


Br. 7 Barclay mak; Don Berl 
ficed every thing but his honor to have 
ſecured the felicity of his wife; but his 

high · ſpirited ſoul could not ſubmit to let 
his courage be doubted, or to have it 
inſinuated among his brother officers, that 
5 . > NS 
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he was ſunk in ſloth, and remained in- 
active; while every other boſom was 
arduous to manifeſt its zeal to its king, 


and longing to . its ern in de- 
paring its e N r 


1 1 


RE Both he and Ming were y 


more ſucceſsful in raiſing men than they 


expected, or Caroline wiſhed; and the 
conſequence was (when the regiment was 
complete) an order to PO we em- 


| n e 


© The moment we were appriſed of 
that circumſtance my Father wrote to 
captain Barclay, and entreated that my 


ſiſter might be left at Caſtlemoor during 
his abſence. It was a requeſt that was 


acceded to with pleaſure; but the ſituation 
of your lovely Mother (who was far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy) was truly pitia- 
able. Words cannot convey an adequate 
idea of her feelings, nor, perhaps, ought 
I to wound your tender ſoul by too minute 

4] | — 
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* 


a relation of ber ſufferings. — Suffice it 
therefore to ſay, that their parting was 
ſuch as might be expected. On his ſide 
ardent affection, mingled with manly fen- 
ſibility, and ſolemn aſſurances of taking 
ce every poſſible care of himſelf for the 


. = ſake of his beloved Caroline.—He hoped, 


he ſhould ſoon be enabled to return 


crowned with laurels. Men of ſuch diſ— 


- Cipline as his muſt intimidate the inexpe- 
rienced Americans, who would ſoon re- 
turn to their allegiance, and repent of 
that obſtinacy which had rouſed the ven- 
geance of the Britiſh arms.“ 


ec Calan, with arms claſped around 


the neck of her huſband, was diſſolved ia 


tears, —Prophetic fears foreboded it was a 


long and laſt farewell; nor could ſhe be 
prevailed on to relinquiſh the dear em- 


brace till Seymour made his appearance, 


and declared he “ thought ſomething was 
due to fraternal affection. She quitted 


her 
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& Caroline leaned on me a arm of her 
brother. Heaven. preſerve and reſtore,” 


carried almoſt lifeles to a ſofa. 80 
eager was I to. adminiſter remedies to my 
ſiſter, that I was very near being ſpared 


r ( 


myſelf, I followed Seymour into the hall, 
where his friend was waiting for him, — 
Barclay advanced —< I leave my Caro- 


7 


o 
ee eee ee 


vens !“ He ſobbed aloud, and ftraining 
me to his heart, „Farewell, ſaid he, “ 
know you will be kind to both.” _ 


deavored at a ſmile, but a gliſtening tear 
ſtood in his eye, which fell on my lip as 
he preſſed his cheek cloſe to mine. He 
uttered not one ſyllable, but ſtepped into 
the chaiſe after your Father, and left me 

Wonkonleft. 


the pains of ſaying adieu; but recollecting 


Seymour then took my hand; he en- 


her hold, and Barclayr e ruſhed out of the | 


aid ſhe; articulation failed, and ſhe was 


line with you—and 1 leave—oh, Hea- 
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motionleſs, ſupported only 1 the rails wy” 
the ſtair-caſe, 


„Mrs. Venhor came to me, and taking 
my arm, led ne unreſiſting into the par- 
Jour. 
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* Caroline was ſtill on the ſofa, my 
Father ſitting beſide her, Who was him- 
felf io much affected as to be ſcarcely. 
able of offering conſolation. 1 placed 
myſelf on the other ſide my ſiſter, and 
endeavored to ſupport her. A ſilence far 
more expreſſive than words prevailed. — 
While our excellent friend, Mrs. Vennor, 
hung over us with a look of ſympathy, 
the ſpoke—< Be calm, my dear children; 
reſign yourſelves to the will of unerring 
Providence; ye have many comforts left: 
Behold your Father.” Caroline's eyes 
were inſtantly raiſed to Heaven in thank« 
fulneſs; but ſhe attempted a an Ger 
in vain. 
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« Time,” continued Mrs. Vennor, 
- © will, I hope, reconcile you to all things. 

' You have in me, my ſweet girls, an in- 
ſtance of the- mercies of that Providence 
we all adore. I. have been far more 


wretched than you at this moment can 


to my ſoul. The outlines of my hiſtory 
you are already acquainted with; but the 


particular ſource of my misfortunes I have 


be, becauſe I have felt the dreadful reality 
of loſing every one that was dear and near 


never yet revealed: I reſerved it for a 


time when it might be of ſervice, and, tho” 
the recital may again open the wounds, 
which time has, in ſome degree, healed 


over; yet, if I can win your attention, 


yo may, per haps, for a moment, forget 
| that you yourſelves are unhappy.” 


— 


« My Father thanked the good crea- 
ture for her kind intention; but begged 
her to “ defer the relation till evening, as 
he ſhould be obliged to be out on buſineſs; 
and we ſhould then more forcibly feel the 

PT: loſs 


LAURENTIA. Pe. 
Joſs of our friends.” He accordingly left 


us ſoon after dinner, and as it was autumn, 
and the evenings cool, we ordered a good 
fire in the dreſſing- room, and ſeating ur- 
ſelves round it, ſeemed to wait with ſome 
impatience the completion of Mrs. Ven- 


nor's promiſe. She expreſſed herſelf 


obliged for the intereſt we felt in any thing 

that concerned her, and after a pauſe of 
ſome minutes, which was interrupted by 
a figh « or. two, ſhe began. 
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n and this fatal difference in re- 
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'Y Father was a diſſenting mi- 
1 niſter, eminent for piety and 
morality. My Mother had been educated 
in the ſtricteſt principles of the church of 
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| | Fought up.“ The futility of ſuch a rea- 


% 


8 LAURENTIA 
Yieious opinions cauſed many an unhappy 
| Uifpute. between them. 


18 


* They had married from affection, for 


my Mother's friends were diſpleaſed at 
The union; but ſhe had a fmall fortune in 


her own hands, and contended, that ſhe 
had a right to diſpoſe of that and her per> 
ſon as > the thought proper. 


cc M Farher was end handlome 


in his perfon, and by no means rigid in 


his doctrine; for it had been previouſly | 


agreed, that my Mother ſhould exerciſe 


that mode of 'worſhip, which was moſt _ 


agreeable to the dictates of her own con- 
ſcience; but, perhaps, my Father was 


not without ſome ſecret hopes, that in due 
time he ſhould win her over to his way of 


thinking : In that. he Was, however, de- 
ceived, for ſhe always perſiſted © it was the 


duty of every one to adhere ſtedfaſtly to 


at, religion under which they had been 


fon 


*. 
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fon muſt be eaſily ſeen through, and from 
the good-ſenſe and learning, which my 
Father really poſſeſſed : You may like- 
wiſe conclude, that whenever they began 
a controyerſy, he was certain to obtain 
the victory. But my poor Mother, like 
Goldſmith's School-maſter, who, © &en. 
though vanquiſhed, yet could argue ſtill !” 
was not to be convinced, that any errors 
exiſted in the form to which ſhe had been 
accuſtomed ; and though ſhe had not 
ſtudied the: ſubje& well enough to defend 
her cauſe with advantage, yet ſhe could 
obſtinately adhere to her own opinions, 

and refuſe to liſten to whatever pointed at 
an impropriety in —_— 


5 Several of my Father” 8 hearers, who 
had neither his ſenſe or liberality of ſen- 
timent, for thoſe that were of a different 
perſuaſion from themſelves, were at firſt 
highly offended at his taking a wife, who 
did not belong to their ſociety, and after. 
wards diſguſted at the conduct of that 
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wife, who thought it beneath her to aſſo- 
eiate with them. 


« Alas! had ſhe but endeavored to 
conciliate their eſteem by a courteous 
and obliging behaviour, what numberlefs 


pangs had ſhe ſaved him, whom it was 


her duty and higheſt intereſt to obey ? 


ce In the courſe of a few years the effects 


of ſuch contumacious behaviour became of 
very ſerious conſequence. My Father's 


congregation dropt off by degrees, and 
Joined themſelves to a ſociety under the 
patronage of a famous Baptiſt, The ſub- 
ſcriptions leſſened conſiderably, and from 
a very comfortable income they had every 


reaſon to dread the approach of poverty, 


with a growing family, whoſe wants muſt 
unavoidably increaſe their expences. 


« That was more than the pride of 
my Mother could bear, and ſhe prevailed 
on my Father to make a formal reſigna- 

| tion 
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tion of his paſtorſhip, and retire with his 
family into South Wales, where he had 
an eſtate of about thirty pounds per year, 
and on which ſtood a fmall houſe, but 
little better than a cottage. The- intereſt 


of my Mother's fortune (into which they - 


beganto dip) brought in little more than an 
additional twenty : However, with Keeping 
a couple of cows, and exerciſing great fru- 


gality, they hoped to ſupport themſelves 
with Ts | 


cc J was five years old when this change 


took place, with one brother older, and 
two ſiſters younger than 1 


Fs 


« My Father applied himſelf with much 
diligence in all thoſe departments which 


fell more immediately under his own pro- 
vince ; ſuch as cultivating the garden, and 
forming the minds of his . to uſe- 
fulneſs and virtue. 
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No ſooner were we comfortably ſet- 


tled than freſh diſcontent broke out on the 


part of my Mother: She inſiſted on an 
enlargement of the houſe; ſhe thought it 
impoſſible to breathe long in one ſo ex- 
tremely confined. My Father ſighed, and 
aſked © where the money was to come 
from?” She replied, © out of her for- 
tune, to be ſure; he had none of his own, 


| and, if ſne was willing, ſhe could not think 
he had any right to object; for if their 


annual ſtipend was a trifle leſs, ſhe ſhould 
take care to regulate her expences accord 


; ingly,” 


x 4 


wy Workmen were then engaged, and 
two additional rooms built. 


cc The pariſh-church was ſituated about 


2 mile from the houſe, to that my Mother 


conſtantly went, when her health and the 


weather permitted her to go out at all; 


but my Father prefered ſtaying at home, 
when he was prevented from attending a 
* 


EA URENTIA Os 
difſenting congregation ſome miles diſtant; 
and as that was too far for us children to 


walk, we generally accompanied our 
Mother, | 


« As I grew older I became more at- 
tached to my Father; I could not but 
perceive that my Mother paid very little 


attention to any of us; and had it not 


been for my Father's care we ſhould have 
been ſuffered to run about the fields al- 
moſt as wild as the animals in the foreſts. 
1 uſed to wiſh that my Father would re- 


main at home every Sunday, that I might | 


be conſtantly with him: He ſoon per- 


ceived the bias of my ſoul, and gave way 


to it—taking uncommon pains to inſtruct 
me in every branch of uſeful knowledge ; 
indeed, he regulated the avocations of 
every day; three hours were allotted out 
of the morning to be ſpent in ſtudy, the 
reſt was dedicated to domeſtic arrange- 
ments; for, as I became equal to the 
management of the family, my poor Mo- 
STE E2: ther 
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ther ſunk under the 3 of floth, and 


at length into a total indifference to what 
was paſling around her, 

« My brother was a lovely youth, and 
of a diſpoſition moſt ſprightly. Soon af- 
ter he was turned fourteen, my Father 
conſigned him to the care of a friend in 
London, who was to conſult the turn of 
his mind, and put him forward in that 
line to which his genius ſeemed moſt in- 
clined. 


« Poor Evan left Oakliff rich in pray- 


ers and bleſſings - his cheeks were plente- 


ouſly bedewed with the tears of his ſiſters ; 
but, alas ! very little money in his pocket ! 
My Father walked ten miles on the 


road with him, and left him to the care 


of an honeſt waggoner, under the pro= 
tection of an all-wife Providence. 


ce Soon after the departure of my bro- 
ther a malignant fever attacked my Mo- 
7 N ther, 


„ ESUSEFTFES” T8 
ther, which reſiſted the powers of medi- 
cine, and ſoon carried her off. My next 
ſiſter likewiſe fell a victim to the ſame 
diſorder, and died the week after her 
Mother. 1 85 
2 08 This was a ſevere ſtroke, My Fa- 
ther felt it ſo; for, notwithſtanding the 
foibles of his wife, he ſtill fondly loved 
her ; yet he ſupported himſelf under it 
like a Chriſtian ; he even attempted to 
comfort me ! 


ce J cannot forbear mentioning one in- 


ſtance of the ſimplicity of little Fanny, 


who was only five years old when my 
Mother died, and the only child born 
after we ſettled in Wales. My Father 
took her one evening in his arms, and 
told her © not to look ſo ſorrowful, and 
weep ſo much for the loſs of her ſiſter 
Lucy, who was now far happier than we 
could make her—for ſhe is,” continued 
the good man, © an angel in Heaven.“ 
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« Then let me be an angel too, and go to 
Heaven and play with her,“ replied the 


ſweet innocent. My Father was unable 


to ſpeak; he hid his face for ſome mo- 
ments in her frock, and then placing 'the 
child in my lap, he retired to his cloſet. 


The ſaving my poor Mother, ſo often 
talked of, never took -place; every year 


had contributed to the diminution of her 
fortune, and, after her death, my Father 


found, when his debts were all diſcharged, 
that there remained only forty-ſix pounds 


in hand; the forty he remitted to his 
friend in town, who was to do the beſt he 


could with it for the advantage of 80 
brother. 

I My Father had gained . ſome little 
knowledge in agriculture, to which he now 
applied himſelf with double diligence, as 
we had no hope or expectation of help 
from any other quarter than the ſpot on 
which we lived, Charlotte and myſelf 

undertook 


LAURENTIA. 8 


undertook the work of the family,. and 
diſcharged the maid-ſervant. Nor did 


our time paſs unpleaſantly, for while our 
excellent parent was engaged in the field, 


we took care to make a clean houſe, and 
prepare a comfortable repaſt againſt the 


well-known hour of his return; and the 


ſweet ſmiles that beamed from his placid 


countenance richly overpaid us for our 


labor. 


© In the afternaons we fat down to- 


needle-work, and read alternately to each 
other, inſtructing little Frances by turns. 


Our dreſs was ſimple and neat; but ſuch. 
as diſtinguiſhed us from the neighbouring 
damſels: This was a ſpecies of pride. we. 


inherited from our Mother, and as it was 


never carried to any faulty exceſs, or fuf- 
| fered to interfere with our other avo- 


cations, it paſſed unreproved by. mx 
Father.. 
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% Four years elapſt ed without our expe- 


- riencing any other material wiſh than a 


viſit from our brother, ſo ardently did we- 


long to make him a witneſs of the peace 


and content that dwelt at Oakcliff. 


c But, merciful Heavens what an in- 
terruption to our dreams of happineſs! A 
letter came from London, it was ſealed 
er black, and delivered to my Father 
n 4, Sunday evening, juſt after we had 
be liſtening to a diſcourſe of his own 
compoſition on the Duty of Patience 
and Reſignation to the unalterable De- 
crees of Providence.” - 


ce The good man turned pale, his hands 
trembled, and, lifting up his eyes to Hea- 


ven“ Now, O Gracious Father! aſſiſt 


me.” He broke the ſeal, and darted a 

rapid glance over the contents. — We 

watched his countenance, and our eyes 

filled with tears. Now I know,” faid 

C harlotte, ce that we have no longer a 
| brother.” 


0 
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brother.“ She gave a piercing ſhriek, 


and fell againſt the window. My Father 
dropt the fatal letter, and haſtened to the 
aſſiſtance of the poor girl. She ſoon 
opened her eyes. © Tell me, my Father, 
is he not dead?“ ſaid the. « He will 
enjoy happineſs uninterrupted and eternal, 


replied my Father; © he died in an act of 


benevolence—be comforted, my children, 


we ſhall one day rejoin him.“ The fobs. 


that proceeded from each, and the ſtrug- 
gles in his own breaſt, cauſed him op 
ſome minutes. Father of life and light!“ 
added he, © look down with compaſſion 
upon us; forgive and pity. Thou knoweſt 
we are frail. Heal the breach thou haſt 
made, and teach us to bend to thy will. 
Sovereign of the univerſe! ſuecour and 
preſerve theſe thou yet lendeſt to me ;— 
preſerve them from the terror by night, 
and from the, arrow that flieth by day. — 
May they hve to thy glory, and be gather- 


ed to. the ſaints full of years and good 
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He pauſed, and though the tears con- 

tinued to trickle down his face, yet his 

features expreſſed the glow of confidence 
and . 


3 5 We were awed is the fublimity of of 
his deportment, and endeavored to ſup- 
preſs our feelings. The effort did not 
paſs. unnoticed, and conceiving, perhaps, 
that it would be better to acquaint us with 
particulars at that moment, than to renew, | 
ſo pMful a ſubject on te morrow. He | 
again prayed. for ſupport. from the Throne 

of Grace, and then. proceeded to inform 11 
us, that our dear brother had behaved | 
ce ſo unexceptionably in his ſtation (which 
ce was that of clerk to. a merchant of re- 
ce pute) as. to gain the univerſal good-wilk 
« of all who knew him; that four days 
« previous to the date of the letter, a ter- 
« rible fire had broke out at midnight in. 

« the houſe of his maſter (who was abſent 

* on buſineſs:) It began in. a ſmall room 
c at the top of the * pair of ſtairs, 
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ce (where a maid-ſervant. ſlept, who had 
ee neglected to take proper care of her 
candle) where it raged. with much vio- 
« lence, and ſoon alarmed every part of 
« the family, who were all cager to ſave 
ce themſelves: That our dear Evan was 
ce preparing to leave the houſe, when the 
« ſcreams. of Miſs Burton (his maſter's 
ce daughter) who flept in a two pair of 
© ſtairs room, attracted his notice: The 
cc ſtaircaſe was then in flames; but the un- 
« daunted youth ruſhed forward ,Wapped 
the trembling maid in a blanket, and 
ce bore her in ſafety. through them. He 
« had been miſerably ſcorched in the at- 


„ tempt; but, ſtill unmindful of his own. 
« preſervation, he worked with unremit- 


ce ting ardor to ſtop the. progreſs of the 


« conſuming element, till nature was ex- 
ce © hauſted, and he was carried to the houſe: 


« of my Father's friend in an adjoining 
« ſtreet, where he was put to bed, and 
had every neceſſary care taken of him. 
A violent fever enſued, which put a 


1 e period 


SS ——= 
- — 


——_ 


3 


2 — 


_ 
h UT, 
NR 48 
'S « 
— L 
"IS 
l 1 1 
„ 
! i U 
e 
*" Kd LY 
T0008 * 
1 
95 ub 
f G7 
. 1 BY "= 
0 y waz 
[4 D'S. 
3 09 
8 F 
a * 44 
\ 4 wh =; 
n 
} "© 
4 * 
N *. 
"ER 
1 Ws 
HOY 
I 
1a. 
13 
1 
4 % 
l 1 
i v4 
12 
*1 
_— 
* 
* * 
4:44 
_ 
WL. 
1 
31 
1 Ly 
1 1 | 
6 
1 4. 4 
— * FL 
6 
1 U N 1 
1 
1 d 
1 * 4 N 
e 
"7K. * 
4 4 ; 
5 7. 
MELT. + 7 
LIN . 
bs wt | 
bl » wok 1 
ai * 
1 lf 14 It? 
„ 
[1 + 3h 
4 "| 
E; * 
wa * 
ht? \ 
T 14 Ar 
Lt 
0 1 
j Ki 7 
1 > 
: of 
9 7 1 
we 
24 1 "4 
oe 
* 
"Te 
- ny 
5 3 
Lb 
[5 . 7 
* ys 
0+ 
2 
l c 
0 «4 8 
rf x 
£ 1 
Ki 
5 
iy ? » 
„... 
l a 
. 4 
" ' n 
* * * 
„ 
947 f 
8 A 
WT... 
? #3 $ 
A 7 ” 
2% 4 7 4 
© Coed 
0 
+ FR 
$1 
mM | ns 
a a J 
* 1 


— n 
e CET 
|: BE 
ty gp pate 
£5 > Fa.) 
r A of 5 Wo > 
: WER OE 
BLEED Bt II 
a 8 2 
* wi ond 
415 of << 
„0 * — RE Fi 
2 4 — 


—— 


” 
* 
a ; 
8 8 5 3 5 
PPP 
2 Del r . SS 45 
Ls. Cd - - * 
r yy 
33 wER „ * — 9 
5 5 7 Pl * x %: 
> NY 2 — 8 75 — 4 2 N IS 
5 Kee \ 
- * 9 * — Ss . 
— . 5 AFL : 2 
. EE 
1 y : as \ 


Ir 
þ- 
{ 
[3 
F 
i 
"4 
» 
* 
I 
J 


| 
Þ+ 
bt 
L 

1 


0 
- W * 8 p 1 
* A — — * = 4 \ - 
_— e * 2 —_—_ 
_ 7 CIT * — FY * 
7 7 . 
y 6 
po _ P + = el : «agua. Er Raf . oppo Eo n 75 A \ 
wo — — . — — 8 — A N 1 JS " 4 „ 3s = * * FR 22 g 
R _ —— ˙ A © 1 2 J 
2 "_—— r 1 PROT P — — Py — — * „„ . 9 r 
— r = 
- * = — — - - - — hs —_ — SE w_ 


EEE 2s ona 
MR x — 2 — 
„ * — * 


16 TAU R ENT IA. 


* period to his exiftence in the courſe of 
* three days: He was delirious the greater 
ce part of the time; but during his lucid 
«intervals, he ſtill remembered the gentle 
& inhabitants of Oakcliff: He prayed for 


« them, and faid, if his life was ſpared, 


© he would be very kind to his fiſters, 
« and endeayor to repay his Father all he 
« had advanced for him.“ © I am amply 
« repaid,” ſaid my Father, after a ſhort 
pauſe, _* he has died the death of the 
* righlsdus.— 


« Our hour of reſt approached, and we 


_ retired with hearts full of woe. We met 
the next morning, but not with our wonted 


cheerfulnefs, and my Father was uncom- 
monly carneft in his ſolicitations for ſup- 
port under the rod of affliction. When 
he had finiſhed his prayer,, which was 
generally ſhort, he addreſſed himſelf to. 


F | LAURENTIA. 27 
JVM y dear children, I do not expect 
, that you ſhould be inſenſible to the loſs 
we have ſuſtained. —You are more parti- 
cularly deprived of a brother, who might 
have proved a diſintereſted friend : He 
might have been your adviſer and pro- 
tector when this head ſhall be laid low; 
but whenever I leave you, my much-loved 
off pring, remember that you have an 
Almighty Father; put your whole trufl 
and confidence in him, who never forſakes 
the virtuous orphan. w 
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« You muſt not ſink under calamities, 
however great and diſtreſſing they may 
appear; endeavor ſtill to diſcharge the 
duties of your reſpective ſtations, and 
you will moſt aſſuredly find ſupport; for 
in the active diſcharge of thoſe duties the 
mind will be reſtrained from intemperate= 
ly grieving over any misfortune that may 
befal you. I do not, my children, preach 
, That to you, which I cannot myſelf per- 
form,—You have loſt a brother; I an 
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only ſon, and Heaven above is witneſs 
how dearly I loved him; yet I go to my 
_ accuſtomed taſk with gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs.--I leave you to prepare a ſupply 
for thoſe: wants which nature has made 
neceſſary, and I truſt I ſhall,, on my re- 
zurn, find all things in order.“ 


© We were obedient to the injunctions 
received, and more than ordinary careful 
not. to omit the mereſt trifle that we had 
been accuſtomed to perform; and I do 
aſſure. you my dear young ladies, that 
we found our account in it. 1 am, in- 
deed, fully perſuaded, that people in the 
lower walks of life, though poſſeſſed of 
equal ſenſibility, and may as keenly feel 
the firſt ſhock that diſturbs their domeſtic 
comfort,. get over it much ſooner than 
their betters ; They well know that their 
time is too precious to be ſpent in fruit- 
leſs lamentations. — They muſt either work 
or ſtarve, and ſelf:- preſervation is inter- 
woven with our very exiſtence; their 
thoughts. 


* 
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thoughts muſt neceſſarily (in de de- 


gree) accompany the exerciſe they are 


engaged in, and the bodily fatigue they 
daily ſuſtain, generally produces ſound 


ſleep—all which muſt certainly contri- 


bute to reſtore tranquillity to the mind. 
May it not, therefore, with much truth 
be ſaid, that if they enjoy fewer pleaſures, 
their pains are proportionably leſs ? But 
to return from my digreſſion: 


« About two months after the melan- 


choly event I have juſt related, Charlotte 
being indiſpoſed with a light cold, I 
walked out one evening, attended only by 
my ſiſter Fanny and a little favorite dog, 
that we called Trifler. The weather was 
warm, and diſpoſed me to. walk ſlowly ; 
but Fanny run forward, and diverted her- 
ſelf, playing with the dog. We were 
ſ-mething more than a mile from Oak- 
cliff, when Trifler turned ſuddenly round, 
and ran narling and barking at a bull 
that was in the next field. The fence 

(which. 
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(which was but an indifferent one) yielded 


to the fury of the vicious animal, who in- 
ſtantly purſued the dog, and fixing one 
horn in the body of the poor little wretch, 


toſſed him in the air, and, leaving him 
ſprawling on the ground, ran at us. At 
the very moment 1 expected to have fell 


the victim of his rage, a young man, Vith 


only a book in his hand (and who I had 
not obſerved before) darted acroſs the 
field like an arrow from a bow, and kick- 
ed the bull with ſuch violence, as imme- 


diately drew the attention of the beaſt to 


him. The young man then fell proſtrate 
on the earth, and the ſavage creature con- 
tinued to goad him, rolling him over and 


over till they came to a ditch. — The 
ſcreams of Fanny and myſelf brought two 


labourers to our aſſiſtance, who, being for- 


tunately provided with fticks, ſoon beat 


off the bull. 


« 1 then flew to. the gallant youth, who 
Had thus riſqued his life to ſave mine. 
- . The 


e ORs 1 
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The countrymen helped to raiſe him up, 
and we found he was much hurt—one leg 
was broke, and a bad wound in his ſide: 
They humanely took him in their arms, 
and aſked where they ſhould carry him ? 
Almoſt wild with gratitude and terror, I 
intreated they © would take him to Oak- 
cliff; my Father was not unſkilful, and 
could at leaſt fay what was proper to be 
done till a ſurgeon could be ſent for. 


The honeſt creatures did exactly as 
I bid them, and the poor ſufferer ſeemed 
well pleaſed they did ſo. 


« We met my Father a few paces from 
the houſe, to whom, in broken accents, I 
gave a confuſed account of what had hap- 
pened. 


e The generous ſtranger was carried 
in, and laid on the bed that was once 
my brother's. He uttered no complaint, 


but aſſured my Father he was perfectly 


ſatisfied, 
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fatisfied- with what he had done ; it is al- 


- moſt unneceſſary to ſay, we were profuſe: 
in our acknowledgments. | 


One of the men was diſpatched to the 
neareſt town . for a ſurgeon, and the other 
waited to acquaint the friends of our 


Protector with the aecident that had befel | 
him. My Father gently hinted that ſuch 


a ſtep was neceſſary. 


ee The poor youth ſighed, and graſping 


the hand ef my Father“ Ohl Sir, I 


have no friend but in Heaven, ſaid he; 
« J am an orphan, and, after receiving a 


good education, I am left to the mercy of | 
Providence, —I was intended for the mi- 


niſtry, and this being the vacation, I came 


into this country to live cheap. My name 


is Urban Morris; I lodge at an old wo- 
man's, about three miles from hence ; it 
will be ſufficient to inform her that I am 


Prevented from returning at preſent; ſhe 
may ſend me a change of linen, and what 


remains 
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remains with her will indemnify her for 
what I owe, till I am enabled to diſcharge 
the debt myſelf.” | 
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© It was very late when Mr. Price, the 

| ſurgeon, arrived, and the leg of poor 
Morris had ſwelled ſo much, that it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty that 1t could be 
reduced that night: His ſide was likewiſe 
examined,, and occaſioned a ſhake of the 
head from the good Price; however, he 
dreſſed it, and ordered his patient to be 
kept very quiet, and to live very low. 
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« My Father fat up all night] inſiſt- 
ed on doing the ſame ; but towards morn- 
ing Mr. Morris, with great earneſtneſs, 
intreated that I would leave his cham- 
ber, and endeavor to take ſome reſt in 

my own; © for,” added he, with a forced 
ſmile, © I fear I ſhall have occaſion to 
trouble you often,” 


[5 
f ka 
Þ * 
2 
3 
1 
1 
* 
2 
i 
7 
L 
; 
N 
I 
8 
9 
x 
4 
I 
: 
; 
1. 
1 
ib 
| 
=N 
v4 
* 
»-, 
4 
T 


- 


R 0 q n — 4 2 RW * 
0 p IE 1 8 bs 58. 5 bh = . g Y A * F 2 24 0 « : 2 3 8 1 * ==> s 
£2 290 4 TID £ HY OI ap Fr Sh Be cr *- Tarn BET TEALIS EC . 
KR — : l 
-- FM 2 7 _— 2 = 
py = - o « 


- 
. 


n 

+ = ; 
. 
r 


8 a 

8 2 II OA - 
- » oo 5 

— —— 


LAUWEWTIA -- 
ce J obeyed with reluctance, but reſt 1 
had none; the ſituation to which fo amia- 
ble a youth was reduced for my ſake, prey- 
ed on my ſpirits, and prevented me from 
ſleeping : However, not to tire you, I will 
only ſay that it was ſome months before 
young Morris was perfe&ly recovered, 
during which time I was his conſtant nurſe, 
and we had contracted ſo ſincere and 
laſting a regard for each other, as no- 
thing but death could extinguiſh, My 
Father perceived the growing attachment; 
he could not blame his daughter for be- 
ing partial to thoſe virtues which had won 
his own affections; for he already loved 
Morris as a ſon, and he adviſed him 
« to get ordained as ſoon as he conveni- 
ently could—:o take the charge of a flock, 
and prove himſelf a better ſhepherd than 
ſome of his predeceſſors had done.” My 
Father bluſhed as he ſpoke.— Morris was 
affected, and tenderly taking my hand, 
with ſuch a help-mate as my Anna, I 
cannot fail in my duty.“ 
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< He left us as winter approached, 
followed by bleſſings and tears. 


* Charlotte, whoſe conſtitution had al- 
ways been tender, began to ſicken from 
that time; her ſymptoms were conſump- 


tive, and Mr. Price gave us but little 


hopes of her amendment. She linguered 
through the winter; but as ſpring ad- 
vanced ſhe declined more rapidly. Per- 
fectly reſigned to her fate, ſne one day 


ſaid, © ſhe was thankful to Heaven for 


compaſſionating her ſufferings, by putting 
an end to them. © For, oh, my ſiſter !” 
added ſne, What proſpect of happineſs 
was there for me on earth ? You, whom 
I ſo tenderly love, would have deteſted 
me; you would leave Fanny and I at 
Oazk⸗cliff, and become the wife of Morris. 
But ſurely you will not hate me ? You 


will ſtill extend an eye of pity to my frail- 


ty, when I own, that I could not be a 
witneſs of the amiable qualities of that 
dear youth, without feeling an affection 
| e that 
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that has, in the cad, ade me NPY 
You may look ſurpriſed, my Anna, for I 
really loved him; yet never did I wiſh 
that he ſhould love you leſs. I ſoon ſaw 
that he regarded me as a ſiſter and a 
friend, —He adored you as the only being 
on earth, for whom it was worth while to 
live.—Notwithſtanding I had no hope, I 
have ſuffered a paſſion to reign in my 
boſom that has helped to deſtroy the 
ſtrings of life. — I feel that I am going, 
and I greatly rejoice. Tou will be far 
happier without me. Comfort my Fa- 
ther, and grieve not at my death. A few 
ſhort 12 and Chadous will be for- 
gotten.“ 
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ce Affected as 4 was at her manner, 
my aſtoniſnment was great at her confeſ- 
ſion; nor could I recolle& one circum- 
ſtance whereby I might diſcover that ſhe 
had ever betrayed any particular tokens 
of affection, ſo” artfully had the dear girl 
concealed it, I gently upbraided her © for 
keeping 


AC c ns Be ae nta g 


— OED 3 — — 


— 
— 1232 * 
Py — — 
a 52a » 
— — — — 
* 
0 


> * 
84 AT» WT 

22 a * or q 
JS Ft EY ENT — 


—_ 3 n 
0 * - i. . 8 
3 — — —̃ Ä— "> hats 


-£S 
2 8 ws 
— - Ul 2 
„ >.” "IL 
= 2 — 4 2 — - ” A” 
1 . ˙ - Ä r 
- 9 


3 — 
x CO * 
06 r * 


—_— __ 
"Tj 
ks 
bid I 
4 
1 
1 1 
. 4 
' 1 1 
* £ 
U - . 
* 8 
* + 4 
7 7 -B 
1% 1 
ETSY 
"1.487 
. 
1 
4 i 
11 by 
\ __— - 
1+ =_ 
. 
as ; 4 7 
is N 
* 1 
Mt H 
| 
Ni 
Fr 1 
* 1 
of [1 a : 
34 
le © SY 
7 * 
. 
5 e 
» . 44 
ry 
75 1 
1 8 
+ = 7 
44.444 . { 
ot #* 
1 
1 
i & 
"1 
14 
1668. 1 
Wy ! 
1 174 b 
+18 
Mat" th 
wt F. 
17 
1 . 
it. . 
Tt 
12K s n 
XxX 4 
71 Fel 0 
vl * 
1 
. 
7 
bl 
© 
4 * 
1 
23 
8 ©: 
! 17 
3 
Ti! N 
7 4 l 
N. 
+! 4,0 
* v1 ; : 
18 * b - 
SS 
- "* . 
en 
r 
e 
4 C. - * 
3 K 
1 
6 : - 
1 4 
1 15 1 
7 Hf 
' 1 
4 [4 wn 
7 = 
1 : 
* 
. as | : 
L x . ö 
R 
" 
of * — 
5 Fri 
n 
SV. + + 
e * Fr 
| *; 
r & 
75 1 Ax 
. ip 
'S,' [FEY 
C 1 F L 
1 
1 F 18 
N 
4+ 1 1 
A; i: 
4 4 
* W 
nk 
4.9 
| 4 1 
i a i ! B, 
11 i] 15 
JA. 14 
4 4 
1 2 
nn 
4 1 4 
BR! 
5 by bs 
"3 
1 
"nk" . L 
1 0 NIT 
a 8 
* 4 7 fl 
, 1 . 
\ +: 
* N 
|, 
" [> 
2 4 
IF. © is 
* 
HY 5 
. 
1 . # 
FM 
: 6. 
45 
. Wt 
' 4 126] 
N by I: 
LR 60 
enn 
* » 
4/6434 
3 7 
1310 
$511 


nn 
— 


— 


MA 


LAURENTIA. 97 


keeping the fatal ſecret ſo long ; had ſhe 


been ingenuous, and made a confident of 
me at firſt, I would have endeavored to 
ſtifle a paſſion that then knew no bounds, 
and, if poſſible, have confined it to gra- 
titude only.” © Alas! my ſiſter,” re- 


turned ſhe, © could I impart that to you 


which I dared not to own to my own 


heart? Secluded as we have been from 


the reſt of the world, Urban Morris ap- 
peared to me as ſomething more than hu- 
man; yet for a time I knew not from 
whence my ſenſations aroſe; and though 


I might ſometimes ſigh that I had not 


merit to attract the ſame attention from 
him that you did, yet while I could ſee, 
and liſten to him, I knew not that I was 
unhappy : But, oh! when I found that 
he was to leave us, and you in time to 
accompany him, I was convinced of the 
extent of my wretchedneſs. , I lament 
my infatuation no longer ; I die content, 
and you will be happy. | 
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cc Suffice it to ſay, that I loſt my nter; 7 


ſhe died but two days before Mr. Morris 
returned to Oakcliff; he found us almoſt 
inconſolable. My dear Father never in- 


tirely recovered the ſhock he received by 


her death, though he had reſolution to 


conceal for a time how very deeply i it had 
affected him.” 


« Urban ſtaid ſome weeks with us, 


and was then invited to become the paſtor 
of a large congregation at W=—, The 


offer was too advantageous not to be ac- 


cepted with thankfulneſs; and he was 
again preparing to leave us, when an event 
' happened that almoſt deprived me of my 


ſenſes, and cauſed him to continue ſtil] 

longer at Oak. = 
ard This was no leſs than the death of 
my good and virtuous parent.— He had 
for ſome days complained of a Pain in his 
head, but not ſo violent as to raiſe any 
alarm; and, as is very commonly the 
Caſe, 
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Eaſe, he ; appeared more. cheerful, and 


eat his ſupper with better appetite the 


preceding evening than he had done for 


ſome time paſt, He returned thanks (as 
was his uſual cuſtom) to the Great Giver 
of all things, and prayed for a bleſſing on 


the enſuing night before we retired; and 


then wiſhing us a good night” _ to 
his own chamber. 


« In the morning Fanny and I aroſe, 
got ready the breakfaſt, and wondered that 
our Father lay ſo long in bed. Urban had 
been up two hours, and had dug a piece 
of ground, which he heard my Father 


| fay, © he intended for his morning taſk,” | 


and then coming into the houſe, ſaid, © he 
ſhould reliſh. his breakfaſt well.” The 
clock ſtruck nine, F anny offered to call 
her Father, and going up _ e 
gently at his door. 


No ter being E ſhe opened 
the door, and went to the bed; { thinking 


F 2 | her 
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her Father was in a ſound ſleep, ſhe 
touched his hand, and perceiving it cold, 
came down again, and with much ſimpli- 
city ſaid © ſhe could not awake him, but he 
was very cold. 


« Oh! my dear young friends, T-can- 
not deſcribe to you what I then felt! 
Every thing horrid—every thing dreadful, 
ruſhed on my mind !—I flew to the ſtair- 
caſe ; but before I had half aſcended it, 
I fell backwards, and was caught by Mr. 
Morris, who was cloſe behind me, and 
had in vain endeavored to prevent me 
running firſt, before he had aſſured 
himſelf how far it might be proper. The 
inſtant my ſtrength returned I fprung 
from his arms, and was in the room in a 
moment. Falling on my knees by the ſide 
of the bed, in a frantic tone, I ex- 
claimed, © Oh, God! thou haſt deprived 

- me of my Father, 
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« Urban was ſhocked at the expreſſion, 
and the wildneſs of my looks added to his 
affright ; but he removed the bed cloaths, 
and felt if the heart of my Father yer 
beat. Ah; no! it had long ceaſed, for he 


was quite ſtiff; a vein was. opened, But a it 
could not bleed. 


ce The agitation 1 was im again called 


their attention to me; Urban abſolu tely 


forced me from the preſence of that dear 


corpſe, on which I could have gazed till 
fight had failed me. 


« One of FOR poor labourers happening 
to call, was ſent to requeſt the immediate 


attendance of Mr. Price, to whoſe good 


offices we had before been indebted :: Ho] 


I ſpent the wretched interval I cannot tell, 
for I was inſenſtble to the conſolation of 
my beloved Urban ; and poor Fanny was 
ſo occupied in adminiſtering to me, that 


ſhe ſcarcely Knew her loſs to be ſtill ner 
than mine. 
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c When Mr. Price came, he examined 
the body of my Father, and ſaid, he muſt 
have gone off very eaſy, and, he appre- 
hended, almoſt momentary: Not one 


feature was diſtorted; but his countenance, 


calm and reſigned, preſented the picture 


of a good man. Mr. Price took occaſion 


from thence to animadvert on che happi- 
neſs of the deceaſed, and to recommend 
patience and acquieſcence to the Divine 
Will for thoſe who ſurvived. — This I have 
been told ſince, for 1 was incapable. of 


attending at the time. He likewiſe or- 


dered them to get a nurſe immediately, as 


he could not think it ſafe to leave me 


alone.—He was fearful of a fever, and 
bled. me before he went; but that did not 
prevent his fears from being realized. 


tt For ſeveral days I was delirious, and 
when it pleaſed Heaven to reſtore my 
intellects, I found they had buried my 
dear Father! Fanny was weeping beſide 
me, who ſaid, * ſhe ſhould have died had 
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it not been for the tenderneſs of Mr. 
Morris, and ſure he will not think of 
leaving us,” continued the poor girl, © now 


we have loſt our protector e I would : 


have wept too, but I felt ſo weak, I was 
not able to relieve myſelf that way: How- 


ever, Mr. Price congratulated both Fanny | 


and Urban. on his next viſit, as he then 
hoped the worſt was over, and that, with 


care, I ſhould ſoon come about again, In 
that he was alſo right. 


7 Poor Fanny had no reaſon: to dread 
being left at Oakcliff. Mr. Morris had 
(during my illneſs) wrote to ſome of the 


principle people belonging to the con- 


gregation he was going to take care of, 
and requeſted they would allow him ano- 
ther month's abſence, with which they 


complied: He then began to think of 


ſettling our affairs. My Facher had left 
no will. The little eſtate he inherited was 
entailed, and of courſe went to the heir at 
law :. He was a married man with a large 
5 — 4 1 
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family, and only ſecond couſin to my Fa- 
ther.— Such an acquiſition was very ac- 
ceptable to him, and he ſoon became very 
impatient to take poſſeſſion— indeed, be- 
fore it was ſafe for me to travel far: How- 
ever, the benevolence of Mr. Price ſaved 
us from diſtreſs; on that account he con- 
veyed both my ſiſter and myſelf to his 

own houſe, and recommended us ſtrongly 
to his wife's care, who was as kind to us 
as though we had been her children. 


« Our debts being paid, and every 
thing fold, there remained forty- ſeven 
pounds to be divided between Fanny and 
myſelf; her ſhare was placed in the hands 
of Mr. Price, who then made her an offer 
of continuing in his family, if ſhe could bear 
to be ſeparated from me. It was a hard 
ſtruggle for both of us; but at length 
ſhe conſented to accept the invitation, on 
condition that they would not be offended 
with her, if ſhe ſpent ſome time with me 

when I was * Indeed, I remained 
there 


/ 
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their gueſt myſelf more than three 
months before they would hear of my: 
leaving, Wales. 


„ Mr. Morris had given great ſatis- 
faction to his people, and as he had com- 
municated my ſtory to them, they were 
very deſirous of ſeeing me, and urged him 
to bring me home: He accordingly pro- 


cured a ſupply for two Sabbaths, and- 


returned into the neighbourhood of Oak- 
cliff for the laſt time. 


1 We were married, and ſpent. one- 
week at Mr. Price's, took a tender leave 
of his good family, and ſtill more tender 
one of our beloved Frances, ſetting out 


on horſeback. to travel. by, ſhort ages to- 


E W. « LIE! 


y Nothing nun happened the two 
firſt. days; but towards the evening of the: 
third we. miſtook our way, and got out 


of the road that led to the town we in- 
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tended ſleeping at. It grew dark, i we 
could not perceive any regular path, or 
any thing like a houſe. My fears began 
to grow troubleſome. Mr. Morris ſtop- 
ved his ad and declared he * knew not 
where he was.” But, however, added 
he, „let us ride on, we ſhall, perhaps, 
meet with ſome one preſently who can 
inform us.“ I anſwered: not, but followed 
with a r heart. Up-hill and down- 
hill rode we; but no living creature did: 
we meet, and night cloſed. in very faſt. 


« What will become of us, my dear- 
Urban ?” exclaimed I, © we are certainly 
loſt.” „ Have patience, and be com- 
poſed, my dear Anna,” returned he; 1 
perceive ſomething like a houſe by the 
ſide of the hill before us.“ To that we 
proceeded; but, alas! it was a clump of 
trees. The diſappointment. was to me 
more terrible from the ſanguine hopes I 
had formed of finding a comfortable aſy- 
lum. © Ah!” ſaid I, We muſt die in 
the 
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the fields.“ Talk not of dying, my 
ſweet love; 1 how many have been benight- 
ed, and in circumſtances much more peri- 
lous than ours? We have great reaſon to- 
be thankful. that it does not rain; ſtorms 
: and tempeſts might have aſſailed us; but 
the night is fine, and the ſtars begin to 
twinkle ;—cheer up, my Anna, and ſhew- 
your huſband, that with him yoù cannot 
be diſmayed. I felt aſhamed. of my co 
vwardice, and declared I would complain no 
more. The moon ſoon afterwards ſhone... 
forth, and before midnight we Aiſcerne, a. 
ſmall village. 


« Stopping at the firſt houſe, we knock 
ed loudly at the door, and earneſtly. en- 
treated admittance. We were aſſured. 
from the window they had no accommo-- 
dations for us, but we might meet with: 
ſome at the next houſe but one, on the 
right hand ſide of the road. Thither we: 

bent our courſe, and, after. telling our- 
diſtreſs,” were received, and kindly Pro 
vided with a ſupper and. a bed. I. lept- 
F 6 : foundly,, 
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ſoundly, and was no worſe the next morn- 
ing for the fatigue I had undergone. 


« We left our hoſt with many thanks, 
(for he would not accept of any other 
ſort of acknowledgment) and, being di- 
rected in more intelligible language, got 
into the right road again, and met with no 
other incidents before we arrived at 
W „where I found a neat comforta- 
ble houſe, which had been provided with 
neceſſaries by the new friends of my huſ- 
band. I was introduced to his people, 
who treated me civilly ; but I cannot ſay 
I much liked their auſtere manners and 
grave countenances :. However, the ex- 
treme kindneſs. of my dear Urban made 
ample amends. for whatever was diſagree- 
able without doors: His diſpoſition. was, 
cheerful, and ſometimes bordered on 
drollery ; but that he was obliged to ſup- 
preſs while under the eyes, of his flock ;. 
for ſo narrow and confined were their ideas, 
| | „ 
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chat they thought ir unbecoming a miniſter- 
to ſhake off the gravity of the Pe even 
in common converſation, | 
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0 The inet ſiniles of - my huſband 
were therefore to endear our more fami- 
lar diſcourſe, of which we were never 

| fatiated, &s it was only then that we could 
talk and act without ſome degree VE 
reſtraint. 
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cc Heaven bleſſed u us with two; children; 
which greatly added to our happineſs; 
the attention they required pleaſingly filled 
up every leiſure hour, and leſt me no time 

to > ſigh for trifling amuſements. 
ws had reſided” near ten years at- 
W——, when my huſband became ac-- 
quainted with Mr. Vennor, who had been 
lately preſented to the vicarage. Mr. 
Vennor was at that time engaged in tranſ- 
lating a Greek author, and finding Mr. 
Moiris a good claſſical. ſcholar, he was 
| | very 


0 


o 
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very deſirous of his aſſiſtance :. This oc>- 


caſioned the vicar to. call frequently at our 
houſe, where he would. ſometimes ſpend 
the evening; and, after paſſing an hour 
or two in my huſband's ſtudy, he was 
willing to unbend his mind with more 
N converſation, and would find en- 
tertainment in playing with, and liſtening 


to, the prattle of my children. 


« This intimacy between men, who dif- 


fered only in ſentiments about a few ex- 


ternal ceremonies, but whoſe hearts were 
both ſet Zion- ward, ſoon gave cauſe of 
diſguſt to their reſpective congregations; 
che majority of each thought the road 
to Heaven much narrower, than I hope 
we ſhall any of us find it; and that it 
was impoſſible for men of different. perſua- 
ſions to be both purſuing che * that 

leads to een 5 
0 Mr. Vennor, whom as a nadie man 
could not but lament the illiberal diſpoſi- 
tion 
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tion of his pariſhioners ; this, which was. 
then the prevailing ſpirit f the times, 


gave no other uneaſineſs ; they could not 


ſtrip him of his preferment; but poor: 
Mr. Morris was ſeverely reprimanded by 
the leaders of his people,, and given to- 
underſtand, that, unlefs he dropt all colts 
nexion with the vicar, they could not think: 
of continuing him as their paſtor, 


e Intirely dependent on them, we had? 


no viſible means of procuring ſubſiſtence- | 


without their affiſtance. We had been 
enabled to live, and enjoy the neceſſaries 

ef life, and ſuperfluities we wiſhed not; 
but nothing had we faved, and not a friend 
in the world to, whom we might look: 
for pecuniary favors. 


« My dear huſband was therefore: 
obliged to ſubmit to a bigotted zeal which 
his heart condemned, and by letter in- 
formed Mr. Vennor © of the neceſſity of 
appearing more reſerved in their outward. 

demeanor ; 
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demeanor; but he ſtill hoped and truſted, 
they bore much good-will to each other, 
and ſhould be hereafter accepted by Him 
whom they both ſerved ; who alone knew 
the heart, and in whoſe impartial eyes 
the ſincerely devout worſhipper would 
find favor, whatever. might be the forms 
in which he thought belt. to addreſs his 
Maker while on earth.“ 

« The good vicar acquieſced in what it 
was not in his power to alter. 


« The ſmall-pox breaking out in my 
family ſoon after, obliterated every thought, 
but for the ſafety of my dear children. My 
ſiſter Fanny (who was ſtaying with me) 
was the fiſt who fell a martyr to the 
cruel diſtemper ; ſhe ſickened and died :. 
My eldeſt boy ſoon followed ; and then, 
oh, Heavens! (I am yet alive to tell it) 
I loſt my all my huſband! He caught 
it in his attendance on me, but had. a 
much worſe fort than | had. 


7 ” 
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* recovered ſoon enough to become 
a nurſe in my turn ; and what piety, what 
reſignation, was J witneſs to in his laſt 
moments ; unmindful of pain, he com- 
mended me to the care of the Almighty ; 
he councelled me not to deſpair. « ] had 
myſelf,” ſaid he, © fainted, unleſs I had 
believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord 
in the land of the living. The God of 
the widow will provide for you and the 
dear child I leave behind me: I have 
comfortable aſſurances, my Anna, that 
he will.— Alas! I have no earthly friend 
to recommend you to.” He pauſed for 
ſome time, and then added“ Perhaps, 
the worthy Vennor” . . . — The ſentence 
never was compleated—his generous and 
benevolent. ſoul took flight, and winged 
its way to manſions of peace and love. 
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I was wonderfully ſupported thro- 
*theſe ſcenes of complicated diſtreſs ; yet 
J found but little conſolation from the 
viſits of our people ; their minds were ih. 


general 
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general uncultivated, and though many 
of them meant well, yet the harſhneſs 
of their ſentiments Mocked me. 


« The debts contracted, in conſe- 
' quence of the melancholy events that had 
viſited me, -were more than the arrears of 
my huſband's ſalary would pay. Anb- 
ther miniſter was invited, and he having a: 
family wanted the houſe immediately. — 
Think, oh! my friends, what a.dil-mma: 
I was reduced to; and do not, oh! do 
not, too ſeverely blame the ſtep I after- 
wards took. 


« My dear Urban had been dead only 
three months when Mr. Vennor offered to 
ſhare his all with me: He prefſed me to- 
accept his hand, and he promiſed to be- 
come a Father, indeed, to. my little Evan. 


« It is true, I had offers from ſome, who 
had been my late huſband's hearers, to ſtay 
a time with them ; but that was only a 
temporary. 
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temporary relief: I had no future proſpect 
of providing for myſelf or my ſon, 

The laſt words of my dear deceaſed 
huſband ſounded in my ears: I thought 
he ſeemed to point out the connexion ; 
but my heart revolted at the idea of being 
a bride ſo ſoon; yet I had it not in my 


power to pracraſtinate the time, and ſuf- 
fered Mr. Vennor to lead me to the altar 


almoſt drowned in tears: They were at 
length wiped away by that excellent man, 
the goodneſs of whoſe heart I can never 
enough extol. 


We had been married only a few 
years, when the living of B — was pre- 


ſented to Mr. Vennor; and, prefering that 


fituation to W —, we ſoon agreed to 
reſide there, and there we firſt became 
acquainted with your good Father, 


When my ſon was of proper agp Mr.. 
Vennor ſent him to Oxford, where he 
made 
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made ſuch rapid progreſs in his learning, 
a8 greatly delighted his indulgent Father; 


« But I was ordained to- loſs every 
Aung that was dear to me. 5 


cc Perhaps, the . Father of the 
Univerſe ſaw fit to wean my affections 
fromthis world, by cutting one by one thoſe 
cords which would otherwiſe have held 
me too faſt, and prevented me from fixing 
my thoughts on things above. 


8 My only ckild, my dear Evan, 
caught cold from bathing in the water 
when he was very hot, which threw him 
into a fever, and carried him off before 
Mr. Vennor and I could arrive at Oxford. 


4 How I was conveyed home again I 
know not! Grief cannot kill, or 1 furely 
had ſell its victim. I was reſerved for 
ene more trial, and then I might be faid 
to be left alone in the world! 125 
= WELLES. | ; ct. That. 
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4e That did not happen till three years 
Rel the loſs of my ſon, and I ſcarcely 
need fay it was the death of Mr. Vennor. 


An inward. complaint deprived him of 


life, and me of the moſt tender and afe 
fectionate huſband. 
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«] had be that time been ſo inured to 
affliction, that I bore the laſt ſtroke much 
better than could have been ſuppoſed. 


=" * 1 8 7 
. 


„ As ſoon as my affairs were a little 
ſettled, Colonel Hervey ſolicited me to 
undertake the care of his children. 
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ee The generoſity of Mr. Vennor's dif. 
poſition (to whom diſtreſs never pleaded 
without experiencing relief) had not leſt 
me very rich. — I had, however, a bare 
ſufficiency to keep me. from want; yet 
the amiableneſs of your infancy made me 
feel for the loſs you had ſuſtained in your 
Mother, and 1 determined to accept the 
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offer of becoming at once > your nurſe and 
preceptrefs, 


« How far I have acquitted ya in 
this arduous taſk, T muſt leave your own 
hearts to determine ; but you have been 
to me as my own children. I am as 
deeply intereſted in your welfare, and 
would as. ſohcitouſly promote your hap- 
pineſs, as though I had really TO 
you both into the world. | 


« Believe me theh; when I tell you what 
I myſelf have experienced, that there is no 
comforter like a heavenly one.—Our Gra- 
cious Maker never affſicts us but with a 
view to our gocd ; nor will he ever lay a 
burthen upon us beyond what we are able 
. to bear.” 
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IN CONTINUATION, 


DOUBT not but the tears of my 
gentle Maria flowed frequently on pe- 
ruſing the laſt packet I ſent her. Poor 
Mrs. Vennor ! but ſhe has long ceaſed to 
feel thoſe ſorrows over which we have ſo 
plentifully wept ; and what remains of my 


aunt's hiſtory will ſtill run on in the Pen- 
ſeroſa ſtrain. 


Laurentia had no ſooner finiſhed her ac- 


count of Mrs. Vennor, than ſne purkued, 
the thread of her own narrative. 


e. Although we were extremely affect- 
ed, and participated in the grief which 
the recital of misfortunes . occaſioned in 
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one ſo dear to us; yet, as they were paſt, 
and had happened before our memory, 
we regarded them in the light of an un- 
pleaſ. ant dream. We ſhuddered, indeed, 
at her tale of diſtreſs; but we could not 
forget that we ourſelves were unhappy. 
« J again ſhared the bed of my ſiſter 
Caroline. Love had taught me to enter 
minutely into every alarming apprehenſion 
which an affectionate mind (ſeparated from 
its counter-part) could poſſibly ſuggeſt. 
I knew the meaning of every ſigh that 
_ eſcaped from her boſom, and I fully com- 
prehended the agony of her ſoul when ſhe 
uttered—**< Seas muſt roll between us. 


« believe Caroline was perſuaded in 
her own mind that ſhe ſhould ſee her huſ- 
band ng more—for neither her own exer- 
tions, or our endeavors, could force a 
ſmile that ſeemed ro proceed from the 
heart: She had no pleaſure but in con- 

5 templating 
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templating his picture, and numbering the 
days before ſhe could hear from him. 


Under theſe circumſtances you, my 
dear Eglantine, was uſhered. into the 
world: I was the firſt that received the 
tender offspring of my ſiſter; and from 
the firſt moment of your appearance 1 
fondly loved you. 


* Shue Mother recovered her ſtrength 
in the uſual time, and we hoped maternal 
duties would have engaged her attention, 
and been of ſervice to her ſpirits 3 but, 
although ſhe would ſcarcely bear you out 
of her ſight a mornent, yet her. chief en- 
tertainment was derived from weeping 
over you. In vain did my Father talk.of 
honor and glory—to Caroline they were 
empty ſounds, or only replete with hor- 
ror—ſhe- would willingly have exchanged 
them for the moſt lowly epithets to have 
procured the preſence of her Charles. In 
vain did Mrs, Vennor reeal to remem- * 

Vol. I, 0 brance 


0 
9 
ww. k *þ 
=; 
1 ? 
- 1 
4 * n 
18 
1 
BS 
n 
4 
4 ! 
2: 0} 
\ 356 
/ IS £ N 
N 
"1 A N 
1 N 
I! R 
1 
IVES 
* * 
* 
+, 8 4 
a; 
=” 
1 1 
7 4 N T 
in -» 
1 
[WEE 
e 
a 
in - 4 
4 I 
i 8 
KAY 
14 
* 4 * 
17 
Y Io 
a} © 
+ RA 
| 1 
* ty ( 
_ 2s 
+ = 
| "7 
. 
| 
| 77 
D 
4 
— Y 
3 T 4 
X $* 7 
7 7 
HH 
bt 
_ | 
1 
1 
e 
R 
i 
I. 
# * 
1 
= 
i 
. 7 
* 
7 
8 
r 
* 
8 
4 
1 
"== 
, * 
1 
* 
1 
7 * 
== 
1 bs. 
* 2 
o 
* y 
1 
1 BP: 2 
* 
= 
k ö 
719 
* 
70 3 
= 
1 oy 
x 3 
TH ; 
me l 
1 E 
; 1 
1 W 
d 1 
4 
F N 
1 14 
© 
114.08 
is b * 7 
* 
1 
9 * Fo 


% 

s 
£9 

7 

31 
I 
* 

ut 

* 

. 

[I 
>> 

oy 

1 

! 
4 

£ 4 

** 
£ 2 
oo 7 
CI 7 

U 
* 

= 
* R 

* 

o I 
* 

P 4 

+ Id 

| 

7 
* * 

91 

7 

5 

a 
4 a 
| Li * 
13 
= 

* 

- 4 a 4 

r. 
2 — < 
Y * 
1 
1 } 
WIE - 
WS 
1 
*y l 
i 1 
* = 1 

E 
0 
* 44 
— 
44 ef 

* 
Ws 
i$ 
4*a8 

8 
1 
E 

2 
— £7 
1 
- ; 

4 A 

* 

2 
HP 
1 7 

T 

« 1 
»S _ 
. 
2 
# 4g 
%; k 
- Wa 
1. % 

Wo 

_— 
. 3 
5 5 OS 
ol 414 * 
W. 

WT A 1 
is v * 
17 At 8 2 
\ 3 
_ 
0 25 J 

— 7 

116 \ \ 
* 

T \ = 
1 
hy x 

2 
| 
5 | 
bY F | 
4 


5 
4 
7 
on 
F 

v 

K 
#2 
82 

* 
oY 
* 


ES 


+ > 
owe 


FUSES 


IDS GIL 


* n — ab ec” 
r 


een 

8 2 ** 
2 ; 
38 * 58 


rad 


thoughts dwelt on his beloved Caroline.” 
ag. AN 
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brance the moſt affecting parts of her 
hiſtory. — To your ſweet Mother they 


ſeemed almoſt impertinent.—She would 


only ſigh and ſay— ſhe could not have 
{ urvived * | 


e Winer 3 and aha 


no proſpect of a re- union to cheer and diſ- 


ſipate its gloom.— The flowering ſpring 


fucceeded, and with all its beauties paſſed 
unheeded away. Summer advanced; but, 


oh! my Eglantine, that ſeaſon teemed 


with the fatal cataſtrophe.— The battle of 


Bunker's-Hill terminated the race, that 


the gallant Barclay was allotted to run— 


widowed my poor Caroline, and n 
you, their ſweet child. | 


r The account came from Seymour to 
my Father. A wound had been re- 


ceived by his friend Charles in the courſe 


of the battle, which proved mortal; yet 
he lived through the day, and his laſt 


My brother wrote in haſte, yet it was eaſy 
to perceive his grief was poignant —He 
made no comments —he added no con- 
ſolatory circumſtances; but concluded his 
letter, ſaying—< That with the permiſſion 
of Heaven, the death of the braveſt fellow 


in the n army ſhould not remain long 


unrevenged. 


by My Father endeavored to conceal his 
emotions. He came into the room where 
your Mother and I both were playing 
with you, who had then begun to. take 
notice, and grow very entertaining. You 


reached out your little hand to take hold 


of his watch-chain (which he had fre- 
quently given you before) and I imme- 
diately placed you on his knee. He 
would have preſſed your tender cheek with 
his lips, but his rrembling hands refuſed 
to raiſe the precious burthen ſo high ;— 


_ He would have pronounced a bleſſing . 


but his faultering voice could not accom- 
patty the dictates of his heart. GE 
82 ID | 
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41 inſlantly perceived all was not right, 
and, fixing my eyes on his face,. haſtily 
exclaimed, © My, Father!“ He turned 
to'the window, and paſſed his hand acroſs 
his eyes. Caroline left her child on the 
carpet, and with uplifted eyes addreſſed 
him“ You: have heard from America!“ 
A pauſe enſued. — He then, with much f 


firmneſs, replied, © I have.” 
1 1 
Never ſhall: I forget the air with 1 
which thoſe two words were ſpoͤken! ! 
ce His countenance had aſſumed a digni- 2 
ty and compoſure that at once awed and E: 
terrified us,—We were both ſtruck mute, 4 
and neither dared for ſome moments to 8 
inquire MANS: {iff „ ſo 
bc Caroline could ſupport it no longer: | 
My heart will burſt with the moſt cruel yo 
ſuſpenſe,” ſaid ſhe ; © do not thus torture ſi 
me, my Father ; but finiſh the ſentence, we 


: Ad 
. "sf « 
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and ſay, that ty wretchedneſs com- 
plete.” 


« My Father lifted you from the 
ground, and placing you in your Mo- 
ther's arms, „For the ſake of this ſweet 
infant my Caroline muſt bear up againſt 
the calamities. of war.” That was ſuffi- 
cient to unfold the dreadful tale : Caroline 
needed no more.—She claſped you cloſe 
to her boſom : © Then now will we fol- 
low him to Heaven!“ An univerſal tre- 
mor ſeized her limbs; ſne became pale 
as the ſickly moon before the approach 


of an impending ſtorm, and cold as the 
chilling blaſts of Frebus. — Not a tear 


eſcaped from her eves, nor could all our 
ſoothing pity extort one pearly drop. 


e We were at length obliged to force 
you from her, in order to give you a 


ſupply of food ; but no ſaſtenance could 


we convey into the ſtomach of the wretch- 
el Caroline, She obſtinately refuſed every 
3 kind 
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kind of nouriſhment, and was carried to 
her bed in a ſtate little ſhort of diſtrac- : 


tion. 


e Our prayers and intreaties availed not; 


they were totally unregarded by her per- 


haps, indeed, ſhe never heard them. - 


« For two days ſhe was inſenſible to 
the endearing fondneſs of her dear infant ; 
for although we placed you on her pillow, 
and ſuffered you to ſtroke her face, ſhe 
took not the leaſt notice; her eyes re- 
mained fixed, and the motion of her 
92 was ſcarce perceptible. 


TENN whe third morning ſhe woke; and 
lamented the trouble ſhe gave us; but 
added, © I truſt it will ſoon be over.” — 


She then complied with whatever we re- 


' quired of her, and took both medicines 
and ood, eee in very mall 1 9 8 


. But, 
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. alas they yielded no relief; the 
ſpring of life had been too much depreſſed 


ever to regain their active powers; for 


although ſhe continued to breathe ſome 
days longer, yet never did ſhe appear to 


be in the full poſſeſſion of her faculties till 
within a few hours of her death : Nature 
then made her laſt effort, and proved that 


even our hopes and expectations: of im- 
mortality cannot wholly divert us of anxi- 
ety and concern for thoſe we tenderly 


love. On ſome fond breaſt the parting 
foul relies, ſome pious e the * 
eye requires. 


« Caroline aſked for her child, her 


little Eglantine ; and on your being 
brought to her, maternal affection re- 
turned with full force on her mind. She 
took you in her trembling arms (as we 
raiſed her up in bed) and gazing ardently 
on your innocent features— Muſt I then 
leave you, my ſweet babe? Oh! that 
it would. pleaſe Heaven that thy gentle 
| G4 ſpirit 
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ſpirit might wing its flight with mine, and 
thus eſcape the thouſand nameleſs pangs 
Which otherwiſe thou muſt feel.—It will 
not be. Laurentia, my liſter, into your 
hands I commit this precious charge; 


with ſolicitude watch her youth—educate 
her in the principles of religion and vir- 


tue; and, oh! tell her how many amiable 


traits marked the character of Him who. 
gave her being.—Preſent her with his. 
portrait when ſhe arrives at a proper age 
to value it—and ſay—* it was the moſt 
ineſtimable treaſure her dying Mother had 


to beſtow. Adieu, my lovely child ! may 


the choiceſt bleſſings of Heaven reſt. 


She could no more; her head ſunk back / 


on the pillow, and a cold dew overſpread 
her face; We conveyed you. out of the 


room. I endeavored to ſupport. her ago- 
nized frame, and placed her be n wy 


| boſom. 5 o ; N hs 


« A . end 6 wine 1 forced. 


into her mouth, once more recalled ber to 
/ | 3 — fe. 


EN Ay. 


cg lle. would ſee my „Father if he will not 
be too much affected, ſaid 9 and * 
Father came. 


* Pale and tretibling i: tte t to 
the ſide of the bed; his hand was inſtant- 
ly locked in that of his angelic daughter's; 
their eyes“ were fixed on each other, but: 
not one ſentence broke from either. 
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A ruflling in the throat of Caroline 
made me apprehenſtve it was almoſt over. 
with her. — She faintly articulated,. 
« Farewell! the bitterneſs of death is. 
paſt,” 'and then reſigned the pureſt and 
moſt blameleſs ſpirit that ever inhabited a. 
tenement. of Os" 


of 1 * 5 J FFF "3 S. az; 
* 2 * 1 f * 
E EIS 


Hei Maris, my aunt; ceaſed; ſhe had: 
indeed, almoſt. exhaufted herſelf ; She took 

a ſmall caſe from her pocket, and, putting 
it into my hand —“ Thus do T diſcharge. 
ane part of your fweet Mother's. laſt in- 
ſtructions. I need not bid you be careful 
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of the picture; but open it not before me, 
I intreat you. Alas! my niece,” con- 
tinued ſhe, J was not permitted to ful- 
fil that tender part I ſhould have gloried 
in—preſiding over your infant years. —A 
long blank ſucceeded in my exiſtence, and 
deprived me of that pleaſure, obliging 


your uncle to conſign . to the care of. 
ſtrangers.” 


A ſervant entered- with a letter from 
town, which informed us my uncle would. 
be detained by his buſineſs ſome __ longer | 
than he 8 


„ Then,” faid . « I will en- 
deavor to take ſome reſt; and you, my 
dear girl, will forgive me for keeping 
you in ſuſpenſe till to-morrow; if I am 
able, I will then finiſh the ſtory of my 
woes; and may the conflicts they ſtill 
raiſe in this wretched boſom be ſubſided 
ere the arrival of my WOT r Gregory.” . 


I then 
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I then left my aunt, and retiring to. my. 
own chamber, committed to writing every 
ſyllable ſhe had told me, and which I ſhall 


ſtill ſend to you as opportunities offer. - — 
Adieu. 


LETTER Eb: 
IN CONTINUATION, 


HAD been up moſt of the night, 
engaged with my pen; but getting 


into bed towards morning, fatigue lulled 


we otibep,..and I lay longer mw uſual. 


Laurentia not Frese the reaſon, came 


to ſeek me. I found her by my bed-ſide 
when I awoke. © Sweet are the ſlumbers 
of the virtuous maid,” faid ſhe; *I am 
forry I diſturbed you, Eglantine ; but my 
fears made me apprehenſive vou was um 
66 9 
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rab 
vell, and it muſt be allowed, from having 
l drank ſo freely of the cup of misfortunes, 


T have cauſe to tremble every time it is 
within reach of my + col gut let us 
hope, my dear aunt,” returned I, © that 
the bitter ingredients are all exhauſted, 

and that what till remains in your cup 
of life is clear and palatable.” For 
your ſake, my ſweet girl, I will hope ſo. 
While Heaven ſpares you and my brother 
it cannot add very greatly to my unhappi- 


neſs; and as for what is commonly dread- 


ed as the laſt dreg—1 ſhall recerve it with 
as much joy and thankfulneſs as a poor 
ſoldier receives his furlough to viſit thoſe 
dear friends from whom a Jong and tedious 


War has ſeparated chem.“ 


. And yet 1 3 may be 
very diſtant, replied 1. — Laurentia 
ſmiled. —< It is a ſelfiſn wiſh, Eglantine, 


and not dictated from your love to me — 
how can you prefer my miſerable, low- 


ſpirited exiſtence, to the glorious thought 
of 


— 


e 
» 
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: of ſuppoſing me for ever happy in the 
bliGful — of everlaſting life?“ 


— — 
— . ˖7＋˖Ü1—1e 
* 


” Indved, I have not yet learnt to be 
diſintereſted enough to part with thoſe T 
love, even on ſuch terms: But ſhould not 
that conſideration reconcile you, my dear 
aunt, to the loſs of thoſe friends you ftill 
continue to lament ?? 


She was for ſome moments at a loſs to | 
reply ; but heaved a —y figh, and then- 
repeated: 85 


As thoſe we love decay, we die in part, 
© String after ſtring is ſever'd from the heart, 
Ws | looſen'd life, at laſt, but breathing clay, 
: © Without one pang 1s glad to fall away. 
© Unhappy ſhe, who lateſt feels the blow, 
Whoſe eyes have wepto'erev'ryfriendlaid low 
* Dragg'dling' ring onfrom partial death to deaths, 
Till, dying, all ſhe can reſign=—is breath. 
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Oh, my Eglantine !” continued ſhe, 
* ſuſceptible as is your nature, of every 
tender and friendly ſenſation, you cannot 


28 yet form the moſt diſtant idea of the 


pangs I have experienced. After break= 


faſt 1 will finiſh my fad relation.” 


* che tea· table was removed in 
came the curate: I thought him a moſt im- 
pertinent viſiter then, and I doubt not but 
vou, Maria, are equally, diſpleaſed at the 
intruſion; but as it was a puniſhment ta 
me at the time, ſo ſhall ĩt be to you now. 


He began with the news of the * 


bourhood, and informed us, that Hubert 


Norton and Avice Wheatley were to be 
"\ked in church the next Sunday; that 
the farmer had conſented. they ſhould: 
live in part of his houſe—fo. who knows 
but the old boy may * another dance 
on che oceaion | oe 
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* 
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» 
" * 
— 
o 
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. 1 he does,” replied Laurentia, © 5 
hops * niece will not think of going. 


. enxnly not, without y you approba- 
tion, Madam.” ; 


Poor n looked ſadly morti- 
fied. „It cannot be ſuppoſed,” ſaid he, 
gravely, that Miſs Barclay will find any 

there whoſe education and fortune place 
them in any degree of equality with her- 
ſelf; but had. you known how highly: 
they thought themſelves. honored by her 
preſence, you would not wiſh to deprive. 
the honeſt creatures of ſo much pleaſure.” 


—— 


« By no means; condeſcenſion is ever 

amiable, eſpecially in young people. Eg- 

lantine has ſhewn herſelf among them- 

once, and too much familiarity would lead 

them to conſider her company as no honor 
at all.“ - | | 
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The curate bowed, but made no reply; 
and, to own the truth, Maria, I thought 
the entertainment a very harmleſs one, 
and ſhould myſelf have made no objec- 
tion to another of the ſame kind. 5 


He then related ſeveral little anecdotes, 
which, at any other time, I ſhould have 
been entertained with; but ſo impatient 
did ] feel to be once more alone with: 
Laurentia, that I fear my politeneſs might 
be called in queſtion; and the curate was 
ſuffered to depart without one ſolicitation 
to lengthen his viſit. The ſervants were 
ordered not to admit any company that 
morning, and Laurentia _ 1 : 
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ee Nothing could a exceed the me- 
lancholy that took poſſeſſion of every one 
in our family at the death of your amia-- 
ble Mother. My poor Father was almoſt 
weighed down by it.— You was the only 

| 2 inſenſible of che ſad calamity, and 
ſweetly 
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fweetly ſiniled amidſt torrents of tears that 
were e over you. | 


J endeavored to obey the wiſhes of | 


my Caroline, and devoted my time and 
attention to cheriſh and ſupport the lovely 
1 ſhe had left behind. 


% Mente he habet . I had 


frequent letters from Spencer, who had 


received ſome intimations the regiment he. 


was in would be ordered to America in 
the ſpring ; and he owned, “that his foul 


ardently longed to join my brother Sey- 


mour, that they might aid each other in 
the * he had eee 2 


LEY 


« Alas! I bad no power to forbid h him "Y 


it was more neceſſary than ever I ſhouid 


be conſtantly with my dear Father, whoſe 
health was much impaired ; and the young 
charge, which I conſidered as a ſacred and 5 
binding obligation, had then another claim 
on my tenderneſs, and ſtill pointed out the 
neceſſity 
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neceſſity of a ſingle life : Yet 1 requeſted, 
« that my lover would-not leave Eng- 
land without bidding a perſonal adieu to 
Caſtlemoor. 


cc +" "0 did I before paſs ſo dreary a 

winter, chiding every lingering hour, and 
lamenting the neceflity of ruthleſs war, 
which deprives happy families of their 
brighteſt ornaments and only ſupports — 
which widows weeping beauties, and or- 
Phans mo babes, 


« I was one evening abſorbed in theſe 
melancholy ideas, ſitting in the moſt pen- 
five poſture, and liſtening to the pealing 
rain that was beating againſt the windows ; 
when the voice of diſtreſs reached my 
ears, it. ſeemed like the groans of a man 
in exquiſite pain. I rang the bell, and 
ordered the footman to go to the or, 
ee bim — 5 
«We 


, N 


LAURENTIA. 139 


ee We there beheld a genteel looking 


youth, who had, with much difficulty, 
crawled under the porch to ſhelter himſelf 


from the inclemency of the weather: His 
cloaths were miſerably wet and extremely 


dirty. He faintly ſaid, 1 have been 
robbed, and almoſt murdered. Richard 


ſupported him up, and, by my deſire, 
aſſiſted him into the hall. The other ſer- 
vants were ſummoned, and the poor 
ſtranger carried to a warm bed. 


« My Father went to him, and found 
he had ſeveral bruiſes about his body, and 
one that threatened danger on the ious of 
wa * | 


4 I 


* 8 wis ſent for, who bled 
and preſcribed what he thought expedient; 


but a violent fever came on, attended 


with a delirium, that greatly terrified us. 


We knew not who this unhappy youth 
_ be ; his pockets had been turned 


inſide 
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inſide out, and from himſelf We coal 
gain no certain information. 6 


bo: However, it plesſed Semin to re- 
ftore him; he became ſenſible, and amia- 

dly grateful for the care that had been 
taken of him. He then informed my 
Father that his name was © Louis Darn- 
dec ley, his Father an Engliſhman, who 
4 went over to Italy to improve himſelf 
« in the art of painting, and there mar- 
& ried a native of that country, by whom 
e he had ſeveral children 1, Sir,“ 
continued Darnley, am the eldeſt, and. 
© was brought up to the ſame pro- 
feſſion as my Father; but as my genius. 
ce ſeemed more inclined to portrait paint- 
«© ing (eſpecially in miniature) I have 
e ſtudied that branch with ſome degree 
<« of attention. Not meeting with fuf- 
te ficient employ in Italy, and defirous of 
"es Ka other countries, I determined 
* to try my fortune firſt in England, 
baving 


cc 
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t To this poopeful my Friends made no 


Ke - objection and - raiſing me money 
© enough to undertake: the Joys” 1 ar- 
0 rived fake in London. 


r Not Sang furniſhed with proper 
de recommendations, I ſoon found myſelf 
c greatly diſtreſſed ; and recollecting E had 


„ heard my Father fay, he had a couſin, - 


© who was a clergyman, and lived at 
«© N, U left town, in order to make 
* myſelf known to that.gentleman, hoping 
© he would, at leaſt, make-ſome intereſt 
e to recommend me in his neighbour- 
e hood. I travelled all the way on foot, 
<« ſelling little pieces of painting as I came 
e along to ſupport myſelf, I ſtopped at 
« the firſt public-houſe in N, put on 
©. ſome clean linen, and, with a cheerful 
ic eee deſired they would © ſhew 
er me here the Reverend Mr. Millar 
| ved. 
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er having learned to ſpeak the language 
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6 lived,? The landlord ſhook his head, 
c and I turned pale. © He has been dead 


te theſe two years, Sir, and a great loſs 
« he is to the pariſh—we ſhall never have 
'« a better miniſter. — Pray, Sir, are you 
« any relation, for you ſeem to take on 
% much? I never heard he had any rela- 


« tions, for my part. His wife, poor 


« woman, died ſome years before him— 
ce of grief ſome folks ſay ; for they never 
ce had but two children, and had the mis- 
« fortune to bury them both,” I loſt 
* not one ſyllable the landlord uttered ; 


e but I had no power to interrupt him, 
xc and he entered into a long © | 


cc on. the merits of the deceaſed. 


= 

« ] had bore up with fortitude under 

« all the little diſappointments I had be- 
te fore encountered; but this was a home 


cc ſtroke it came upon me unexpectedly, 


ce and foundeme quite unprepared. My 


5 chagrine was very apparent, and the 


ce landlord could not but obſerve it. He ; 
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< kindly ſaid, © I might ſtay at his houſe 
ce as long I remained in N — , and he 
«© would take upon him to ſay, that he 
ce kept as good AE and as good beds 
cc as any in the town.” 1 had no alter- 
ce native, and continued his gueſt a few 
„ weeks, taking his likeneſs, and ſome 
< others in the town, at a low price, in 
cc order to procure a temporary ſupply. 


« ] was employed by one gentleman to 


ce take a ſmall picture of a young lady, 


c who lives in a village in this neighbour- 
« hood; and returning from thence the 
« other evening, being on foot, I miſtook 
| c the road, and not meeting with any 
© one to direct me right, I wandered 
e about till it became almoſt dark. 1 
< was then attacked by two ſtout fellows, 
« who knocked me down, and, after 


« beat me unmercifully, and rolled me 
ee into a ditch, thinking I was dead. 
+3: * ſoon as they were clear off, I got 
cc out 
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anſwers I diſcovered much . ſenſe, 
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%. 


* out as well as J could, and perceiving 
* a light at ſome diſtance, by degrees. I 


c crawled towards it, and found it this 


« moſt hoſpitable manſion, for whoſe 


<© benevolent owners I ſhall ever pray.” 


«My: Father- then /intreated that the 
poor invalid would make himſelf perfectly 


eaſy, as he ſhould not in future be in 


want of a friend. My Father had known 
Mr. Millar, and reſpected his character; 
therefore whatever aſſiſtance the young 


man might hope for from him, ſhould be 


now rendered by one whoſe intereſt Was, 


perhaps, more extenſive. 


5 % 


c Parnley's acknowledgments were re- 
plete with grateful ſenſibility, and the 
| humility of his deportment won even the 
hearts of our meaneſt domeſtics. As he 
grew better I frequently ſat in his room, 


and aſked him various queſtions, Ig his 


and 


Cavredera + 


wad A | ning 2 "oo means s un- 


ee 


| CF 
* 


e He ſoon beteme very defirdbs of 


© giving us a ſpecimen of his talents, and 


| begged IT would ſuffer him to take my 
portrait; but J peremptorily refuſed till 
he ſhould have gamed more ſtrength, as 


his furgeon judged it an employment by 


no means proper till his health was per- 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed.” He thanked me with 
a grateft 
1 * my commands. 


LY 


«6 You; yp was then ble * 
run ghout, and could repeat many words 
with much facility. Louis Darnley Was E 


tremely fond of you, and would play with . 
gether; he took great = 
delight in teaching you to lifp Italian, and 


you for hours te 


you appeared equally pleaſed to learn 
often laughing in my face, as though you 
was conſcious I did not os "the 
| meaning. * 
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SET. Durnley- was at length, well ellongh 
to quit his chamber, and ride out on 
horſeback, which greatly contributed to 


the improvement of his perſon, as bis 


countenance gradually aſſumed * bloom 
of . n | e 

4 1 Was really handſome, tall, and 
well formed; the turn of his features 
ſeemed to indicate that his natural diſpo- 


ſition was inclined to be lively; but from 


ſome tender diſappointment had contracted 
a penſiveneſs that rendered them truly 
intereſting. He was not more than eigh- 
teen years of age when he was (by Provi- 
dence) thus thrown under the protection 
of my Father, who ſoon became attact 
* „ NY nee 
OP | 8 5 


4c Dura had acquired no r 5 


| ble P of {kill in muſic, and perform- 
ed exquiſitely on the violin. I had almoſt 
intirely negle&ed my practice on the harp- 
ſichord after the death of Caroline, whoſe 

harmonious 


Sues; voice ſo greatly added to the. 


pleaſure 1 once took on that inſtrument. 

I was now encouraged to take to it again, 
more Eſpecially as I perceived it helped to 
ſooth the ſorro 


of my dear Father: It 
therefore became cuſtomary after dinner 
to retire into the parlour where the harp- 
ſichord ſtood, and play for a couple of 


hours, accompanied both by Darnley and 
my Father, on their reſpective inſtruments. 


4 Ph 25 . PH. 8 4 
In one of theſe agreeable little trios, 


I was ſurpriſed by the ſudden entrance of 
Edmund Spencer, who I had not the leaſt 
expectation of ſeeing. for ſome weeks to 
come, He flew to me with all the ardor 
of n impaſſioned lover ; but the graceful 
perſon of Darnley caught his eye, and he 
coldly touched my check. My Father 
embraced him with the warmth of a Fa- 


cher, and introduced the young Italian to 


him as one who was deſerving his eſteem. 
and gave him his hand with an air 
Ha 14! ai of 
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of indifference, which the bluſhing youth 
received with the utmoſt reſpect, and bow- 

- ing upon it, ſaid, He was/obliged.”” - 


* But notwithſtanding the extreme dif- 
fidence and modeſty which marked the 
- demeanor of the humble Louis, Edmund 
could not be perfectly eaſy. I plainly faw 
that jealouſy with her cahkered tooth was 
it gnawing at his heart, —He was but an ill 
| diſſembler, and my Father obſerved there 
was a difference in his behaviour; but 
| 4 ignorant of the true cauſe, imputed it to 
has feelings on the change that had taken 
| 4 5 place at Caſtlemoor fince he laſt viſited 


9 Wo. 
N Ei M68 

. . q 

: 8 i I Po 


b: | fſented to your uncle. He caught you in 
| his arms, and imprinted a thouſand kifles 
on your little ſmiling face. — A manly tear 
guſned from his eye—it was an infectious 

one. The contagion extended to all pre- 
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Wi er After tea you was brought, and pre- 


Wit ., fent, and a few more drops qere added to 
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the many thouſands that had been before 
ſhed, to the beloved memories of Charles | 


and Caroline. 


0 My Father aſked Darnley to attend 


him in the ſtudy. 


e ad l were. let allinat #60 
aukward filence reigned for a few mo- 


ments, which conſcious innocence on my 


part determined me not to interrupt. I 


diſturbed a very happy party,” murmured 
poor Spencer, in a low voice. Oh L 
Edmund,“ returned I, © ſurely you do 
not mean to reproach me for an aſſumed 


compoſure before my dear Father. —Alas! 
could you ſee into the ſecret workings of 
my heart, you would rather pity than up- 
braid me.” He graſped my hand, and 
preſſing it between his, fixed his fine eyes 


on my face, and implored my forgiveneſs, 
faying, © his exceſſive love only had cauſed 


him to fear that the attractions of ſo ami- 


able a youth, as Darnley ppptared to be, 


HM had 
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had lulled my foul to peace.“ © Yor 
muſt pardon me,” continued he, when 
you think of the agonies I endure from 
our approaching ſeparatic n. Heavenalone 
knows how and in what ſtate I may re- 
turn; perhaps disfigured in my features, 
or deprived of a limb. — Oh! Laurentia, 
could you love me under ſuch circum- 
ſtances ? Had you ſeen him, Eglantine, 
his winning attitude, and expreſſive coun- 
tenance, you would not wonder that I 
vowed eterhal love and conſtancy=that 
no change of circumſtances, or alteration 
in perſon, could render him leſs dear to 
Me. 
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F c He ſeemed fatisfied, and bleſſed my 
1 i condeſcenſion a thouſand times; but ſaid, 
Wi with a ſigh, Love is involuntary, and 1 
doubt not the young Italian has found it 
ſo; it is impoſſible to dwell under the 
ſame roof with Laurentia, and not feel its 
Powers.“ I aſſured him, © it was his par- 
+ tiality alone could lead him to think fo, 

WT. "for 


N 5 
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for had not his brother given Caroline the 
preference ſhe ſo juſtly: deſerved? and to 
own the truth, I ſuſpected that poor Darn- 
ley had an attachment to ſome fair maid 
in his own country, for there was an air 
of tender melancholy in his countenance, 


which, I thought, love only could inſpire.” 


„ Edmund ſhook his head, and ſaid, 
ee jt was impoſſible ; but he would-ob- 
ſerve him, and if it was as I ſuſpected, the 
poor youth ſhould not want friends to 
ſend him back to his native country. I 
ſmiled :;—** But do you not remember 
that he is now under the patronage of 
my Father ? and I do not believe that he” 
will conſent to part with him at preſent.” 
Before the ſentence was finiſhed I half re- 


pented I had thus ſpoke; for nothing 1 


could exceed the air of diſappointment that 
fat on the brow of Spencer. He remain- 
ed quite ſilent.— I had nipped in the very 
bud the prettieſt ſcheme that. had ever 
been formed in two ſhort moments; —TI 


H 4 felt 
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Alt mortified: © And have you no more 
confidence im me, Edmund, than to ſup- 
poſe that I ſhould degrade myſelf and fa- 
mily by liſtening to-the vows of an ob- 
icure foreigner (even ſuppoſing what you 
would infinuate ſhould prove true. Hu- 
manity muſt prompt me to pity his mis- 
fortunes ;-but pride (independent of a 
previous attachment) would prevent me 
from beholding him in any other light 

than that he now ſtands in—a dependent 
on wy Father's bounty.” Again he ſo- 
nerd 1 ig'vcnes, and in terms that were 


not to be reſiſted declaring, at the ſame | 
time, he would never more teaze me on | 
the ſubject. 


« Mrs. Vennor, my Father, and Darn- V 
ley, all joined us at fupper ; -and I had N 
the pleaſure of ſeeing ſerenity and eaſe y 
again take poſſeſſion 25 my dear Spencer; 9 
the converſation was general, but animated. 5 

« During la 
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Js During the time Edmund remained 
at Caſttemoor, our young painter was 
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he took a likeneſs. of almoſt every mem- 

ber of the family. „» cc Phis miniature, 
continued Laurentia, drawing one from 1 
her boſom, << which I value more, infi- 

nitely more, than all the gifts of fortune, | 

was. his performance, and the dear origi- 

nal had one of mine exactly the ſame ſize; 

that, perhaps,“ added ſhe, with a ſigh, 

« was trampled to atoms on the hoſtile 
plains of America,” 5 


„ PDarnley likewiſe drew thoſe little 
pieces that hang in my drefſing-room, and | 
which are an exact repreſentation of yo. nl 
my dear Eglantine, in the ſmiling days of Bo 1 
your infancy. Indeed, the poor youth , = 
applied ſo cloſe, and was ſo deſirous of 
giving ſatisfaction to all, that I could not * 
but fear there was ſome danger of a re- 
lapſe; yet I was under the neceſſity of 
ſometimes ſmothering feelings that origi- 
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ling for your © dear Louis,” 
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nated only from compaſſion; ſo careful 
was I to avoid kindling thoſe ſparks of 
__ jealouſy that were but half XUE: in 
the boſom of Edmund, 


a” 


e To fave myſelf pain, and to induce 


| Darnley to be oftener in the air, I con- 
ſigned you to his care, and requeſted as a 


favor that he would walk out with you 
in his hand whenever my engagements 
prevented me from attending you myſelf, 
for I was unwilling to truſt you intirely to 
- ſervants. 


He obeyed with a readineſs which 
proved, that the command was by no 
means grievous; and you became ſo fond 
of your gentleman uſher, repeatedly cal- 
as to afford 
us very high entertainment; and I believe 
the fondneſs was reciprocal, for poor 
Louis was the flave of all your little 
whims and childiſh caprices. 


A 
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e To own the, truth, I really had a 
friendſhip for Darnley : I almoſt regarded 


| him in the light of a brother; nor could 


T bring myſelf to think of his leaving 


Caſtlemoor without experiencing ſome 
reluctance yet it was with extreme con- 


cern that I found Edmund could nos 8 1 


concile himſelf to- the idea of the poo 
fellow's continuing with us. I overheard 


him one day aſk my Father, ce what were 


his intentions reſpecting Louis? whether 


he ſhould detain him in his own family, 
or chether he meant to ſend him into the 
world, aſſiſted by his intereſt and recom- 
mendatid, to make a fortune, by practi- 


ſing that art in Mich he ſo much ex- 
celled ?” 


ec My Father hech « He could not 


abſolutely determine ;” * but owned, © his 


grief had been ſo much aſſuaged in the 
company of Louis, that he did not know 


he had reſolution enough to part with 


bim :” © Beſides,” added he, © can 
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make him very uſeful to me; for Cam- 


den, my ſteward, is got ſo old and infirm, 
he is-perpetually making miſtakes ;" and 
as I do not like to turn the poor fellow 
out of his place — while he lives, Darnley 
may. aſſiſt him, and when he dies, if Darn- 


ley approves of the place, he may take 


it if not, I ſhall have enough for my 
children, if 1 even leave the Poor lad a 
proviſion for * ö 1 


# 
| . 
* 


. 1 that Edmund atented; but again 
aſked, © if Darnley's views would be ſa - 
tisfied in relinquiſhing a profeſſion in which 
he might make ſome figure? * Why,” 


ſaid my Father, rather haſtily, „Did he 


ever intimate to you that they would 
not?” No,“ replied Edmund, © what 
T have hinted was intirely from myſelf: 1 
could even wiſh, that he wonld accompany 
me to America,” Cruel!“ ſaid my 
Father, © muſt I be deprived of every 
comfort? For your going there is a ſad 
neceſſity; you cannot now recede with 
honor; 


+ 


+ 


* 


with torture in the extreme; the remem- 


an univerſal tremor. —My eyes beheld, for 
the laſt time, the braveſt and the beſt of 


well.“ He aſſumed a dignity more than 
mortal, and when ke embraced me de- 
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©" ” honor; for him there can be no ſuch ne- 
ceſſity. — I begin to be ſick of the pro- 
feſſion of arms. God grant a ſpeedy ter- 


mination to this unnatural war, and return 


you with my ſons in ſafety: You ſhall 


then either ſell or reſign your commiſſions, 
and paſs the remainder of your lives in 
rural peace and domeſtic comfort.” IN 


of 9257 * FIN Wa * 
No anſwer was vet 


who; I then feared, was n 15 well ſatis- 
fied as I could wiſh : But the moment of 
ſeparation approached—a moment replete 


brance#of it fill curdles the blood that 
creeps cold round my heart, and produces 


men. Never did his perſon appear to ſuch 
advantage as when he bade me © Fare- 


clared, © that every doubt was vaniſhed— 
that he had-not one uneaſy ſenſation re- 
| | : _ polling 
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ſpecting Darnley; but left me with e 3 


moſt perfect confidence of finding me thus 
good and gentle on his return. He pauſed 


and gazed on me, as though I was his 


only hope; then added, © If Providence 
ever allows my return — if not, we meet 
or ly i in Heaven.” — He again pauſed —his 

eyes were caſt upwards with a look of ſup- 


plication; his under lip had a tremulous 


motion, as though it was we v. and 


. his whole frame ſeemed agonized. - 


. {Os 

5 Y ou cannot but ſuppoſe I more = 
participated in his feelings ; the dreadful 
weight was too great for me to ſuſtain: I 
ſunk on his ſhoulder without life or mo- 


tion. Terrified and agitated as Edmund 


Was, he called for aſſiſtance, and with the 


help of volatiles and cold water, recalled 
me back to exiſtence and miſery; for he 
had ſtaid to almoſt the laſt moment, He 
was obliged to tear himſelf from me, 
within half an hour of my recovery, and 


after again and again embracing me— fled 


— for 
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1 
e 
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E for ever l T hat circumſtance was then 
concealed from my bounded view, or | had 
Ty died on the pot. # 


aa, 1; - 
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_« Darnley Gal almoſt as much af- 
fected as myſelf at the loſs of Edmund ; 
he would fit by me—heave ſigh for ſigh, 

and drop tear for tear. Sometimes 1 
tried ta; charm away my grief by the ſoft A 9 
aid of muſic, beginning with a penſive 
melancholy air, and changing it by de- ll. 

grees to more lively and inſpiring notes, 
till he brought all my ſoul to confeſs the 
powers of harmony were far from being 
only ideal; yet when I was again alone I 
could not help aſking myſelf, © How Ed- 
mund would approve of the manner in 
which I ſpent my time, could he be an 
unſeen witneſs ? How his tender and af- 
fectionate heart (which was ready to take 
alarm from a look of approbation be- 
ſtowed on another) would feel, if it knew 
that I liſtened for hours together to the 
very man he moſt dreaded ; that I ſuf- 


fered 
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fered him to beguile me of tears that 

were due to the abſence of my lover, who 
was then encountering boiſterous ſeas, and 
preparing for the horrors of war? 
Theſe were poignant reflections, but I had 
not reſolution ſufficient to put an end to 
the cauſe that gave them birth. I till. 
permitted the attentions of Darnley, whom 
my beloved Father, for a time, gave up 
almoſt intirely to me, having himſelf ex- 
perienced how wonderfully that amiable 
youth poſſeſſed the power of infuſing deim 
into the boſom of affliction. 


« Time has a me TI was 
wrong—very wrong—for poor Darnley 
took in a poifon, which, I have reaſon to 
. fear, has greatly contributed to pony 
: his F of life.“ 


LETTER 


* 
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LE-T'T ER 
IN CONTINUATION, 


2 OU, Eglantine, continued my 
A aunt, vas the firſt who led me 
to a ſuſpicion that Darnley was actuated 
by any other motive than gratitule to the 
iim for his mreſeryation. One day; 
when my Father and he were gone out on 
horſeback, you cried for a doll, of which 
you was very fond, and which I could not 
readily find; but recollecting that you had 
it early in the morning, and had been 
afterwards in Darnley's room, I took you 
by the hand, and faid we would look for 
it in Louis's chamber; thither we went, 
Where the doll really was, 


« Yau 
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« You immediately ran to a bureau;, 
and, laying your little hand on it, ſaid, 
ee Pretty pictures,” at the ſame time tried 
to pull one of the drawers open. - Scarce 
knowing what I did, I went to aſſiſt you, 
and perceiving it was unlocked ; at firſt, 
merely to pleaſe you, I drew it out, and 
then curioſity prompted me to look among 
the papers on ſeeing there were paintings: 
But what could equal my ſurpriſe, when 
I diſcovered feverat firiking likeneſſes of 
myſelf, all in different attitudes, and in- 
the different dreſſes I was accuſtomed to 
wear! In one, an air of melancholy 
marked my countenance, and a pearly tear 
ſtill hung on my cheek. In another, a 
mile was juſt dimpling my mouth, and 
the ſparkle of my eyes confeſſed NE: re- 
ceived pleafure. 


. 


« In one was repreſented a view of the 
ſea, with a ſhip that ſeemed to leſſen on 
the ſight; and on the beach was a female 


figure with one knee bent to the earth, one 


band 
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hind raiſed in token of adieu, and a 


countenance that certainly bore my fea- 


tures; yet the glowing imagination of the 
painter had formed them more heavenly 
than I can deſcribe ! They were caſt up- 
wards, and had a ſort of wild devotion in 


them that muſt have intereſted every fecl- 


ing heart. 


be piece chat pleaſed me wol and 


that I longed to carry away, was one in 


which you was aſleep on a ſofa, the em- 
blem of innocence itſelf : I was fitting at 
your feet bending over you, with one arm 
on the back of the ſofa, and my forehead 


leaning upon it. Your little hand graſped 


one of my fingers, and your other arm 
was thrown careleſsly over your head, — 


He muſt have taken uncommon pains to 
have finiſhed this, which had received its 


laſt touches, and was in form an oval, with 
ce Laurentia and Eglantine” written at the 


bottom. 
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* ſtaid looking at theſe proofs, of his 
regard, unmindful of time, till I heard the 
trampling of horſes in the court- yard; 
and, looking out of the window, per- 
ceived both my Father and Darnley were 
returned, With all imaginable haſte I 
endeavored to replace every thing juſt as 


I found it, and left the room with Prect- 
Pitation. 


l Gow I felt an u aukwardodf and 
confuſion unknown to me before, and 
was, perhaps, more than uſually reſerved _ 
to the young artiſt, — Not conſcigus of 
having given cauſe for offence, and by no 
means ſuſpicious of my having diſcovered 
his ſecret by ſuch ungenerous means, he 
_ kindly tried to. diſpel a chagrine, which 
he, perhaps, thought proceeded from the 
uſual fountain of all my forrows. — Nor | 
were his endeavors leſs ſucceſsful than 
they had hitherto been --ſuch an incon- 
gruity is there in our worldly wiſdom. 
I had reſolved (as 1 thought) in my own 
mind 


LAURENTIA iu 
mind to be for the future quite on my 
guard; to check the firſt approach to any 
familiar converſation, and by a kind of 
naughty auſterity in my behaviour, recal 
the ſenſes of the deluded Louis, and re- 
ſtore to him that heart for which I had 
no room; yet, no ſooner did I behold 
his gentle penſive aſpect, ſee his earneſt 
ſolicitude to pleaſe and render me ſervice, 
and obſerve the humility of his whole 
deportment, than all my- fine reſolutions 
vaniſhed like an airy dream; and TI could 
not prevail on myſelf to act with rigor 
towards him, to whom I was ſo infinitely 

eee 


. uſed 1 Won to pacify my con- 
ſcience by arguing with myſelf, that he 
knew of my attachment almoſt as ſoon as 
he knew me; that he had ſeen the noble 
odject of it, and had had the moſt con- 
vincing proofs of the ſtrength it had ac- 
quired: He knew that my very exiſtence 
depended on the fafety and return of my 


adorable | 


' : ” > — par 
LY Eg EG 2 - 1 YL — — 
— >. 7 x be — * 3 . CRIT. a 
. : y ST 0 — => ESR +. — — K ke jd > w ou uM nu 3 4--mvf 2 
- "7 - * — — . = — — a 2 „ KA * —— — # 
2 £ 4 S «—· —- ASI. EY = 2 __ - > — 3 — 8 _ di * * 7 % uy bot pol r * — 
a 1 — x — : . — . pt = -— > C þ.- 4 — . — — — * N 8 fot. * - S * L - . 4 . ” 8 Ap 233 * — 2 * * "2 - E 2 4 + 2 ö 
e ; = S — 3 EY , — E 8 12 > Ke 48 1 rant cer. N 14 Ss ns no. — 0 
I — — * — * 1 — W . 8 82 4 1 — g 2 by 2 . > 3933 0 2 & N 8 7 1225 - 
: a 2 2 4 IE "a>" 2 . d þ 0 ads . had; Sys 7 7 +4; ma - — 2 
— oO Tenant rl TEST c 1 - r . 
1 * 5 0 L Y ' % > oc =.” A ? — -, 3 2 5 PLS | 
n 2. ee V9 TTY 7 Fat 8 S l : tl 9 2 * r SE v3 \ 
* s 24 * * SLE RT — — 4 3 W Ax » ©. & 7 = Ko "7 0 * 5 
SE tt An EE et ore Ar oo en FE, ad 
7 "ke ly m_ a 1 * Cal: 8 <5, 4-4 ** 
al 4 ka — 


2 : 
SEO TS; 
EF 
C4 E 4.1% — 
2 — — 
— — a i - 
SE ©, fl l Y 2 
ne ID 2 * 
— * 25 o 
8 4 2 rr 
E r f * * ” 


1 LAURENTIA 


adorable Edmund, to whom 1 had indeed 
plighted every tender vow: If then Louis 
will love me without hope of a return, 
(and the great difference in our ſituation 
ought to have kept him from ſuch hope) 
if he will not make ſome effort to re- 
gain his peace, am I to blame ? Can 1 
do that for him which he refuſes to do for 
himſelf ?? 


From a chouſand inadvertencies] now 
diſcovered the power I had unknowingly | 
acquired | over him; not that he ever pre- 
ſumed, even in a diſtant manner, to give 
the ſlighteſt hint that the moſt jealous 
boſom could take alarm from; and had 
every word that paſſed between us been 
written down with the greateſt punctuality, 
Edmund himſelf could not have Kite a 


. Se 


% The great * precluded me . 
from hearing often from either Spencer or 


my brother Seymour. I had letters which 
? cc affured- 
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h aſſured me of their health; but no deci- 
ſive action had taken place ſince the battle 
of Aer er 


WON: hus paſſed whe mne Ali 
which I received a great ſhock from the 
death of Mrs, Vennor : Her health had 
been but indifferent for ſome time paſt; 
but the cheerfulneſs of her diſpoſition, and 
an unwillingneſs to give either pain or 
trouble, had - prompted her to make the 
beſt of her complaints, and we were far 
from apprehending any immediate danger. 
She ſometimes complained of a pain in 
her ſtomach, but not till it became very 
troubleſome. We ſent for a phyſician 
immediately, but he could do little for 
her; her time was come, and ſhe died 
like a good Chriſtian in the full aſſurance 

of enjoying a glorious immortality. | 


F N 8 EE 27 
<< This excellent woman died worth 
more than "ro hundred pounds, part of 


"RE: 


which had been left by her late 


2 L * i by 


She had made a will, in which ſhe 
bequeathed trifling legacies to all the upper 


ſervants, with fifty pounds merely as a re- 


membrane to you (as the repreſentative of 


Caroline) and the fame ſum to'myſelf; 


the reſt of her property ſhe gave to Louis 


Darnley, whom ſhe confidered as the child 
of fortune,- and the only one the knew to 
whom | it wht muy uſeful, * ln ee 


<< This Hiſtables of her good f. Nie and 


benevolence endeared her memory much 


more to both my Father and myſelf, than 


if ſhe had diſpoſed of it any other way: 
and the ſurpriſe and gratitude of poor 


Louis, to whom it came perfectly unex- 
pected beggars deſcription. Never can 1 


forget the conſternation he was thrown into, 


upon being rt 5 with THe be 
1 


a Ie 
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ce He was unable to ſpeak, his eyes 
were full, his hands ſometimes claſped 
together, and ſometimes extended to Hea- 
ven. At laſt inarticulate ſounds broke 
from his lips: —“ Is it poſſible ! Could 
the good, the worthy creature, have ſo 
much feeling for an obſcure ſtranger ? 1 
have no words ſufficiently expreſſive to 
teſtify my gratitude !. I did not think the 

dear woman regarded me: She pitied me 
to be ſure; but - ſhe. did not think that 
you, Sir,” addreſſing my F ather, ce would 
deſert me. Surely ſhe could not foreſee 
that I ſhould prove unworthy, and forfeit 
your favor!“ The tears that had been 
before ſuppreſſed then Burſt their way, and 


T7 


Role down his face one ag another, 


Do not harbour weck a ha N 


Fon my Father; © ſhe herſelf felt the 


comfort of a trifling independence, and 
diſcerning merit in you, ſhe was willing 
to reward it.. * And Heaven will, I 
hope, reward her it muſt — it does —ſhe 
„„ 1 6 
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_  LAVEZINTIHA. 
is now enjoying the ' bleſſed effects of her 
piety and beneficence. With your leave, 
Sir, continued Louis, I will ſend half 
of what the good Mrs. Vennor has left me 
to my Father; he has a large family, and 
it will do him good. My Father aſſured | 
Darnley, he ſhould never oppoſe ſo | 
generous and pious a reſolution, which at 
-once proved-him deſerving of the higheſt 
gifts of fortune.” — That compliment 
completed his triumph: My Father's ap- 
probation gave him ſome; conſequence 
with himſelf, and, for a time, rendered 
him the n. of human bangt 5 


oof And now y dear Eglantine, I am 
haſtening to that period of my life, from 
which my ſoul ſtill ſeems to recoil : Fain, 
fain, would it forget the woes that for a 
time dethroned reaſon herſelf, But it 


Cannot be “ Back glancing memory acts 3 
her buſy part, and preſents the tragic tale look 
to my affrighted imagination, in colours ſyno 


1 28 in m 
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as'glowing as though it was acted but yeſ- 


* 


ee In the . month of November, 
and on a day made cheerleſs by autumnal 


fogs, arrived the fatal packet, that, at one 


cruel ſtroke, blaſted every proſpect of 


a future joy — rooted from my boſom ' 


the ſweet flatterer, Hope, and in its 
place planted, Deſpair — fo deeply 
planted it, that nought bat the ſcythe of 
death can ere eradicate the root. 


. ; F 
1 


« Papers were delivered to me from 


America, directed in an unknown hand. 
My heart inftantly preſaged the con- 
tents; yet at the moment I was calm 
calm as the deceitful ſea before a tremen- 
dous ſtorm. 


« Darnley was preſent, and by his 
looks teſtified that his apprehenſions were 
ſynonimous with mine. I held the packet 
in my hand, and betrayed ſome ſymptoms 

12 | 
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” of irreſolution as to the opening. it. Darn» 


ley advanced towards me, and ſcarce 
knowing what he did, for the firſt time 


ſeized one of my hands, and eagerly preſ- 
ſed it to his boſom: His mouth was half 


opened to ſpeak; but his feelings de- 
prived him of ſpeech, and he had nothing 
to ſay. I withdrew my hand, and pointed 
to the packet. He underſtood my mean- 
ing, and broke the ſeal. — © Read, read 


it l' exclaimed I, with much difficulty, for 


the paſſion of grief began to be almoſt 
too great for utterance, 


I inſtantly faw,it was wrote by Sulli- 
van, a faithful black. ſervant, whom my 
dear Spencer had kept from a child, and 


to whom he had endeavored to give ſome 


education, 


e Darnley read a few words, but he 


could not pronounce them intelligibly.— 
I offered to take the papers, as they trem- 
bled in his hand, but he held them faſt. 
cc 1 


* 


Cc 


ce 
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T dare not let you have them,” ſaid 


he. © I am now prepared for the worſt,” 
returned I, and he then reſigned them. 


c Here, my dear Eglantine, is the 


cover; read the dictates of nature in the 


grief of an honeſt African, and you ſhall 
afterwards ſee the letter from Edmund 


himſelf. 


0 My dear nua gave to me de en- 
© cloſed letter de night before de battle. 


« © Sullivan, ſaid he, take care of dis, and 


« if I die ſend it to Laurentia. My poor 
« dear maſſa be really dead, and Sullivan 


do cry much. De rebel killed him, and Sul- 
6c livando wiſh he could kill all de rebel. Me 


* can never have ſo good maſſa, nor Ma- 
« dam Laurentia ſo good lovee. Sulli- 
« van will be made a ſoldier, and fight 


© as long as me live, to revenge de death 


«© of my dear maſſa, Poor maſſa Sey- 
« mour Hervey be badly wounded, but 
che be yet alive. Sullivan will help 
SJ ce nurſe 
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e nurſe him, becauſe he be maſſa's friend 
« but -if he die too, den_ Sullivan will 
ce come to England no more. Me can- 
© not bear to ſee de tears of Madam 
© Laurentia, to whom me wiſh health 
e and long life, if ſhe can be happy 
e without maſſa; but if Lavurentia. do 
e loye maſſa as faithfully, as poor Sulti- 
te van, ſhe will be better to die, and go 
ce to Heaven, where ſhe will again ſee her 
"JOYCE... 55 5 


* De enemy wounded' maſſa in de Jaw-z 
«he fell, and de trampled on de body dat 
« Sullivan loved better dan his own life. 
« Me fought him out, and me bore him 


ee from de field. Maſſa will be buried, 
© and Sullivan will mourn over him. — 


« Me can write no more.—Me have now 
te obeyed de laſt. order of my dear maſla, 
* and though me be free man, me be 
ee more unhappy dan de ſlave, 


E Farewell, 


| | * 
* Farewell Madam 12 pity by _ 


« her poor ſervant. 
America, Od. 1776. 
= SULLIVAN,” 


Laurentia then gave me i other letter, 
Which was as follows: 2 


« My ever 4 Laurentia Fg ie 


C Senne Edmund furvive i 44 


0 approaching battle, this letter will 
« never reach your hand; but, if his. = 


are numbered, and this ſhould prove the 
« lafl of which he is permitted to behold 
<< the cloſe, then will it be ſome conſola- | 


e tion, even in the pangs of death, to 


1 think that I have diſcharged every: 
: « earthly duty ; that I have taken a foleran 


« leave of her, whom my ſoul mult ever 
« acknowledge its counterpart. Yes, my 
* lovely and amiable friend, whatever 
< region of bliſs I may inhabit i in a future 
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r LAVURENDIA. 
= 4Rate'of exiſtence, you will, you wut, 


1. 


cc be moſt dear to 48 Edmund. 


« If L am allow, I ſhall till watch 
« and guard your footſteps—ſtill hover 
ce near your perſon, and protect your loved 
« form from every danger chat may threaten 
or alarm you. — And, oh! do not let 
cc. your grief exceed the bounds of reaſon, 
_ "en my dear Laurentia, that 

cr you have ſtill a Father who claims your. 
ce filial attention—and ſure, Eneed not re- 
« mind you of the little Eglantine : For 
< both their ſakes, I charge you to exert. 
an yourſelf, and conſider m&%as only re- 
« moved to. a greater diſtance=to a far 
* country from which I cannot indeed re- 
ce turn; but in which you will at length 
<« join me, and perfect that happineſs, 
ec which without you CLARE nn quite com- 
< plete, | 


ce More uſeful lives than mine muſt fall. 
ce to-morrow :. An action is inevitable. I 
| ; « have 
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— 


* have now gone too far to recede - nor 
« do I wiſh it: I put my truſt in Provi-- 
« dence; J fear my Maker, and 1 know. 
ce no other fear. 


: 

* 1 

: 

* 
. ERECT =; wn > = Eo ME . 
———— — — — — — 7— ˖» — —— 
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« Seymour will be preſent; but we 
cannot, as I: hoped, fight fide by ſide. 
« We are ſtationed in different battalions; 
cc but we are both ardent in the ſame cauſe, 
«and we both ann Barclay. 


3 5 
.. —— . en 


» 
5 > IG ES 


« I have Ude jy TY and divided! 
tc my little patrimony between Laurentia 
" Sand Eglantine, relerving twenty pounds 
« per annum for: the. life of my faithful 
Sullivan. If he returns to England 1 
« know you will be kind to him: I could: 
«eyen wiſn that you would receive him into 
« your Father's family. There does not exiſt. 
« a heart more free from guile than that 
tc which beats in the black boſom of my 
*« poor African. Speak but tenderly to 
“ him, and. his eyes overflow War grate- 
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I have now no tie that holds me te 
& this world but Laurentia. My Mother 
«.] love and reſpect as a parent, but ſhe 


te is too much immerſed in pleaſure and 


« diſſipation to grieve long for her ſon. 
66 She will, perhaps, ſhed a few tears, order 
ce. the moſt faſhionable mourning, and 
« then run the ſame thoughtleſs and giddy 
te rund as before. For you, nurſed in 
% ſolitude, .. and accuſtomed. to. reflection; 
« ] have a thouſand nameleſs anxieties . 
ec and tender ſolicitudes.,— I would wil- 
« lingly ward off a blow that could for a 
c moment interrupt your peace. I would 
« fain ſay.a ſomething to reconcile you to . 


ec what cannot be recalled ; but when 1 


* conſider. your delicate frame your ſu- 


esc ſceptible mind I can find no words to 


« expreſs the feelings of my heart; I am 


« ſg ſoftened and enervated, as to want 
the reſolution Þ meant to inſpire. | 


ae K. a more bout, 104 it will be 
« deterred. whether. 1 am ſuffered to 
| NS Lt remain 
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« remain in the ſervice of my king, or 
« whether I am called to that bar from - 

« which there is no appeal. I will not 
« ſay I am indifferent as to the choice 


« but the intervening time ſhall. be ſpent - 
« jn endeayors to be prepared for either. 


** 


« And now, moſt lovely Laurentia, 
de adieu. — My foul takes an unwilling 
ce farewell; it ſtill dwells on your match- 
ce leſs virtues, and contemplates thoſe 
66 perfections, which can only be ens 
cc rewarded i in Heaven. - 


—— * 


Bo Once: more adieu. -- During lite, . 
« at its lateſt period, even in the awful 
* moment of death, Laurentia will be ever 
7 remembered by her faithful and, affec- 
cc tionate 
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« My brain then ſuddenly: took fire, and 
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EL ET TE R XIII. 
IN CONTINUATION. 


READ theſe letters almoſt twice 
over,” continued Laurentia, with a: 
compoſure that even aſtoniſhed Darnley. 


he became an object of terror to my heat- 

ed imagination. At one moment he ap- 

peared a frightful monſter that was going 
to ſeize me in his gripe; the next, he re- 

ceded to a diſtance, as if. himſelf afraid of 
encountering me. 


s 


ee I have but a faint and confuſed el 
lection of what paſſed afterwards, — 1 
had- no longer a.F ather 
Du, my ſweet girl, was. 
N W ncht, and when brought: 
before 
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| before. me, occaſioned the moſt viola 


fits of raving; yet I perfectly remember 


that my hands were confined—I was no 


longer ſuffered to be my own miſtreſs. A. | 


ſtern looking man, whoſe countenance 
alone terrified me, paid daily. viſits ; and, 


during his ſtay, I was more afraid of. 


giving way. to my wild ſallies,. than in the- 
preſence of any other of my attendants. 


« At length r diminiſhed,. 


and by degrees gave way to a torpid me- 
lancholy, which ſeemed to have taken ſuch. 
a firm poſſeſſion of my foul, that I was 


intirely given over (as to the poſſibility of 


regaining my faculties) by every phyſician. 
that attended me. I ſpoke but little, and 


never gave a rational anſwer, amuſing 
myſelf for. days together in ſinging, No f 
tears, alack, can call him back,” ſcarce 8 
. ever Ne more <P 
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and had both a harpſichord and guitar in 
the room in which I. chiefly. fat. They 
were for a time totally diſregarded by me; 
now and then 1. ſtruck a few notes, but 
5 were wild as the Re HP of ns... 


& N 3 and years, ded | 
each other, yet J remained. inſenſible of 
their. flight; and, unleſs conſtrained by 
force, had never moved from the ſpot to : 
wk Las led ee, 


60 My brother n me . 
L knew him not: He has ſat gazing at 
me more than. an hour.— He has taxen 
my hand, and called me his ſiſter, his only 
earthly comfort, and made uſe of eveiy 
endearing, every. affectionate, appellation; 
yet I have never once raiſed my eyes to | 


- 


| behold his form, and my. cars were deaf | 


DiſtFacte T  feing me py Heck 4a 
SIancnoly ſtare, hi. viſits.. ceaſed for 
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conſiderable time. He went abroad, and, 
after being abſent ſome years, returned . 
again; and, to his unſpeakable joy, per- 
ceived ſome faint- glimmerings of reaſon+ 
begin to dawn upon my mind. 

A fever, more violent than any I had 
experienced fince my firſt ſeizure, attacked 
me; it was followed by a ſtupor, an al- 
moſt conſtant inclination to ſleep, and 
from which I- ſeemed: to awake quite a 
new creature. Every thing appeared 
ſtrange to me. Irecollected Barlow; I aſked 
a few inſignificant queſtions, and again 
ſunk into a gentle ſlumber. On my 
rouſing a ſecond time, I perceived a 
ſtranger, a woman I by no means liked. V 
inquired for my own ſervant, and was told 


ſhe was gone to reſt, but would come 
ſoon; but before ſhe a Jo 
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chat I might not interrogate her too 
ys: | 


. My wh ay a, and 
I expreſſed a defire to get up and be dreſ- 
ſed. I was indulged, and then became 
more impatient to fee Barlow, repeating 
her name ſo often that they thought pro- 
per to call her. The faithful creature ap- 
proached me with tears glittering in her 
eyes. She could not ſuppreſs her e moti- 
ons; ſhe ſeized my hand with an enthu- 
fiaſtic rapture, and, falling on her knees 
at my feet, repeatedly exclaimed, © Thank. 
God ! thank God!” for which impru- 
dence ſhe was ſeverely. reprimanded by the 
woman who was preſent... | 


$:%, * p 
* 


* 7 
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This Mrs. Johnſon ſoon became 
my averſion; the-r never left me: I had no 


Father. 


LAURENTIA. my: 


Father. Do not, my dear ſiſter, ſaid 
he, * let us interrupt preſent happineſs, 
by recalling paſt ſcenes to rememberance; 
be aſſured that our Father is happy. — 
Ah! then he is arrived in the land of ſpi- 
rits, returned I; © for- there can be no 
happineſs. ſhort of Heaven,” Not: 
completely ſo, I grant you, my ſiſter ; 
but I yet hope, that both you and I ſhall 
ſtill taſte of comfort in the land of the 
king.“ I had neither ſtrength or incli- 
nation to controvert a doctrine to which L 
could never aſſent, and therefore forbore 
the ſubject. Before he left me, I inti- 
mated that my preſent ſituation was ex- 
tremely irkſome to me, and the attend- 
ance of Mrs. Johnſon particularly diſa- 
greeable.— Gregory ſaid, * ſhe was very 
uſeful during my long illneſs, and he 
ſhould be ſorry to offend her by an im- 
| wo diſmiſſion. If,” continued he, 
« you can ſubmit to remain in thas ul 1 
A few weekslopger, F cãn t he v1 move 4 1 
from hence; and in che mean time pre- * 
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pare for your reception at a houſe I have 
lately purchaſed, and where, I hope, to 


conſtantly enjoy the company of. my be- 
loved Laurentia.. 


0 1 acquieſced; and promiſed to behave 
with civility to Mrs. Jahner on condition i 
ſhe was not always with me. 

{ol DE r 
From Barlow I by degrees became 
acquainted with the melancholy changes 
that had taken place in our family during 
the time I was deprived of my ſenſes, 
| much had almoſt ven years. 


15 My ever 1 an 5 F ather 
had ſeen an account in the public papers 
of the death of his ſon Seymour, whoſe. 
wounds proved mortal. This - ſtroke, , 
(which was afterwards authenticated. by 
letters from America) together with the 
little hopes that were entertained of my 


recovery, was more than the good man 
_ *. covld ſuſtain. He intreated to ſee his ſan -- 
5 Gregorys, 


% * 
U 
'S 


! 
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Gregory, who arrived in time to hear the 
laſt requeſt of his Father, and to perform 


thoſe ſad offices, which are of all others 


moſt painful to an affectionate mind. 


The dear departing faint had juſt 
ſtrength enough left to expreſs his wiſhes, 


that the only remaining hope of his family 


would intirely relinquiſh the naval pro- 


feſſion. Have no more to do with war,” 


ſaid he; © alas! what terrible devaſtation. 


it has occaſioned in my once happy fa- 
milly! Bereſt of all my children but: yours 


ſelf, Jam now finking to the grave ! To 


your kind care I commend little Eglantine; 


find out ſome good: family in which ſhe. 
may be educated: privately: (if poſſible ;) 


and, oh! my ſon, watch over poor Lau- 


rentia: Should it pleaſe the Almighty to. 
reſtore her ſcattered ſenſes—fhould ſhe- 
recover the uſe of her intelle&s, comply 
with her deſires, and make the nine | 


af her bs as comfortable as may be.“ 


cc Poor. 


* 


/ 
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« Poor Gregory cloſed the eyes of his 
Father, and faithfully attended to bi in- 
ſtructions. 


e By the advice of my phyſicians he 
applied to Mrs. Johnſon, who had before 
given ſpecimens of her abilities in managing 
thoſe who were refractory, and labored 
under the ſame dreadful * tha L 
did. b 5 


She was to be always in wait 

as I ſaid before, Barlow inſiſted on con- 
tinuing her attendance, and under her 
eare my brother was well ſatisfied to leave 


me. I was accordingly removed to a. 
| houls taken on * 


FT Gregory had contracted a | fiendſhip 

at ſchool with Mr. Elwin, who was ſome 
years his ſenior, and whoſe character ſtood 

in the faireſt point of view, He had been 
1 chaplain to the Earl of H., in whoſe 
family he . acquainted with, and 
| attached: 


7 
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attached to Mifs Vincent, who was then 
governeſs to the Bre daughters. 


« Mr. Elwin's connexions were good ; 
he was ſoon preſented with the living in 
Northumberland he now enjoys: He im- 
mediately addreſſed the object of his af- 
fections, and found her not averſe to his 
ſuit. They were married; and, as 2 
friendly correſpondence had continued to 
ſubſiſt between them and my brother, 
they were prevailed on by his ſolicitations 
to take the charge of your education—a 
charge to which they were perfectly ade- 
quate, and in which ** have ſo happily 
ſucceeded. 


4 en, my dear girl, was conducted to 
them by your uncle himſelf, who ſtaid 
long enough to be a witneſs of the reci- 
procal fondneſs that took place between 

vou and the young Maria. He then re- 
turned, and, being no longer able to reſide. 
at Caſtlemoor, which only reminded him 

5 . | x. 
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of misfortunes, he left two ſervants to the 
houſe to take care of it, and, finding ne 
probability of my recovering . de- 
termined to travel. 


7 R made an offer to Louis 
Darnley to accompany him abroad, but 
the poor youth declined the propoſal; at 
leaſt he would not promiſe to go farther 
than Italy, where he had ſome thoughts of 
reſiding for the future. | 
«© Almoſt broken-hearted, Louis came 
te Purſley, where I was, to take a laſt 
adieu, and earneſtly requeſted Barlow's 
permiſſion to ſee me. She would have 
diſſuaded him from attempting it, but he 
was importunate, and thought he ſhould 
be more fatisfied to leave England, if he 
was allowed to bid me farewell. He was 
conducted to my chamber, and Barlow 
thought he would have died on the ſpot. 
She ſaid, he was reduced to a condition 
almoſt as deplorable as mine.” 


„ 


LAURENTIA, ro: 
A happened to be very calm when he 
paid this viſit; but he was almoſt diſtract- 
ed when he found it was impoſſible to 


gain the ſmalleſt degree of notice. r 


once (Barlow ſaid) lifted up my eyes, and 


fixed them on his face, tittered like, * 


child, and then withdrew them. It was a 
circumſtance that affected him ſtill more, 
and they Were 8 to hurry 1 


e 3 P: 
ec Gregory left his companion at Rome, 


after paying him F£ 300 leſt him by my 


Father, and £100 in advance of his an- 
nuity. From that time he has never been 
heard of. No farther demands have been 
made for the annuity : His friends ſay, he 
left them in about four months after his 
arrival in Italy, and they know not what 
is become of him. Perhaps he too has 
paid the debt of nature, and will no more 
taſte of pain. e 


— 


— 


4 Ret 


* 
1 
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$706 After making the tour of France and 
Italy, Gregory again returned to England. 
J was ſtill inſenſible of fraternal affection, 
and he then reſolved on a viſit to North- 
America, actuated by a ſtrong deſire to 


find out poor Sullivan, who, he had been 


informed, was entered into the ſervice of 
an e officer. vor Jas 


but noch decide was nd on; yer 


that did not deter my brother from putting 


in practice the reſolution he had once 
formed. He arrived in that hated country 
which had deprived me of all I loved. 
He ſought for, and by great chance met 
the object of his nn —«he faithful 
* eos 


ene ut rt W 


He had paid conſtant viſits to his grave, 


and accompanied my brother to the place 
in which his dear remains were depoſited. 
Pointing to the ſpot, Sullivan aſſured him, 


that 


* 


F 


We 


his late n arne * bis 8 
ful ſervices; but he refuſed with a noble 
indignation, declaring, te he bore the moſt 


1 irreconcilable. hatred to che enemies of his 


n 1 to r 


8 gen on he 0 of 
ce. They Had been the cauſe 
er's death, and the prejudices. 


of ive 


of Sullivan were too deeply rooted to be 


by perſuaſion, All that Gregory 


ad nen from him was a 8 o 
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come to England, if he lived ah the er. * 


pected * was ratified. 


6 My. en wenn again to eee 
a from thence to England. Soon after 
his return Sullivan really came; but in ſo 
bad a ſtate of health that he ſurvived only 

a few months, and welcomed death as a 


friend that would again unite * to his 5 


dear maſter. 1 


— 


10 ; 5 now . four years ſince I 
was conducted to Berry-Wood, and have 
been intirely freed from the preſence of 


the odious Mrs, Johnſon, and without 


| feeling wa Main * a _ 


. 


8 1 Spa Es er you; my | 
5 niece, and was impatient to be bleſſed 
with your ſociety; but yet I was con- 


vinced, by my. brother's arguments, that 
you was more happily ſituated than you 
could have been with me; that you was 
making daily improvements under the 

. , 


x 
* 
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care. of Mrs. Elwin, which my healtk 


would not permit me properly to attend 
to; that you had likewiſe a companion at 


Aſhley-Green, whom you tenderly loved, 
and from whom you would grieve to be 


parted: I therefore forbore to importune 
him, and exerted much reſolution to ena- 


ble myſelf to wait with patience till Gre- 


gory himſelf ſhould propoſe your return. 


« In the mean time I purſued my favo- 
rite amuſement, which was peruſing thoſe 


Novels which are written with ſentiment * _ 


and feeling, where miſeries, into which 1 

can fo readily enter, are deſcribed with all 
the tenderneſs due to woe. My- brother 
is ſometimes too ſevere on this ſpecies of 
reading; he has himſelf no taſte for it: 
Though poſſeſſed of an excellent heart, 
and one that is prone to melt at the ſuf- 
_ ferihgs of others, vet he is a little tinc- 
tured with the roughneſs of that cem 
on which ſome of his younger days were 


ſpent, and from his not having felt the 


K2 on hook 
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pf thouſand anxieties that muſt always attend 
the tender paſſion, we may impute thoſe | 
_ ſtrange, thoſe unrefined n he ſome- . 
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nn ventures to expreſs, - to 


« « To me th * hom ever Made | 


given way to my diſinclination for com- 
i pany, and, for my wow” almoſt | led the life 
ofa recluſe.. 6:98 


* The loin: and: 1 have been 


ana; and laid out exactly as my fancy 
led me to wiſh. 


] have been allowed to 
indulge - * melancholy | in thoſe. 


By Glimm' ting ſhades and ſympathetic glooms, 


4 r 
wn. : 1 | 


T 157 have ſuited the | difpolition | of my 


. aa; e have : RO to 
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L Beneath:the trembling languiſh of the Aden 
With ſoftenꝰd ſoul, and woo'd * bird of eve, 
To mingle woes with mine; 


And while the world, and all the ſons of care, 
Lie huſh'd in fleep, 


* Aﬀociate with the midnis zhe hadows drear.” 


" « Bur the root. built aka "EY my 
more particular delight; there have 1218 
the Wert Howe _ 5 


If ſeoop'd at firlt by — MN 
The rugged cell receiv'd alone the ſhoals 
« Of bigot minds, religion dwells not W 


6 Vet virtue pleas'd at intervals retires.” 


8 — 
— 


There have 1 peruſed wy fovoi 


authors, and held high converſe with the 
worthy dead. Free from every inter- 


ruption 1 have there lamented my ſepa- 


ration from thoſe who were ſo intimately 


joined to my foul, and fervently: have 1 
prayed for a ſpeedy re- union. 


„„ . 


"WM 
: x as 


| have to o beg of Heaven,” of 
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There, as I told you before, and as 


; you yourſelf witneſſed, F have been favored 


with a glimpſe of my beloved Edmund 
but I ſhall ſee him no mores-his dear 
ſhade has ceafed to appear before my 
longing ſight, and I muſt wait till we 
meet in the realms of bliſs, "LM 


85 And now, my A ales. I have re- 
lated every material circumſtance that 
has happened in my life, and that of your 
parents. 1 ſhould... have mentioned, in- 
deed, that your grandmother, Mrs. Spen- 
cer, ſurvived her ſon Edmund but a very 
ſhort time: She caught cold in a party 
on the water, which brought on a cough 
that ſettled on her lungs, and terminated in 
Aa conſumption. By her death your for- 
tune received a conſiderable addition. 
That the riches you are heir to may be 


inſtrumental to your happineſs is my 


earneſt prayer.—Your and my brother's 
peace and comfort, with my own diſmiſ- 
ſion from life, are the only favors 1 now 


| There i 
1 
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There, Maria, Laurentia ceaſed, and 
as ſhe was evidently fatigued, deſired to 
be left alone. I obeyed, and retired with 
A full heart. As my aunt has now finiſhed 
her hiſtory, I ſhall have nothing very par- 

ticular to communicate, and therefore 
you muſt be contented with the ſober chit- 


chat of your ſincerely affectionate, 


So Fo. 0 1 . 
—— 2 — { be 
— . 22 "3 6s L 
= *— \ — 3 
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* cite returned the As after 1 
wrote to you laſt, and, I do aſſure 
you, Maria, I received double ſatisfaction 
from his preſence; for, in the firſt place, 
ever ſince my adventure in the wood, 1 
| cannot but feel ſome reluctance to venture 
in it alone. I am not naturally a coward, . 
bur freely confeſs I have no great ſtomach 
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© » forthe ſociety of beings whoſe order is 0 


4 vaſtly ſuperior to my own; and, in the 
ſecond place, on my expreſſing a deſire 
to ſee C aſtlemoor, and from my aſking 
_ ſeveral queſtions concerning its ſituation, 
Sc. My uncle immediately ſaid, if 1 
could perſuade Laurentia to undertake 
the journey, he would accompany us both 
into D=—fhire, where we might ſpend a 
few days or a week; juſt to ſatisfy my 
| curioſity ; * for,” continued he, © 1 in- 
tend, Eglantine, when you marry to re- 
ſi'gn Caſtlemoor intirely to you, and I 
ſhould have no abjection to ſee how things 
go on there, not having viſited 1 it ſince laſt 
ſuramer.” | | | 


* 


4 


| " Dilighted ak 1 — idea, 1 commumi- 
| cated it to Laurentia, and made uſe of 

ſuch 1 intreaties that ſhe was unable to with- 
Rand them, and really conſented, on con- 
dition that we did not make our abſence 
. exceed a Week. 
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We ſet out the next morning, and 1 
mache two days of the journey to avoid 1 | 
fatiguing my aunt. It was not more f 


than five in the evening when we arrived at i 
the venerable manſion. : We had dine 
on the road to ſave trouble, as our coming P 


was quite unexpected; and it occaſioned 
much ſurpriſe. to the honeſt gardener and 
his wife, who were leſt in care of the 
houſe. We were provided with abundance 


of good things, and therefore were not at? 
a loſs for either tea or 1 


Nees eh Pain d Fey S e, 
myſelf) were my firſt ſenſations. Poor 
old Thomas ſtared at me with aftoniſh-- 

ment, and ſaid, © be very believed his odd. = 
maſter's. eldeſt e was come to 0 life 9 
in. | - 1 


11 Rte out of one room into 
another, agitated by a variety of emotions. 
I: followed, and we ſtopped in the ſtudy, 
| Qrer the: Ov was a -fullkeagys Yor 


* h rate "a. 
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trait of my grandmother, and over the 
doors, on either ſide, Caroline and Lau- 
rentia. I could have gazed for ever on 
the likeneſs of my dear parent; the 
ſweeteſt ſmile played around her lips, and 
4 thought her eyes beamed ſatisfaction. 
For a moment J forgot it was only an 
inanimate ſhade, and borne away by an 
irreſiſtible impulſe, exclaimed, She knows 
me e for her child— ber * 1 


2006 4 


| Laurentia 1 was at my 1 u e | 
to awake me from a dream of bliſs ſhe 
hardly dared to breathe. I advanced two 

, ſteps forward, and the likeneſs was loſt. 


T am not permitted to embrace you, 


my mother.” Laurentia claſped me in 
her arms.“ In me behold, at leaſt, your 
ſecond mother, and on me laviſh that af- 
fection which cannot now add to the hap- 


5 25 yes ob, Caroline.” 


5 Ah! 58 i I, © you will ever be 
3 moſt dear to me z bu can you wonder at 


my 


*” ww 


of 


| * An, n e e the” room. 
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4 muy feelings on viewing that incomparable. 
nate ing ?? My uncle came in; he ſaw 


we were affected, and darting a rapid 
glance at the lovely cauſe, ſeized a pn 


% 


"$18 Ther moment we 88 fratlowed our 


| tea, I was all impatience to viſit the gar- 


dens. © I know not,” ſaid my uncle, 
© whether I ought to ſuffer you and Lau- 


' rentia to go together, for ſhe' will, moſt * 


likely, point out ſome object or other to 


excite your ſenſi bility, and T ſhall find the 
flowers watered with tears inftead of 
 Thowers from Heaven,” Then favor us 


with your company, Sir.“ — Laurentia 


looked as if ſhe would rather diſpenſe 


with it.— He ſmiled Well, I believe 

1 Qmuſt let you have your own way this 
evening; but remember, I expect you to 

5 be all cheerfulneſs to-morrowW—Eglantine 


came here to receive pleaſure.” He then 


8 _ ok his hat, and left us. 


F - 
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„Laurentia and 1 walked arm in arm 
through a little plantation chat terainates 


in a large ſquare graſs: plat, with a elump 
of flowering ſhrubs in the eee 


Ceroſſed it, and entered a pleaſant green 


walk, that was divided from the Park on 
one fide by a clear rivulet, and on the 
other, bounded by a high rock, on which 
grew. here and there a few tangling ſnrubs, 
and then in places preſented its own bare 
boſom of damꝑ looking ſtone: A few 
ſeats were placed at proper diſtances in 
little cavities that had been cut in the rock 
do receive them, and over ſome of which 
it rudely projected its brow. Time, and 
the dampneſs of the ſituation, had greatly 
contributed to their decay. Laurentia 
beheld them as old friends that were pals 
"7 ſing off the ſtage of life. Here,” ſaid 
. the, ec have 1 ſat for hours, and contem- 


plated the calm ſurface of that ſtream, = 


when my own unruffled boſom could beae 
in uniſon to its moſt gentle movements: 
and I have watched the ſame ſtream when 


1 
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Al rain have diſturbed its ſerenity;. 
ſoreed it beyond its: friendly banks; and 
almoſt changed its courſe. Say, my Eg-- 
Uantine, does not: the compariſon hold 

good? I have been torn and diſquieted by 
ſtorms that deranged my intellects; yet 
the tide of life ſtill flows; —it will ere 


— 0 


r 


The e chat WER, was FER; 7 
ws calculated. to inſpire melancholy inn 


a mind that was at all difpoſed to view 
nature with, a thoughtful eye. T:wiſhed: 


to haſten from it (on Laurentia's account 
only) and as the ſun was beginning to de- 
cline, 1 entertained the hope, that a more 


lively ſcene would awaken pleaſing ſenſa- 


tions. We aſcended a ſlope that led to a2 


broad gravel walk, which till commanded; 


the river; but the ground. being more 85 


elevated, the air was purer, and the 


trees et a . veadure,. ” i 
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my ſpirits exhilarate by the Wan 
looked around me with filent delight. We 
had a view of one part of the houſe; 
the ſetting ſun burniſhed the windows with 
his laſt beams, and added to the richneſs 
of the landſcape, while the blue miſt 
flowly aroſe from the water. Can any 
thing be more beautiful?“ exclaimed I. 


L Laurentia preſſed my hand—< You like 


Caſtlemoor better than Berry-Wood. 1 
once. thought” it the moſt charming ſpot 
on earth; but, alas ! ſuch are my preſent 
feelings, that, when I receive pleaſure at 
2 all, it muſt be from objects whoſe gloomy 
appearance make them more congenial to 
my ſoul. Every thing here reminds me 
{ © what cannot be recalled.” We turne& 
a little to the left: Vonder,“ faid ſhne, 
te are the two friendly elms, under whoſe. 
ſpreading ſhade Caroline and I fo often 
reſted. We advanced towards them: 
ee Ah! ſee,” continued Laurentia, * the 
honey-ſuckles that once entwined thefe 
7 k are dead Here are * ones 
5 1 55 . HE. 
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| planted in the room; but methinks they 


can never yield fo ſweet a perfume. Why 
did the officious gardener endeavor to ſupply 
their place! They drooped and died 
when deſerted by the hands that reared 


them!“ N Was it poſſible, Maria, to avoid 
being affected? Yet, I affure you, I hack 


ſome command over myſelf, and remind- 
ed Laurentia of the caution we had re- 
ceived from my uncle. 


7 oh 


. & Then we will return into the houſe,” 


faid ſhe 3 © by. this time we ſhall be ex- 
pected. At ſupper our converſation 
become more cheerful, and my uncle 
talked of various improvements. Had 
the inclination of Laurentia been con- 

fulted, every thing muſt have remained in 


its preſent ſtate: She is no friend to al- 
terations here, although ſhe has made ſo 
many at Berry- Wood; but as ſhe was 


appriſed of its being my property ſome. 


time ar other, the did not venture-to raiſe 
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B 4 * 


many objections to the ſchemes that * 
. 

3 eleven we retized” to our reſpective 
apartments: Mine overlooked the garden, 
and, as I did not feel inclined to ſleep, 1 
drew up the curtain, and ſt6od-at the win 
dow: .— © Then reigned. full orbed the 
moon, and, with more pleaſing. light, . 


5 ſhadowy | ſet off the face of things? 


«And:am I then (thought D one day- to ? 
become the miſtreſs of thoſe tall trees on 
which the moon ſeems well pleaſed to 
chrow her luſtre. Never while I live ſhall: 
they. ſubmit to the tyrant. axe; gently} / 
ſtirred by the. wind they apparently take 
_ pleaſure in nodding to each other. How: 
many ſweet muſicians are:lodged on their 
ample boughs, and would experience dias 
ſtreſs from being deprived of their ſhel-- 


2 ter! Vet the hand that planted them is. 


5 mouldering to duſt Perhaps, my dear 


1785 Mother once ſtood on this ſpot, contem- 


1 | their beauties as I do- fred her 
= : _ 


LAURENT A _ 


eyes with complaceney on that ſilver lu- 
minary. Unconſcious of the trials that 

- awaited her, ſhe might anticipate the feli- 
city of future years—and the bleſſings of 
futurity are now her own. No longer 
fubjected to pain or diſappointment, ſhe 

is raiſed above the ſtars themfelves, and in 
company with the pureſt and moſt intel- 
Agent in, enjoys” the ane ve me) and 5 
virtue.“ 1 


y * 
* 6 n 
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Theſe tefletions, iris were not the 

" of melancholy.—My boſom was. 

at that moment the ſeat of tranquillity, 
undiſturbed by any fear of ſufferings chat il 
* might be allotted me in myzzourney thro". ' 
| Ie, The idea of a place of 'reft—an: PÞ 

_everlaſting home of which no human. 

power could deprive me ſeemed a pre- 
cious balm that could conſole me in the 

moſt trying ſeenes, and enable me to bear 
efflictions with fortitude and reſignation. 
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no LAURENTIA. 


Bo © he. £ ſober ſtillneſs of every, 8 
around me, uninterrupted by any ſound, 
ſave the voice of an owl at ſome diſtance, 
who, with his reiterated hoo, hoos, im- 
preſſed my mind with ſtill greater ſolem- 
nity, altogether inducing me to continue 


my ſtand till it was very late (or rather 3 


early) and the ſweet ſleep I fell into, on 


going to bed, continued much longer than 
my uſual hour of riſing the next morning. 


Laurentia had been viſiting thoſe parts 


of the garden, which we had neglected 
the preceding. evening, and ſhe expreſſed 


ſome ſurpriſe at not meeting with me in 


the courſe of her .ramble, as the. fineneſs 
of the weather, and my curioſity, were, 
ſhe thought, powerful inducements for 


| ar riſing. 


MV che kid 00 « Eglantine God her- 


yy ſelf to accompany him ; for he intended 
to take a thorough ſurvey of the Park, 
,apd ſhould be muck diſappointed if ſhe 


re tuledy, 
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eit would be only a compliment to aſk 
forLaurentia's company.“ Shereplied,* ſhe 
ſhould rather ſpend her time either in or 
near the houſe : Converſation on any kind 
of buſineſs was unpleaſant to her, and ſhe 
muſt expect to hear of cutting down tim- j 
ber, or making alterations of ſome ſort or 
other.“ 5 | W | 


| 
refuſed to go with him.“ He ſuppoſed, i» | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The horſes were ordered, and we mount- 
ed. I found the Park ſpacious, and well 
| Nocked with trees; but, 1 own, I didnot - 
wonder at Laurentia's unwillingneſs to 
have any of them felled; for although _ 
they were ſtrangers to me, I could not , . | 
think of parting with one without experi- 
0 encing fome me of m__ | 


When we came to the extremity of the 
Park I obſerved a ſmart looking houſe, 
that ſtood on the fide of a hill at fome _ 
little diſtance, and about which the ground . | [ 
* to he laid out with taſte, On 

; | | 1 
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| mquicing. 4 REY A ol ha” my uncle 
replied, < he could not tell, as it was only 
=—— when he was laſt in D— ſhire; 
but, if you have an. inclination, we can. 
ride round it. 


1 On a nearer approach we were induced 


to ſlacken our pace, that we might ad- 


mire the extreme neatneſs viſible on all 
| fides; and meeting a man who had the 
appearance of a gardener, we ventured to 
aſk who was the owner, and expreſſed our 
admiration. of the place :—< My miſtreſs, 
and her name is Laſcells, {aid the fel- 
low, ſcratching his. head, and proceeding 
immediately towards the houſe. Soon: 
after we perceived a middle-aged lady 


come to a little gate that opened to' the 
road, at which ſhe ſtood till we were nearly 
even with it. — My uncle touched his hat; 


1 bowed, and the lady advanced a few 

ſteps forward. — 1,” ſaid ſhe, „there is 
any thing worthy your notice on this 
cot, I ſhall think myſelf honored if you 


will. 


LAURENTIA. _ 


EY favor me with your company in a 
walk round my houſe.” | 


The courteous manner with which this 
was ſpoken was ſufficient. We accepted 
the invitation, and, leaving our horſes with 
the ſervant, followed Mrs. Laſcells, who 
Jed us almoſt inſenſibly to the other fide 
of the hill; it commanded a beautiful and 
_ extenſive proſpect; but her plantations 
were too young to afford much ſhelter, 
and the intenſe heat of the ſun made us 
with for the ſhade, we at length found un- 
der a venerable oak not far from the 
| houſe. We ſat down, and Mrs. Lacells 
| hoped to ſee her nurſery. (as ſhe called it) 

, flouriſh, and repay . the trouble and ex- 
pence ſhe had beſtowed on it.—Said, © ſhe 
had built the houſe herſelf, becauſe ſhe 
liked the ſituation, and from an idea that 
ſhe ſhould experience more happineſs in 
ſolitude than ſhe had been able to 
in active ſcenes.” ps 


* * 
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1 LAURENTIA. 


1. hoped, « ſhe vas not Sppointed??: 
She ſhook her head, and replied, © It 


was very difficult for people to think 


themlelves ſo happy ; but rhat ſome other 
ſituation, or the addition of ſome circum- 
ſtances ſeemed almoſt neceſſary to com- 
plete their comfort: Notwithſtanding all 
that had been ſaid, and that ſhe had pic- 
tured to her own. imagination, ſhe could 
not but acknowledge ſociety had many 
charms ; ſhe did not mean the ſociety ſhe 
had been accuſtomed to in the faſhiona- 
ble world; but a few agreeable neigh- 
bours, ſaid ſhe, (looking earneſtly, and. 
with an aſking eye at my uncle and my- ; 
ſelf) © ce would be "eo Aa 
My RE gave me a 1 3 x 
I underſtood he wiſhed me to ſay ſome- 
thing civil: I therefore invited her to 
Caſtlemoor, ſaying, © I had an aunt there, 
who was indeed a willing votary to ſoli- 
| tude; but I could anſwer for her being 
pleaſed to ſee a lady that was, in any de- 
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ad fond of retirement, and during our 


ſhort ſtay in that neighbourhood, if Mrs. 
Lacells could diſpenſe with form, we 
ſhould hope to ſee her : as often as ſhe 
could conveniently come.” She appeared 
gratified, and inſiſted on our going into 


her houſe (which ſhe had named Shelfby . 
Farm, having really a little dairy) to take 


ſome refreſhment, and then ſhe would re- 
turn our viſt the next day. 


We ſtaid PE. than an hour, and went 


home highly delighted, to think we had 


found out one who might prove a proper 


companion for my aunt. At dinner we 


related our adventure, and Laurentia re- 


| ceived pleaſure from it—at leaſt, as much. 


Pleaſure as ſhe is capable of receiving; 


% 
for ſhe affects to treat with indifference 
every thing that relates to this world. 


Notwithſtanding which, 1 do believe ſhe 


was in reality impatient for the interview, 
from the idea of meeting with ſome ſiſter 


of affliction. 


kinds 


— 


* LAURENT A. 


* 


About twelve the next morning Nis, 
| Thos came in a ſmart onechorſe chaiſe, 


Which ſhe drove herſelf, and was attended 


only by a boy in a clean fuſtian frock. 
My uncle not being i in the houſe at the 
time, I performed the ceremony of in- 
troducing the two ladies to each other. 
The cuſtomary compliments over, and 
Mrs. Lacells ſeated, ſhe obſerved it gave 
her concern to think our ſtay at Caſtle- 
moor was likely to be ſo ſhort ; might ſhe 
not hope we ſhould be there again before 
=? I was quite in extacies, Maria, 
to. hear Laurentia's reply (for 1. like Caſ- 
_ tlemoor a thouſand times better than 
Berry- Wood. ) She ſaid, © it was ſeveral 
years fince ſhe had been there, and, from 
the unpleaſant. circumſtances that had 
driven her away, ſhe could not bring her 
mind to reliſh. the idea of ſeeing it again; 
but, to oblige her niece, ſhe had now ſub- 
mitted to make a ſhort trial; and, thou 
the ſurrounding, objects might feed; yet, 
ſhe DI they” would not increaſe her; 
7 melancholy | 


— 5 


LAURENTIA, ag 
melancholy 0 much as ſhe expected. 


She had ſupported the firſt ſhock, and 


therefore, if her brother and Eglantine 
Choſe to make Caſtlemoor their reſidence 
one part of the year, ſhe ſhould not op- 
poſe it, though ſhe never could conſent 
00 give vp her beloved Wood a 


| "Mrs. 1 3 on the e conve- 
nience of every thing ſhe had hitherto 
ſeen at Caſtlemoor, ſaying, | © ſhe was in- 
debted to Mr. Hervey's Park for many 
pleaſant walks, having obtained permiſſion 
from old Thomas to come there when ſhe 
Uked.“ Laurentia then propoſed ſhewing 
her the houſe, and by the time we had 


walked through the different apartments 


my uncle returned, bringing with him 
Mr. Naſon, a clergyman, to whom Mrs. 


Lacells was known. She would have ta- 
ken her leave, but was ſo much intreated 


to ſtay dinner it was impoſſible to re- 
uſe, after the earneſt deſire ſhe had ex- 
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came into the neighbourhood 2 
anſwered, No; ſhe was unknown to any 
family, Mr. Naſon's | excepted. She had 
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prod to keep up an acquaintance fo ac- 
eidentaly began. 55 


\ 


% 


When it was time for us EY INTE to 


withdraw, and leave the gentlemen to 
their bottle 


we retired into the dreſſing - 
room, and, in the courſe of converſation, 
Laurentia aſked Mrs. Lacells, © if ſhe had 
found any pleaſant acquaintance ſince ſhe 
She 


purchaſed Shelſby Farm on purpoſe to live 
private, and while the alterations were 


making, and workmen about, ſhe fancied 
herſelf happy in retirement; but muſt 


honeſtly confeſs, now ſhe was quite at 


leiſure, there were moments when time 


did ſeem to hang heavy on her hands, — 


Reading and muſie were her only amuſe- 
ments within the en and ene | 
ed to 5 ac chen 


3 th $0 but 


DS 
@ 1 
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LAURENTIA. . 


vacancy ſhe felt,” 


474); 


Li 
— 


ths ſaid, © Peitlaps: the red. 
bs 1 of former happineſs, or the loſs of 
friends that were dear, might give birth 


to melancholy refle&tions, when the was 
alone,” 


1 a the, 40 was. 5 0 to N you with my | 


hiſtory, I ſhould fear you would never 
of my ingratitude to my dear patents 
would make you” ſhudder with horror, 


and yet, to conceal any part of niy paſt 


repentance, which, I truſt, is ſincere. Be- 


- wherever I go. 1 am now totally friend- 
ho leſt— not a zelation in the world that is 


der ties!“ | 8 
5 E423; «Let 


but they could not always Al hh the | 


grant me your fr friendſhip.” The account 


conduct, would be a bad proof of that 


lieve me, I carry my own puniſhment 


attached tu me by any affectionate or ten- 


TX | | 
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| IE Let your ſufferings,” replied my ant, 
e proceed from whatever cauſe—ſtill, if 
you have been deprived of thoſe you 
fondly loved, I cannot with-hold my ſym- 
pathy. Think me not impertinently cu- 
rious, for I do not wiſh to be informed of 
any circumſtances that would be Painful 
to you to e 1 | 


9 
20 
* * = 
— 


« Nay,” e Mrs. Lacells, « if 
Jou can have patience to hear me out, I 
will tell you all.” — Laurentia gave an 

aſſenting bow, and ſhe began; but that 
muſt be the ſubject of another letter, 
and therefore, for the Preſent, dear Maria, 
adieu. 
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LETTER Ky." 


Mrs. Lacells began, 


« FJ AM als the a — of * 
on acknowledging, that my misfortunes | 
« have been almoſt wholly of my own n 
cc ſeeking ; - for I was, indeed, bleſſed with. 
« moſt tender and affeionate parents: 
on During my childhood they ſcarcely left q 
„ me a wiſh ungratified, and, as I ad- | 
Lo vanced i in years, invention was racked | 
ee to ſupply me with new pleaſures. — 
Although it was their conſtant ſtudy to 

e render me happy, yet J was ever un- 
te eaſy at home. I neither ſeemed to 
« feel that love and reſpect for my Fa- 
4 ther and Mother, which 1s natural to a 
mn young and amiable e diſpoſition, nor did 


+ 


* 
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J ever ſcruple to diſobey "WY com- 
t mands whenever they ſtood in compe- 
„ tition with my own inclinations; for, 


by unuſed to reproof, what nd. 1 to 


4 


9 b you will ſay; gratitude ought, 


at leaſt, to have attached me to thoſe 
who ſacrificed ſo much for me; but, 


«alas! if vou look through the world in 


40 general, you will find that b gratitude | is: 
4 flame that burns but faintly. in the. 
"9% boſom of ar 
e oe 4; 


an immoderately e 


- n ” 
* . : 
4 4 
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0 1 e all Vicks 8 as no. 


e more than my due; and, if I ſuffered 
ce myſelf to be pleaſed, 1 nh. wy 


« ere Wien rewarded. 


* 


2 Si 120 ai of all FR to 1 
ks 1 © me in whatever is ſuppoſed to conſti- 
ned Sd tute an SEO woman. Muſic 
1 « and 
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8 and dancing were all I choſe to attend 
te to, and the progreſs I made in them 
ce delighted my fond parents, and in their 
« partial eyes fully eee for my 
Lo other deficiencies. - 
= 3 ſeventeen I became 
ho acquainted with a lieutenant in a march- 
« ing regiment that was quartered in the 
« neighbourhood. He was handſome in 


cc his perſon, and conceiving, per haps, | 
_ © that I ſhould have a large fortune, he 


e took ſome pains to introduce himſelf to 


te my notice. A complete maſter of the © © 


t flattery, he. ſoon became very 
" agreeable. in my eyes 3 ; and as he not 
e only ſubmitted to, but even commended 


cc all the-extravagancies I was guilty of, I 


* concluded he muſt be- very much in 


te love, and inſiſted: on his being invited 


in every party of my Mother's: — 


«1 danced with him at our aſſemblies, 
Ks and, in ſhort, conſidered every day as 
L ** E miſerable 


" "% 


I! RAN” LAURENTIA 
jd e able in which I could not ſpend 
4 . ſome hours in his ne 5 
\ = My Tia 3 very uneaſy; 
i « and repreſented the impropriety of thus 
{1 encouraging a man, of whoſe family 
|. we were  intirely i ignorant. 1 55 
5 1 « Lacells was a ſtranger in the coun= 
Wl ee try; his character had been inquired 
1 © into, and ſtood not in a very fair point 
F 1 . « of view. Vanity induced me to ſup- 
133 * poſe, from his preſent demeanor, that 
II had wrought a change in his heart; 
| 1 < and that whatever his faults might have 
1 te been, charms like mine wu mad 
Wil. 15 8 reclaim him. „ We: rel; <1; 
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5 4 F al of 89 falſe ideas, I never 
1 ceaſed i importuning my Mother to ſtand 
« my friend, and at laſt declared, I would 
& neither eat or drink till ſhe had procured 
ee the conſent of my Father. This me- 
« * Nace had the deſired elfect.— She flew 
— 


* X N 1 . 


to my Father, and aw him with # ; 
my determination. —Her intreaties over- os” 
ce came his judgment, and he promiſed to 
4 receive my lover on a more friendiß 


1 Ws 00 than he had ever * an 


* 1 


i Lacells Was e invi ited that 


Pe very evening, but the ſtruggles 1 in my | 


« Father's mind were very apparent. 


„ He aſked a few queſtions reſpecting the 
ec Connexions of Mr. Lacells; but ſeemed 
«fearful of receiving anſwers that would 
cc not prove ſatis factory: Indeed, the lieu- 
ec tenant owned that he owed. his birth to 
<« chance — his Father being a man St 


* OR" 


He could remember nothing of his 
Mother, being taken from her during 
cc his infancy, and afterwards educated at 
ec Eaton, with a view of being ſent to 
& Oxford, and brought up to the church. 
. That profeſſion not ſuiting the vivacity 
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: ” «of his aipoliton, hi: had, prevailed on 
e him in the army; and eee 
© two years ſince, been ſo unfortunate as 


er to offend that nobleman, uns the: rea- 
te ſon that he had never exerted His in- 


x 6, tereſt to get nat mel 


de My Rüde 1 Wusiagim i into 


«the nature of that offence; but Lacells 
prevented him, by ſaying, that he had 


i been drawn in by ſome young: fellows 


10 of his acquaintance to run into expences 
« beyond: his. allowance; and, preſuming 


« too much on the generoſity of the Harb, 
de he had drawn on his banker for £ 100, 


« Which had irritated the old nobleman ſo 
% much, he had declared, in a fit of paſ- 
dc ſion, that he would never ſee his ſon 
« again. Lacells then added, he: was 


é not without hopes of a. reconciliation, 


te and it ſhould, for the future, be hisftudy 
<« to deſerve the w_ -opinion of by 
= Father, 


om My 
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* s a tha e — 
— — . — — 


ee My Father propoſed writing to. the | 
; cr Earl of S , and ſtating the remorſe 
«his ſon felt from having, given caule 
« of diſapprobation; and likewiſe to re- 
« queſt that nobleman to do ſomething 
« for Mr. Lacells, who my Father wiſhed 
to take the name of Paulin, provided 
« he married me. — To this Lacells 
could not reaſonably object, though he 
made ſome frivolous excuſes to prevent 
« an application of that kind from being 
« made immediately. My Father, how- 
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> & ever ſilenced the young N with. | 
«a frown. | 35 1 

The next mdfping | 

& into my Father's ſtudy, where I found | 

«him quite alone.— He. addreſſed me in | 

ce the mildeſt terms that paternal affection 1 

ce could dictate. — My dear Aubery,” i 
hike, + wolf be ae, 


ce fglicitude for her happineſs can proceed, | 
cc from no other motive than the ſincereſt 
© loye that ever warmed the breaſt of a 
PE © « Father. | 
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Father. Indeed, there is no facrif 
ce that I would not make to infure her 
ec felicity. Alas! my dear girl, I trem- 
18 te ble when I reflect on this unfortunate 
« attachment of yours (for,. indeed, I 
« fear, if you perſiſt in it, it will prove 
55 unfortunate.) — Da not miſtake my 
5 meaning: —I am not ſo very deſirous 
Hof your marrying, a man of large for- 
e tune as many Fathers are; but an ami- 
* able diſpoſition, and a. good character, 
« are requiſites that cannot be diſpenſed 
W with, without runnizg great riſk of be- 
ing very miſerable, You, as an only 
* child, have been 
Wt Mother and myle 
4 fondly looked for comfort in our de- 
„ clining years } What will become of 


1 


to vou we have 


ee us ſhould you be unbappy ? And, oh! 


te my child, reflect, I conjure you, on the 
. difference you will experience when 


« you leave a houſe here TOE will has 


. been law. 


« There 


e darling of your 


£5 5 
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e There is a ſomething in the counte-- 


«nance and manners of. Mr. Lacells that 


© makes me fear your fortune, and a gen- 
« teel eflabliſhment, are more the objects 
te of his purſuit than 1 could wiſh ; but, 


e however, I will ſuſpend. my opinion 1 


« him for the preſent. I ſhall write to 
te the Earl of S 


e ſhall poſſeſs my treaſure, | my darling.” 
« My. dear Father ſtopped : He preſſed 
© my hand between his, then ftrained it 


ce to his boſom; it was ſome moments 


e before he could articulate. I was af- 


« fected, and the tears ſtole down my 5 : 


* cheeks, At Fr he proceeded: 


* Times to ſee you, my dear girl, to 
c intreat that you will ſo far oblige me as 
c to be on your guard - to make no pro- 
& miſes, nor to give any farther encou- 
« ragement to Mr. Lacells, till we have 
Lan "NOT from _- Earl of S—. 
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in behalf of the young | 
« man, and, if I find him worthy, he © 
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« If «the lieutenant has been guilty of a 

« falſhood, my Aubery cannot love him: 

ld She cannot think that the man, who is 
46 capable of deceit as a lover, can make 

ee the huſband ſhe deſerves. A few days 

4 will decide, and ſurely I may hope that 
« you will not refuſe the requeſt of a Fa- 
« ther, who is fo anxious for your wel- 

* fare.” 
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GO bo, | ventured to 3 = the 1 
. of Lacells: He was incapable of a baſe 

; t action: He had been perfectly open 

sand ingenuous in his confeſſion: He 

. © pretended not to fortune, and, if he had 

been led into irregularities by his com- 
i panions, he had ſeen his error and re- 
« formed rakes always. made the. den 
0 * 
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8 N poor Father ſlivok his head, and 
« ſaid, © he would not conteſt that point 
6 With me now, though he could by no 
means 
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« only, wanted my promiſe, to wait one 


& more week, before I engaged SY 


any bunker“ 
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Bd ce To Ig I nd on 40 0 


te that Mr. Lacells was invited as uſual, 


«ſaying; that I could not bear the idea 


4 of appearing to ſuſpect the honor or 


et veracity; of a gentleman—it would be 
64, inflicting 4 wound. not eaſily healed.“ 
«' My Father replied; he had. no objec- 


* tion to entertain Lacells as a. friend, 


« ſeeing him alone, as in the company of 


& my Father or Mother he would not 


_ *-preſume. to draw me in to make any 
* ;mprudent promiſes. 


I believe I complied, with/a very ill 


| «© grace, for I was naturally obſtinate, and | 
had been too much flattered. by all my 
66: — not to have a very good 
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opinion of my own diſcernment.” I ſe- 
* eretly laughed at the precaution of my 
« Father, which 1 fooliſhly. broth Was 
355 both troubleſo! me and ewes i60d 


0. Taeells dined with us that — and, 
. as there was other company, 1 eaſily 

« avoided ſpeaking to him alone. Two 
© more days paſſed much in the ſame 

« manner ; but'on' the fourth, it being his 
cc turn to be on duty, 1 did not expect to 
« ſee him; and, having a flight head-ach; 


I excuſed myſelf from attending my 
Father and Mother, who were engaged 


2 to dine at Sir T homas n 8. 


1 wards a We 
te maid) delivered a letter to me, which 
ce was given to her by Mr. Lacells's ſer- 
Y cc vant; in which letter Lacells complains 
© (in the common place ſtrain) of the 
ns tediouſneſs and inſipidity of a day, WY: 
60 which he could not be bleſt with a L fight | 
£ N 


EAURENTIA. mw 23% 


«of the only being that was dear to him; 
6 that he could not bat feel extremely. | 
ce alarmed, left the Eafl ofS—— ſhould. 5 
« diſapprove of his marrying ſo young, 
« and. of courſe ſay ſomething to preju- 
cc dice Mr. Paulin againſt one who adored, 
ec his daughter. He was afraid the match. 
might be put off or delayed much 
cc longer than the ardency of his. paſſion. 
cc. could ſuffer him. ta wait: He therefore 
28 conjured me, if I had: the ſmalleſt. re- 
© gard for, or confidence, i in. him, to. meet. 
« him the next morning in my Father 8. 
« Park, before the family were ſtirring, 
c when he would communicate much, 


6. more than he could do by letter. 


0 Unmindful of the duty I bed i my: 
cc Father, and unmindful of the promiſe I 
« had made, I returned an anſwer to La- 
« cells that I would be faithful to the 
*; appointment. The morning came — I. 
* * aroſe between four and five, ſtole out 
Wee. 33 


* 8 5 4 
N 


ec pe = was * at rh place: 
« of rendezyous. Lacells was there be- 


ee fore me: He apologized for breaking 


te my reſt; but declared he ſhould never 
© know another happy moment without 


5 61 would conſent to give him my hand i in 
* ſpite of all the oppoſition that might 


« be made to it; for, added he, I am 
« afſured by a friend, that the Earl, my 
“Father, carried his reſentment againſt 
« me fo far, as even to charge me with 


ce ingratitude and deceit, both of Which 
« (with all my faults) I am, indeed, a. 
ee ffranger to. Your F ather will believe 
cc his tale before my ſingle voice: You 
c will be kept from my ſight, and I ſhall 
become the moſt wretched man beneath 


ce © the ſun.” 


ee endeavored to inſpire him with 
© hope: He might be miſinformed, and, 
« after all, I thought I might depend on 
9 mY Father” 5 affection; he could not 
6 1 c Jong 


— 


% — 


» 
* W 


ec ad reſiſt the importunities of his child, 


ee when he ſaw her happineſs | was bound | 


"cc up in his conſent. . 7 


” 
* 4 . 3 


& Far, far better, exclainged the act.” 


« ful wretch, © to make me happy with- 4 
ee out his conſent, and truſt to his affecti- 
* on for a reconciliation; for, oh! my 


q lovely girl, who, that has once known 


10 your loſs, could refuſe to take you to 


40 their arms again! Believe me, their an- 


be ger would not laſt long; a few weeks 


c abſence would render you doubly dear 


3 them, and they will receive you with 


. joy. Come, my Aubery, you muſt, 
cc vou will conſent; meet me here this 


0 evening before twelve, if poſſible; I. 


cc will have every thing in readineſs,” 


; a have e him to 7 
e fer it a few days longer, as it would be 


«© time enough to take meaſures like thoſe 
4 INF! propoſed when no others remained, 


cc and - 
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97. ce and 1 could not but ſeruple to a& 10 


« directly contrary” to the injunctions” of * 


- my Father: But, alas ! it ſeemed as if 
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e Lacells poſſeſſed an influence over me, 
b like that I had” too often exerted over 
. MY Ts WD e 


92 He FINE) that it was 57555 to marry 
PF. without, than againſt their conſent, with 
cc many other arguments too weak to have 
AP « worked on any but an 1 
| «yer Elf-opiniated ! mit, |. 1 

1. laſt agreed to meet him there at 
« the time ptopoſed, and ſhould any letter 
oe” arrive that day (as was expected) inform 
*« him of the contents. We parted, and 


* haſtened back. to. my. own. cham. 
cc ber. | 1 


— 


u. . 


x We I met my Father at dinner, 1 
quickly perceived that his countenance 
5 « Was clouded —He tried to conceal it in 
5 *, 52 valn, 


xe was bn ee 
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e vain, yet there was a tenderneſs in his 


te manner that ought to have convinced 


er me, paternal regard overcame = 
Ic other paſſion. 4 


4 5 


3 He [art me to eat, by offering 
te che beſt of every thing on table; and 
ec was unuſually prefling for me to take 
ce one more glaſs of wine than my ſtated 
et df when the cloth was removed. 


hag My Mother was s totally ſilent: She 
*« ear but little, and a tear not unfrequently 
< roſe in her eye. My heart foreboded 
e that the letter was indeed arrived, and 
< the contents unfavorable to my wiſhes; 
< but I could not believe that mx lover 


— 


ww 


7 8 Twice did my Tarher 10 to peak, 
vc preceded by a hem each time, and twice 
ce his lips cloſed before he could prevail 
on bümſelf to begin a ſubject that he 


© knew 


8 Gt, © \ 


neee 
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ec 5 3 give you: to his only child, 
« Ar laſt he began :- — Cannot my Au- 
« bery ſee the ſtru ggles in her Father 8 
* boſom ? Will ſhe not believe that the 
© anſwer I have received from the Earl 
& of 8 — - gives. me the greateſt concern? 
| 0 It « contains a repreſentation of Mr. La- 
_ cells I conduct, that forbids me to think 
« of him as a ſon-in- law.“ I ſtarted, and 
c bit my lips with chagrine. A mutual 
<filence prevailed for a few. moments. 
#0 1 then replied : : © Mr. Lacells had been 
* unfortunate in offending his Father, 
but . e * YEA . 7 
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1 am willing to tow lenity t to every 
ce one, and ſiow to believe any thing to 
ec the diſadvantage of another, returned 
« my Father. Let the young man come 
Th] here to- morrow —1 will read. part. of 
« the letter to him: If he can diſproye Its - 
„ am ſtill his friend —if! not daugh- 

e ter l never be his. | 
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de The latter part of the ſentence was 


8 pronounced in a firmer tone of voice N 
cc than I had been accuſtomed to hear 
ce from my Father: And, to my eternal 
ce diſgrace be it ſpoken, my wicked heart 


ce was then capable of entertaining reſent- 


cc ment againſt him, whoſe breaſt was torn . 


ce with diſquietude on my account. I 


ce made no reply, but preſggved a ſullen 
ce ſflence. — A neighbouring clergyman 


ec happening to drop in ſoon afterwards, 
* prevented any more being faid on the 
ce ſubject, and I took care to leave the 


cc room before he wiſhed my Father a 


995 
VF OT | 


Fs cannot write any more now, Maria. 


You ſhall hear from me again next poſt, 
Adieu. Ws 
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